
Course Title: Principles of Second/Foreign Language Acquisition 
Course Number: 15:253:520  

Thursdays 4:50-7:30pm 
Location: GSE & Highland Park 

3 Credits 
Instructor Name:  
Christelle Palpacuer Lee 

Email address:  
GSE.Palpacuer@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 732-932-7496 GSE, 10 Seminary Place Rm: 006 
Office Hours: Thurs 1-4 and by appt. Prerequisite: Admission to Language 

Education Program  
Mode of Instruction:1

___ Lecture 
 

X    Seminar 
___ Hybrid 
___ Online 
___ Other 

Permission required: 
__ No 
X  Yes 
Directions about where to get permission 
numbers: Contact Dr. Curran at 
mary.curran@gse.rutgers.edu 

 
Learning Goals 
 
The goals of this course are 1) to gain a deeper understanding of the fundamental 
principles that underlie second/foreign language learning; 2) to learn how to apply this 
knowledge to language teaching and policy decisions; and 3) to develop basic skills to 
interpret and construct inquiries into language learning and teaching.  
 
This course meets the following New Jersey Professional Teaching Standards: 

1) Standard One: Subject Matter Knowledge; 
2) Standard Two: Human Growth and Development 
3) Standard Three: Diverse Learners 
4) Standard Four: Instructional Planning and Strategies 
5) Standard Six: Learning Environment 
6) Standard Seven: Special Needs 
7) Standard Eight: Communication 
8) Standard Nine: Collaboration and Partnerships 

(http://www.state.nj.us/education/profdev/profstand/standards.pdf) 
 
Course Catalog Description 
 
This course is designed to offer an introduction to second language acquisition (SLA) 
theory and research that inform our understanding of how second/foreign languages are 
learned by children and adults.  Through readings, discussions, and activities, we will 
critically examine the language acquisition processes from learners’ and language 
instructors’ perspectives and analyze the socio-cultural, psychological, and instructional 
factors that can affect the language learning process.   
The goals of this course are  
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1) to gain a deeper understanding of the fundamental principles that underlie 
second/foreign language learning;  
2) to learn how to apply this knowledge to language teaching and policy decisions; and  
3) to develop basic skills to interpret and construct inquiries into language learning and 
teaching.   
The course is designed to promote knowledge construction gained through exposure to 
scholarship in the field of SLA, while making connections to our own personal language 
learning experiences and the language learning experiences of members of our local 
community.  This course will include a service learning component in which we will 
offer adult English as a second language instruction with the goal of seeing theory in 
action. We will discuss how the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, ACTFL 
Standards, WIDA and TESOL Standards reflect second language acquisition theory and 
research.  We will focus on developing graduate-level academic writing and 
presentational skills.  Throughout the course, participants will be given many 
opportunities to reflect upon and develop their personal theory of second language 
acquisition, which they will use as a foundation for their practice as they teach ESL and 
world languages to foster the success of all their students. 
 
Required Texts 
 
(1) Textbooks 
 
Lightbown, P. & Spada, N. (1999). How languages are learned. Oxford: Oxford 
            University Press. 
Swain, M., Kinnear, P. & Steinman, L. (2011). Sociocultural Theory in Second Language 
Education: An Introduction through Narratives. Tonawanda, NY: Multilingual Matters. 
  
For doctoral students only: 
Johnson, M. (2004). A philosophy of second language acquisition. New Haven, CT: Yale 
            University Press. 
  
(2) Standards documents (required according to your future teaching plans): 
 
NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards: http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s7_wl.htm 
ESL Standards for Pre-K-12 Students: 
http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/seccss.asp?CID=113&DID=1583 
PreK-12 English Language Proficiency Standards: 
http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/sec_document.asp?CID=1186&DID=5349 
WIDA Standards: 
http://www.wida.us/standards/elp.aspx 
Standards for Foreign Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st Century 
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3324 
  
(3) Access to SAKAI 
As a component of the course will be conducted on-line, students will need to have 
access to the Sakai course management system, at sakai.rutgers.edu. 
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(4) Recommended texts: 
  
Perrin, R. (2007). Pocket guide to APA style: Second edition. NY: Houghton Mifflin. 
  
