
Literacy Development in the Early Years  15:299:514,  Fall 2012 
Dr. Lesley M. Morrow Professor                 Office: Graduate School of Education, 206a 
15 Heritage Lane                                          Phone:  732-932-7496 ex. 8119  
Scotch Plains, NJ O7076                              e-mail:  lmorro@rci.rutgers.edu 
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Objectives for the Course 
 
1.  Review research, theory, and policy about early literacy.  
2. Strategies for classroom practice in reading, writing, oral language, listening and 
viewing will be discussed from a constructivist and explicit instructional perspectives  
3.  There will be an emphasis upon integrating literacy development throughout the 
school day and as an integral part of all content areas using thematic instruction. 
4. Motivating children with relevant materials 
5. Organizing and managing literacy instruction with an emphasis on shared, independent 
and small group differentiated reading and writing instruction.  
6. Topics of importance include:  Common Core State Standards, assessment, diversity, 
technology, family   
 
 
Required Texts 
 Morrow, L. M.  (2012, 7th edition).  Literacy Development in the Early Years:  
Helping Children Read and Write. (With ID for Website videos)  Boston: Allyn & Bacon 
  
 Morrow, L.M. (2002, 2nd edition) The Literacy Center: Contexts for Reading and 
Writing.  York, Maine: Stenhouse, Publishers.  
 
            Morrow, L.M. (2003) Organizing and Managing the Language Arts Block: .A 
Professional Development Guide.  New York. Guilford Publications 
 
Common Core State Standards, Link to the CCSS for ELA, K-5: 
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/ 
 
                                           Course Topics 
 
1. History and Philosophy of Early Literacy 

•  Review from the 1700’s to the Present 
 

2. Foundations of Early Literacy 
•  Perspectives in Early Literacy (Direct Instruction, Balance, whole language, etc.) 
•  Theories of Learning (Constructivist, Explicit, Behaviorism)  
•  The integrated-interdisciplinary language arts 
•  Common Core State Standards  
•  Organizing the Language Arts Block \(Small group differentiated instruction) 

 
3. Literacy and Diversity: Meeting the Needs of Children with Special Concerns 

•  Multicultural concerns 

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/�


•  The gifted, learning disabilities and children with physical disabilities 
•  Early Intervention Programs, Response to Intervention, Meeting Special Needs, 

Reading Recovery, etc. 
 
 
( A l l  t op i cs  d ea l in g  w i th  m eth o ds  w i l l  in c lud e ,  t e chn o l ogy ,  
d i f f e r en t i a t ed  in s t ru c t ion ,  d i v er s i t y ,  s t and ar ds ,  a s s es sm en t ,  f am i l y  
in v o l v em en t  a nd  r e l e v an t  t ea ch i ng )  
 
4. Language and Literacy Development: Listening, Speaking, Vocabulary 

•  Theories of language acquisition & developmental stages 
•  Objectives, strategies, materials, and assessment 
•  Addressing special language needs (ELL, Dialects) 

 
5. Word Study:  Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, context clues, sight, et al 

•  Objectives, strategies, materials, assessment, diversity, and special needs 
 

6. Developing Comprehension and Fluency 
•  Objectives, strategies, materials, assessment, diversity and special needs 

 
7. Developing Writing and Early Literacy Development 

•  Theories of writing acquisition and developmental stages 
•  Objectives, strategies, materials, assessment, diversity and special need 

 
8. Assessment Issues 

•  Running records, portfolio assessment, standardized high stakes tests  
•  Meeting standards, and standards testing 

 
9. Organizing and Managing Literacy Learning 

•  Preparing rich literacy physical classroom environments 
•  Integrating literacy into the curriculum with themes (art, play, music, math, etc.) 
•  Small group, and one-on-one Differentiated Instruction (Guided Reading)   
•  Creating Centers for independent and collaborative learning 

 
10. Motivating Literacy Development: Children’s Literature, Technology, Play 

•  Strategies and materials to create motivated readers and writers 
•  Using Children’ Literature: Genres, authors, illustrators, literature about diversity 
•  Use of Technology and literacy 
•  Literacy and  Play 

