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Topics in Education:  Community-Based English Language Education 
 

Course Number 05:300:402 Fall 2012 
Instructor Jessie Curtis 
Email jessie.curtis@gse.Rutgers.edu 
Phone 973 687 4856 / HOME 732 247 1468 
Meeting Time Wednesdays 9-11:40AM 
Location GSE, 10 Seminary Place, Room 211 
Office Hour by Appointment The best way to reach me is by email!  You 

may contact me by phone in case of an 
emergency.   

 
 General Course Description 
 
 The course provides a curriculum-based service learning experience built upon a 
community-identified need for English language instruction and aligns with the 
university's mission of providing for the instructional needs of the community while 
connecting scholarship to practice.  Course topics include demographic trends in the 
United States and New Jersey; an introduction to second language learning theories; and 
the meanings of community, citizenship and civic engagement in a multicultural society.  
The course provides opportunities to discuss the experiences of participants from Rutgers 
and the surrounding community and to connect these lived experiences to scholarly 
research about the issues. Attendance at the CESEP Orientation, September 14, is 
required. Depending on student placements in the community, a background check or 
Mantoux test may be required.  
 
Objectives 
 

• Engage in professional collaboration with community organizations. 
• Converse with members of the community who are learning English. 
• Examine theories of second language learning and the goals of education. 
• Apply scholarship to practice.  

 
Note:  This course forms part of a research project that the instructor is currently engaged in. 
Given the instructor’s interest in preparing students to work with linguistically and culturally 
diverse populations and the impact of the civic engagement program on the community, the 
project seeks to document students’ learning and development in courses that focus on 
community service learning. The study examines the ways in which coursework which 
includes civic engagement shapes students' and pre-service teachers' perspectives. The 
instructor would like to interview students, document their interactions with the participants 
during the field experience, and collect students’ work for later analysis of learning and 
interaction. The instructor will provide students with further details about the research 
project, as well as official letters of consent, later in the semester. Students should know that 
their participation is entirely voluntary and will in no way affect their grades or standing in 
the course or program.  Student work will be collected after the end of the course if 
permissions are given.   



Rutgers University                                                      Community-Based English Language Education 
Curtis / 05:300:402      Course Syllabus 

 

 2 

 
Assignments:  A total of 120 hours includes class attendance, community service learning, 
readings and reflections. 

• Class meets for 15 weeks.      45 Hours 
• Community service three hours per week for 10 weeks.  30 Hours 
• Reflective Journals /  Readings  /  Assignments   45 Hours  

 
Course Materials:  Required readings are included in the syllabus and will be uploaded to 
Sakai, https://sakai.rutgers.edu.  Readings may be added or changed as the course progresses.   
 
Suggested reading:  
Ayers, W., Hunt, J., & Quinn, T., (1998).  Teaching for Social Justice, NY: The New 
Press, Teachers College Press. 
 
Strunk, W. & White, E.B. (1999).  The Elements of Style.  Boston, MA: Longman 
Pearson. ISBN-10:  020530902X 
 
Attendance Policy:  Students are required to attend every class.  More than one absence 
will result in lowering the student’s final grade by the equivalent of one half letter grade 
(E.g., from B+ to B).  Emergencies, illness, religious observance or other serious needs must 
be discussed with the instructor in advance where possible. More than three absences 
(regardless of absences being excused or discussed in advance) will necessitate repeating the 
course to earn credit.  Class starts at 9am.  Students are expected to be punctual. Habitual 
lateness will affect your grade.  Students are required to sign in at their community sites, 
be flexible, respectful and keep a log of their activities.  Absences from your assigned site 
must be reported to your course instructor and to your site coordinator by email; they count 
toward your final grade.  
 