These texts are available at the Rutgers University Bookstore, 1 Penn Plaza, New 
Brunswick, 732-246-8448. You can also order them online via commercial sites such as 
Amazon. 
  
Additional readings will be available on-line, through Rutgers Library website, SAKAI, 
or distributed in class. 
 
Grading Policy 
 
95-100 A 
90-94   B+ 
85-89   B 
80-84   C+ 
75-79   C 
  
This class will be run in a seminar format in which our learning is co-constructed through 
our interactions with each other and course content.  As such, participation is vital to the 
success of this course and our learning.  Because of this, coming prepared and regular 
attendance is a priority.  Absences, if the instructor is not notified in advance and 
arrangements for making up the work for the missed class are not made ahead of time, 
will result in a lowered grade.  For example, an A grade will be lowered to a B+ after one 
absence.  A B+ grade will be lowered to a B, etc….  Please speak to the instructor IN 
ADVANCE, if you know that you must miss a class. 
 
Students needing special accommodations should speak to me or contact the Office of 
Disability Services at 732-932-2847.  
 
Assignments 
 
1.  You will participate in ten on-line discussions/assignments generated in response to 
questions available on the Sakai website.  The on-line postings may require additional 
reading. Your participation includes timely postings of responses, answering the 
questions thoroughly, and responding to your peers’ posts. (20%) 
  
2.  You will participate in an English language learning service-learning project at 
Bartle Elementary School (435 Mansfield Street, Highland Park, 08904). For this project, 
you will (1) provide English language tutoring and childcare for community participants.  
(2) You will create lesson plans for the tutoring, and upon completion of the project, you 
will (3) write a three-page reflection paper focusing on the project.  In your papers, you 
will consider how the English language learners’ experiences support (or do not support) 



SLA theory and how your teaching experiences with them influences your own theory of 
SLA.  (all three assignment account for 20% of the final grade) 
  
3.  You will write a critical annotated bibliography in which you offer an analysis of 
five journal articles on a topic in second language acquisition of your choice. Choice of 
topic must be approved by the instructor. (40%) 
  
4. You will choose one of the articles from your critical annotated bibliography to report 
on in class.  You will provide a brief presentation at the end of the semester, that is a 
summary and critique of one of your articles.   You will also hand in a reflection on your 
peers’ presentations.  Doctoral-level participants will additionally lead a class discussion 
on an assigned reading.  (10%) 
  
5.  You are asked to participate actively in class.  This includes coming to class on time, 
having prepared for class by having read that day’s assigned readings and written the 
assignments, sharing your responses to the course content, and listening respectfully to 
the comments of your classmates.  In-class or homework assignments may be given, and 
we will have responsibilities related to the activities planned with language learners in 
our local community.  You will be expected to actively participate in class 
activities. (10%) 
 
Academic Integrity Policy: 
All work submitted in class should be original, academic-quality work written 
specifically to satisfy this course’s requirements.  When referring to the work of 
others, use American Psychological Association (APA) style.  Please consult the GSE 
catalog for information regarding academic policy and procedure, especially issues 
related to academic integrity.  The University Code of Student Conduct can be 
accessed at:  http://rci.rutgers.edu/%7Epolcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml.  For information 
on the academic integrity policy, please go to: 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml#I.  A multimedia presentation 
on plagiarism can be found at: 
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/realifeexamples.html 
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Course Schedule* 
 

Week Assignments & Readings  
1 

Sept 6 
GSE 

Lecture 
Hall 

Introduction to Course 
The Study of Second and Foreign Language Acquisition: Overview 
 

Assignmen
t for 

Sept, 8 

On-line Assignment 1: Post an introduction to yourself on-line in response 
to this prompt, “Read Mona’s story of L2 learning (Swain et. al., 2011, pp. 
3-6). Using her example, write your own story of L2 learning.” Postings are 
due by Saturday, Sept 8th at midnight. 

2 
Sept 13  

GSE 
Lecture 

Hall 

Discussion: Assignment 1 
First Language and Second Language Acquisition 
Community Service Project Description: Adult English Language Learners 
in Highland Park. Guest speaker: Dr. Mary Curran. 
Reading: Chapters 1 and 2, Lightbown and Spada and on-line postings. 