 
11. Commercial materials and the teaching of reading 

•  Selection and evaluation of materials 
•  Blending commercial materials, the school’s curriculum, children’s literature, and 

your philosophy of teaching and your school districts 
 

12. The Family and Literacy Development 
•  Family literacy: Home and School, Intergenerational, Multicultural Programs 

 



13. Professional Development 
• School Plan: In school, at home  
• Personal Plans, Professional Organizations 

 
Instructor’s Requirements 

 
1.  Please hand assignments in on time. Grades will be lowered when work is late. 
2.  Type on only one side of the paper. Hand papers in in person 
3.  All papers should have a title page with your name, e-mail, address 
4.  Do not use term paper covers on papers. Just staple papers together 
5.  Coming to class and being on time is considered important. More than 2 absences will 
effect your grade. 

 
In-Class Requirements 

 
 1. Please participate in class discussions and bring materials when requested 
for demonstrations and displays. These count toward your grade.  Always bring the 
book, Literacy Development in the Early Years, and other books when requested.  
Participation and attendance is a major part of the course work. No credit can be 
given for participation if you are absent.  This course is to teach about early literacy 
and also includes professional behavior as you prepare to be a professional 
 

2. Students in the Early Childhood/Elementary/ Special Ed. Masters Certification 
Programs need a field experience. You will be notified and have an orientation. If you are 
in another degree program other than the ones above you do not have a field experience 
 

3. Students will take weekly multiple choice tests based the chapter being focused 
on in LDEY. They will count as part of your participation grade 
 
Out-of-Class Requirements 
 
 1.  Readings: Students are expected to read assigned readings and participate in 
class discussions. Each week designated students will be discussants for the readings on 
the topic of the week. Students must participate when they are discussants pose a 
question to the class and put it on the website for others to respond to. Post a question 
once during the semester respond to 5 postings. This is part of class participation. There 
will be a sign up sheet for this.  
 
 2.  Creating Center Materials: Sign up to do project dealing with a particular 
skill for a particular night.   
(A) Select a skill to teach using one on the sheet I distribute 
(B) Select a piece of children’s literature that is either narrative or expository that helps to 
reinforce the skill 
(C). Create a lesson to teach the skill which can either begin or end with storytelling.   
(D). Create a material used to tell the story. The material will be a center activity for 
children to practice and reinforce the skill. When you present:  



1. Tell the skill you are teaching first, 
2.  Explain and display the materials being used, 
3.  TELL THE STORY, DO NOT READ IT,  
4. Prepare a lesson based on guidelines given to you. Include the title of the book, 
author, and publisher. Plans are one page.  
5. Presentations are 5 minutes maximum. 
6.  Put your lesson on our website for the class to copy.  
7.  There must be props as part of this lesson for students to practice skills 
8.  Explicit directions on a separate sheet 
 Due date_______   

 
 3. Test:  There will be a test toward the end of the semester. It will deal with our 
readings and what has been emphasized in class.  Be sure to have references from our 
books in the test.   
Due Date for test: Due Date-  _Dec. 4_________ 

 
4. Student Evaluation Case Study: The case study will involve assessing a child 

on many measures and suggesting instruction based on the outcome.  The Case Study 
format is described on a separate sheet. 

 
Half of the case study is due on __Oct. 16___________ The last half on _Nov. 20_____ 

 
5. Experienced Teachers who have done any of the Assignments above can 

see me about a substitute such as working on your portfolio, doing a teacher 
research project, etc.      
  

 Strong Recommendations 
1. Join a professional organization (NAEYC, IRA, NJEA, etc.) 
2.  Subscribe to a professional journal or teacher magazine. 
3.  Read novels, newspapers & magazines regularly, and attend cultural events as well. 
4.  Attend a professional conference about literacy such as.  
 Rutgers Reading and Writing Conference is on Friday April 12, 2012  
5. Ask questions at any time. During the semester talk with me before or after class, 
via e-mail or on the phone if you need to. 
 
Grading: 
1.  Center Material with Skill Development and Storytelling:                      20% 
2.  Case Study ( Part 1 and 2)                                                                        30% 
3.  Test                                                                                                           25%                                                                                                                            
4.  Class Participation                                                                                    20% 

a. discussion   
b. attendance  
c. on time for class 
d. requested materials brought to class   
e. chapter tests 
f. participation in online discussions 
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