Academic Integrity Policy:  The consequences for violating policies of academic integrity 
and the student code of conduct are serious.  I expect that you will comply with standards of 
academic integrity (that is, all the work you present is your own). For any and all 
assignments no copying of any kind is allowed, unless copied text is placed within quotations 
and appropriately cited. The consequences of clear evidence of extensive plagiarism include, 
but are not limited to, a grade of F for the assignment AND the course. If you have questions 
about an assignment or the course content, please ask!  Questions are always welcome.  You 
should not turn in the same work in two separate classes. To avoid problems, don’t wait until 
the last minute to begin an assignment.   
 

• For information on the academic integrity policy, please go to: 
 http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml#I 
• A multimedia presentation on plagiarism can be found at: 
 http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/realifeexamples.html 
• The University Code of Student Conduct can be accessed at: 
 http://rci.rutgers.edu/%7Epolcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml 

  

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/�
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Care, respect and integrity in written and classroom exchanges apply to discussions 
and postings on Sakai as well as in the classroom and community sites.  
 
All written work submitted on paper or on Sakai should be proofread for clarity, 
grammar and correct spelling!   
 
Use of electronic devices such as cell phones and laptops is not permitted in the 
classroom; nor is it permitted at your service learning sites. 
 
Accommodations for Disabilities:  Students requiring accommodations related to 
disabilities should make sure that they communicate their needs in advance to the instructor 
in coordination with the Rutgers Office of Disability Services to ensure that they receive 
appropriate supports. 
 
Course Grading Plan 
 

1. Participation (15%) 
2. Student-led presentation/discussion (20%). 
3. Community service learning and reflection journals (50%) 
4. Final course paper/project (15%) 

 
Course Grades 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.  Participation:  Students are expected to come to class having completed assigned readings 
for that week and to participate in class discussions, offering informed ideas and opinions.  
Assessment includes in-class written and oral participation, as well as on-line discussions.  
Quizzes or written assignments given in class are included in your participation grade.   
 
2.  Student-Led Discussions:  Write two discussion questions based on reading 
assignments.  Bring your questions to class, in writing.  You are expected to cite the 
reading and refer to your on-the-ground experience in your in-class responses.  
Depending on class size, teams of two students may create questions and lead the class 
discussion.  If necessary, we may hold class discussions on Sakai.   
 
3.  Service Learning Project and Reflection Journal:  We have the opportunity to 
work with adult English language learners in our community.  Students will be assigned 

               Grade              Percent 
A 90.00-100.0% 
B+ 87.00-89.99% 
B 80.00-86.99% 
C+ 77.00-79.99% 
C 70.00-76.99% 
D 60.00-69.99% 
F Under 60% 



Rutgers University                                                      Community-Based English Language Education 
Curtis / 05:300:402      Course Syllabus 

 

 4 

to meet with community participants at the sites of selected community partners in New 
Brunswick or other nearby locations for 10 weeks, 3 hours per week.  These experiences 
enable us to gain first-hand knowledge about English language learners from various 
academic, economic and language backgrounds.  You will keep a weekly reflective 
journal about this experience.  By the end of the course you will have a total of 10 
reflective journal entries (9 entries are 1-2 pages typed, double spaced), submitted to 
your Drop Box on Sakai.  Each journal entry should make a connection to the course 
readings. Your final, synthetic reflection paper (at least 5 pages typed, double-spaced, 
not including references) must include a critical analysis of your time, addressing 
questions of citizenship, community, individual and collective life, moral and civic issues 
in education and community-based language education.  The final submission must 
explicitly and accurately connect your thoughts and experiences to the literature.   
 
4. Final Course Project:  (Tentative)  On the last session, you will present to the class 
an overall synthesis of your experience in relation to the themes we have discussed in the 
sessions or present a project which has been discussed in advance with your instructor.   
The options for a course project will be discussed on the first day of class.   
 
5.  Other Course Requirements: 
 

• You must have a Rutgers Email account. Having an official email is mandatory for 
Sakai to pick you up as a registered member of the class. All correspondence will be 
sent from me to you via the Sakai platform.  
 