Assignmen
t for Sept, 

17 

On-line Assignment 2: Post an introduction to yourself on-line in response 
to this prompt, “Choose three concepts from the first two chapters and 
discuss how they relate to your own language learning experiences.”  
Postings are due by Monday, Sept 17th at midnight. 

3 
Sept 20 

GSE 
Lecture 

Hall 

Discussion: Assignment 2 
Factors that Influence Language Learning 
Learner Language 
Reading: Chapters 3 and 4, Lightbown and Spada. 

Marinova-Todd, S., Marshall, D. & Snow, C. (2000). Three 
misconceptions about age and L2 learning.  
TESOL Quarterly,34, 9-34  

Assignmen
t for Sept, 

23 

On-Line Assignment 3: Please post your thoughts to the following 
questions: “1) Which factors do you think have the most powerful 
influence on language learning?   2) Does the Marinova-Todd, et al article 
change your ideas about the relationship between age and language 
learning?  Please explain why or why not.” Postings are due by Sunday, 
Sept 23rd at midnight. 

4 
Sept 27 

GSE 
Lecture 

Hall 

Discussion: Assignment 3 
Language Learning in the Classroom 
Reading: Chapters 5, 6 and 7, Lightbown and Spada. 
Due: Tell me topic for your final paper in class. 
Due: Send me your group’s lesson plan for next week’s conversation 
partners. 

Assignmen
t for Sept, 

30  

On-Line Assignment 4: Please post your response to these questions: 
“Given the information you’ve read in the Lightbown and Spada text, how 
will you choose to manage your language classroom and the learning 
opportunities you design? What criteria will guide your classroom 
decision-making processes?”  Postings are due by Sunday Sept 30th. 

5 Discussion: Assignment 4 



Oct 4 
HP** 

A New Perspective on SLA 
Reading: Larsen-Freeman (2007). Reflecting on the Cognitive-Social 
Debate in Second Language Acquisition. Modern Language Journal, 91, 
Focus Issue. 
Firth and Wagner (1997). On Discourse, Communication and (some) 
Fundamental Concepts in SLA. Modern Language Journal, 81, pp.285-
300.  

Assignmen
t for Oct, 8  

On-line Assignment 5: After reading the two articles, respond to the 
following questions: (1) What are the main arguments of the debate? (2) 
What is your position in this debate? (3) How can these arguments help you 
frame your own philosophy of language teaching and learning? Postings 
are due by Monday, Oct 8.  
Due: Send me lesson plan for conversation partners by Oct, 8. 

6 
Oct 11 
HP** 

Discussion: Assignment 5 
Sociocultural Theory: mediation and ZPD 
Reading: Chapter 1 & 2, Swain et al. (2011), pp. 1-32. 
Due: lesson plans for conversation partners 

Assignmen
t for Oct, 

15 and Oct, 
16 

On-line Assignment 6: After reading the two chapters, respond to the 
following questions: (1) How was your own L2 learning experience 
mediated? (2) As a teacher, “how far would you go when it comes to 
sharing the responsibility and the floor with students?” Postings are due by 
Monday, October 15th. 
Due: Send me lesson plan for conversation partners by Oct, 15 at midnight. 

7 
Oct 18 
HP** 

 

Discussion: Assignment 6 
Due: lesson plans for today’s conversation partners 
Sociocultural theory: languaging and concepts 
Classroom discourse: Input, Output, and Interaction 
Creating opportunities for collaborative dialogue 
Reading: Chapter 3 & 4, Swain et al., 2011, pp. 33-74 

Swain, M. (2000). The output hypothesis and beyond: Mediating 
acquisition through collaborative dialogue. In J. P. Lantolf (Ed.), 
Sociocultural theory and second language learning (pp. 97-114). 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Long + Tobb articles on SAKAI 

Assignmen
t for Oct, 

22 

On-line Assignment 7: Answer questions 2 p. 50 and 2 p. 72 (you can take 
this class as an example). Postings are due by Monday, Oct 22 at midnight 