• Check your email REGULARLY! If I upload materials for you to read, a notice will 
be sent automatically or an announcement will be made via Sakai. 
 

• Purchase an inexpensive notebook to bring with you to your community site so that 
you can make notes or plan activities.  You will find this notebook useful as you write 
your weekly journal entries.  
 

• All assignments must be turned in on time to receive full credit.  For each day an 
assignment is late, the grade will be lowered, for example from A to B+, etc. 
 

• CESEP Orientation, Friday, September 14. Cook Campus Center, Multi-Purpose 
Room.  Registration:   1:00 pm – 2:00 pm   Program:  2:00 pm – 3:30 pm. 
 

Required Readings and Assignment Due Dates (Tentative) 
 

Wee
k 

Date Discussion Topic Required Readings   

1 
 

September 5 
  

Introduction to the 
Course. 
 
Who Are English 
Language Learners? 

Introduction of syllabus, course requirements, 
assignments and rubric.  Completion of pre-service 
survey; student service forms, etc.  
Introduction to English language learners in 
U.S./New Jersey.  Introduction to second language 
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learning, a sociocultural approach. 
 

2 
 

September 12 
  

Working with adult 
language learners.   
Connecting words to the 
lived world.   
 
Activity:  Preparation for 
conversation partnering. 
 

Freire, P. (1981).  The importance of the act of 
reading.  Journal of Education.   
 
Larotta, C. (2012) Adult learners' funds of 
knowledge:  The case of an English class for 
parents.  Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 
55(4), 316-325. 
 
Instructor will lead discussion. 

September 14:  CESEP / The Collaborative Orientation, Cook Campus Center, Multi-Purpose Room.  
Registration:   1:00 pm – 2:00 pm   Program:  2:00 pm – 3:30 pm.   
3 September 19 What counts.  Language 

learning as participation.  
How does conversation 
happen? 
 
10 AM Meet with 
community organization 
partners.  Bring questions! 

Auerbach, E. (1989).  Toward a social-contextual 
approach to family literacy. Harvard Educational 
Review, 59(2), 165-182. 
 
Dooley, K. (2009).  Intercultural conversation:  
Building understanding together.  Journal of 
Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 52(6), 497-506. 
 
Instructor will lead discussion.   
 

4 
  
 

September 26 
  

Discussion of community-
based experiences.  
Applying the readings. 
How does community 
service affect the 
participants?  How does 
language affect 
interactions with 
community members?  

Addams, J. (1899). The Subtle Problems of 
Charity. The Atlantic.   
 
Ehrlich, T. (1999). President’s Declaration of Civic 
Responsibility of Higher Education. 
 
Plan to learn about conversation partners.  Learn 
about using primary language support in your 
conversations.  

Due September 26, 11:59PM — First Journal Entry in your Drop Box!  A prompt will be posted on Sakai. 
5 October 3 What counts.  What 

assumptions are made 
about language use?  
Education? 
 

Orellana, M. F. (2001). The work kids do: Mexican 
and Central American immigrant children’s 
contributions to households and schools in 
California. Harvard Educational Review 71(3), 
366-389.     

Due October 3, 9AM — Bring your cultural comparison research to class!   
6 

  
 

October 10 
 

Language and identity.   Norton, B. (1997).  Language, identity and the 
ownership of English.  TESOL Quarterly, 31(3), 
409-429.    

7 
  

October 17 Language and power.      Auerbach, E.R. (1993).  Reexamining English-only 
in the ESL classroom. TESOL Quarterly, 27(1) 1-
18 (Tentative). 

8 October 24 Mid-semester review of Adjustments to schedule.  Mid-semester check. 
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 community-based 
experiences.  What have 
you learned from your 
conversation partner?  
From your research? 

Workgroups present and discuss experiences with 
community members/families.  Share research 
results.       

Due October 24, 11:59PM — You should have five Journal Entries in Your Drop Box!  
Due October 26, 11:59PM — Your final project proposal in Your Drop Box!  
9 

  
 October 31 Citizenship, identity and 

language.  What does 
citizenship look like? 

Banks, J. A. (2008) Diversity, group identity and 
citizenship education in a global age. 
Educational Researcher 37 (3), 129-139. 
(Tentative) 

10 
  

November 7 
 

Conflicting goals of 
education.    

Labaree, D. F. (1997). Public good, private goods: 
The American struggle over educational goals. 
American Educational Research Journal, 34(1), 
39-81.   

11 
  

November 14 What does community 
look like? 

Dewey, J. (1984, 2008).  J. Boydton, Ed. The Later 
Works of John Dewey, Volume 2, 1925 – 1953.  
Chapter 5:  The Search for the Great Community, 
pp. 325-250. 

12 
   

November 21 
NO CLASS 

 On-Line Discussion as Necessary 

13 
  

November 28 Language, classroom 
discourse and social 
positioning.   

Menard-Warwick, J. (2007).  Because she made 
beds every day:  Social positioning, classroom 
discourse and language learning.  Applied 
Linguistics, 29(2), 267-289 (Tentative, OR Norton 
2000/2004). 

Due November 28, 11:59PM — You should have nine Journal Entries in Your Drop Box! 
14 

  
December 5 
 

Knowledge, community 
and you. 
  

First round of presentations to class. 

15 
  

December 12 Wrap-up. 
 

Completion of post-service survey. 
Final questions and discussion.  Continue 
presentations to class.  

Final Reflection (Five Pages/Double-Spaced) due in your Drop Box by December 12  at 11:59 PM 
Note: The scheduled readings and in-class discussion topics are subject to change as the course 
progresses.  Read the rubric carefully before your final reflection is due and bring any and all 
questions to class!   
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The Journal Assignment:  Statement of Purpose 
 
Your field experience provides a space for a dialogue between yourself and your 

environment.  The journal assignment is meant to provide you with an opportunity to 

engage in an active, critical learning process. The object is to get your thoughts down on 

paper. For this assignment, you should use your own voice. If you have something to say, 

say it. If you have an emotional response, put it down. The goals are analysis, 

communication, and making connections among issues, theories, data, and experiences.  

Ideally, the complete set of journal entries will constitute a record of your academic 

thinking during the semester. For this reason, it is a good idea to occasionally review 

your journal and write an entry evaluating changes and connections you make.  Write 

about the ways that your thinking has changed, questions you have formed, possible 

answers to these questions and/or steps you could take to find the answers. 

 

Adapted from Segal, E. (1990).  The journal: Teaching reflexive methodology on  

an introductory level. Anthropology & Education Quarterly, 21(2), 121-127.  

 

Grading the Journal:  Your journal will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis.  That means that 
in order to pass the course, you must complete the 10 journal entries.  Only the final 
reflection paper will be given a grade.   
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Course Timeline: 
 
September 14   CESEP Orientation Cook Campus  
 
 
September 26   First journal entry in your Drop Box!  (1-2 pages typed  
    and double-spaced.  Font size 12pt Times New Roman.) 
 
October 3   Bring your cultural comparison research with you to class  
    (I will provide you with a form to use.) 
 
October 24   A total of five journal entries in your Drop Box! (Each is 1- 
    2 pages, typed and double-spaced.) 
 
October 26   Your Proposal for your Final Project in your Drop Box!   
    (Maximum one page typed and double-spaced) 
 
November 21   On-Line Discussion IF NECESSARY.  There is no  
    meeting of the class.  We may use this time to schedule  
    interviews with you about your experiences. 
 
 
November 28   A total of nine journal entries in your Drop Box!  (Each is  
    1-2 pages, typed and doubled-spaced.) 
 
December 5 /12  Final Project Presentations in Class.  (TBD.  We will  
    discuss the final project in class on September 12.) 
 
 
December 12   Final Reflection Paper in your Drop Box!  (At least five  
    pages, typed and double-spaced, not including references.) 
 
 