8 
Oct 25 

   GSE 
Lecture     
Hall 

 
 

 

Discussion: Assignment 7 
The Negotiation and Reconstruction of Identities 
Reading: 
(1) Chapter 6, Swain (2011), pp. 75-92 
(2) Pavlenko, A. & Lantolf, J. P. (2000). Second language learning as 
participation and the (re)construction of selves.  In J. P. Lantolf (Ed.), 
Sociocultural theory and second language learning (pp. 155-179). Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 
(3) Kinginger, C. (2004). Alice doesn’t live here anymore: Foreign 



language learning and identity reconstruction. In A. Pavlenko & A. 
Blackledge (Eds.), Negotiation of identities in multilingual contexts, (pp. 
219-242). Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters. 
Due: Bring in five research articles for final paper for approval 

Assignmen
t for Oct, 

29 

On-line Assignment 8: How does your own autobiography as a learner 
and as a student contribute to your beliefs and practices as a teacher? Due 
by Oct, 29 at midnight. 
Due: Send me lesson plans for conversation partners by October, 29 
midnight. 

9 
Nov 1  
HP** 

Discussion: Assignment 8 
Language socialization 
Reading:  
(1) Curran, Mary. (2012). Using Sociocultural Theory to Explain 
Successful U.S. Bilingualism: The Case of El Gringo. 
(3) Hawkins, Margaret R. Researching English Language and Literacy 
Development in Schools, Educational Researcher, Apr. 2004; vol. 33: pp. 
14-25. 

Assignmen
t for Nov, 6 

On-line Assignment 9: TBA 

10 
Nov 8 
GSE 

Lecture 
Hall 

NJEA 
convention 
in Atlantic 

City 

Discussion: Assignment 9 
Assessment from a SCT perspective 
Reading: Swain et. Al., Chapter 7, pp. 116-136 
 
HP debrief 

Assignmen
t for Nov. 

12 

Due: Send me lesson plans for conversation partners by Nov. 12 midnight. 

11 
Nov 15 
HP** 

ACTFL 
convention 

in 
Philadelphi

a 

ACTFL convention preparation + discussion about NJEA 
Review of SCT 
Reading: Swain (2011) Ch.8 
 

Assignmen
t for Nov, 

19 

On-line Assignment 10: Go back to the narrative (story) of L2 language 
learning you wrote on the first week of class. Analyze it using one or two 
SCT concepts you have learned about in this course. 

12 
Tuesday 
Nov 20 

*** 

THIS CLASS WILL BE CONDUCTED ON-LINE. 
Discussion: Assignment 10 
Assumptions about ELLs 
Family literacy 



Special needs students 
Reading TBA 
No Class on November 22nd  
Due: Three-page reflection on Highland Park Community Project due 
on SAKAI  
Reading: 

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards: 
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s7_wl.htm 
ESL Standards for Pre-K-12 Students: 
http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/seccss.asp?CID=113&DID=1583 
PreK-12 English Language Proficiency Standards: 
http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/sec_document.asp?CID=1186&DID=
5349 
WIDA Standards: 
http://www.wida.us/standards/elp.aspx 
Standards for Foreign Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st 
Century 

http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3324 
Assignmen
t for Nov, 

26 

Due: Send me lesson plans for conversation partners by midnight. 

13 
Nov 29** 

Final Meeting at Highland Park 
Preparation for presentations and final paper 

Assignmen
t for Dec. 3 

Email presentations to me 

14 
Dec 6 
GSE 

Lecture 
Hall 

Due: Presentation of Research Articles 
Presentation format: 3 slides with 1 or 2 interesting points; 5mn. 

15 
Dec 13 

Course Summary: Building A Personal Theory of Second Language 
Acquisition that Links Theory to Practice 
Writing workshop to help prepare for critical annotated bibliography 

 
Dec 15 Due: Critical annotated bibliography at midnight. 

*Please note that this schedule is tentative.  If changes are necessary, they will be 
announced. 
**Meet at Bartle School at 435 Mansfield, Highland Park, 08904. 
***On-line class this week; no face-to-face meeting. 
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