
Literacy Development in the Early Years 
05:300:494, Section 1 

3 Credits 
 

Instructor Name: Susan Dougherty Email address: 
susan.dougherty@gse.rutgers.edu 

Phone Number 10 Seminary Place, Room 205C 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 1:30 to 3:00pm Prerequisites or other limitations: 

 
Mode of Instruction:1

_x_ Lecture 
 

___ Seminar 
___ Hybrid 
___ Online 
___ Other 

Permission required: 
 x No 
__ Yes 
Directions about where to get permission 
numbers: 

 
Learning goals: 

• Review research, theory, and policy about early literacy.  
• Learn effective instructional practices for the teaching of word recognition, 

fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing 
• Consider issues of motivation and differentiation in the literacy curriculum  
• Learn strategies for managing literacy instruction with an emphasis on whole 

class, independent and small group differentiated reading and writing instruction.  
• Consider other topics of importance including standards, assessment, diversity, 

technology, and family involvement 
 
Course catalog description: 
This course introduces students to the development of literacy in young children, 
beginning from birth through grade 3 from a social, emotional, physical and intellectual 
perspective.  Students will learn about philosophies and theories of early literacy that 
have shaped practice. Learning strategies to teach phonological awareness, phonics, 
vocabulary, comprehension, fluency and writing to children are emphasized as well as the 
organization of instruction for children in preschool through grade 3 
 
Texts: 
Morrow, L.M. (2009). Literacy development in the early years: Helping children read 
and write, 6th ed., New York, NY: Pearson Education, Inc. (LDEY) 
 
Beck, I. L., McKeown, M. G., & Kucan, L. (2002). Bringing words to life: Robust 
vocabulary instruction. New York, NY: Guilford Press. (BWTL) 
 
Morrow, L.M. (2002). The literacy center: Contexts for reading and writing, 2nd ed., 
Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers. (LC) 
 

                                                 
 



Web site:  
We will use a Sakai website.  The online discussion assignments will be conducted on the 
Sakai site discussion boards. 
 
Grading policy: 
 

It is possible to earn 850 points on the course assignments.  Your grade will be calculated by 
calculating the percentage of points you earned out of the total possible.  The following scale will 
be used to assign letter grades: 
 
A   90% and above 
 
B+ 87 to 89.9% 
 
B  80 to 86.9% 
 
C+  77 to 79.9% 
 
C  70 to 76.9% 
 
D  60% to 69.9% 
 
F  59.9% and below 

 
Assignments: 
 

1) Weekly Reading Assignments & Class Participation (100 points) 
 

Reading assigned materials will be essential to your development as a teacher of young children.  
Class sessions will be based upon and will extend the information presented in the readings.  
Please come each week with a list of “most important’ ideas that you gleaned from the readings 
and two to three questions intended to spark discussion.  These “notes” will be collected twice 
during the semester.  The dates for collection will be unannounced.  In addition, I will evaluate 
your preparedness based on your small group discussions, which I will sit in on.  Class 
participation will be evaluated by your engagement with discussion topics, contributions to class, 
and attendance. 

 
2) Online Discussion (150 points) 

 
On six occasions over the course of the semester, you will read a research article related to a 
course topic and will discuss it online with a small group of classmates.  You should have read the 
article AND posted your thinking about the topic, the article, related readings, etc. before class.  
Further explanation will be provided in class before the first online discussions take place. 
 

3) Storytelling & Literacy Center Materials Assignment (150 points) 
 

This assignment requires the selection of a piece of children’s literature that is lends itself to 
storytelling.  Part One of this assignment requires you to conduct a storytelling session in class.  
For Part Two of the assignment, you will select a phonics skill that can be taught to young 
children as a follow-up to the storytelling.  You will develop a lesson for teaching this phonics 
skill and will describe materials that would be placed at a literacy or library center for children to 
practice the skill.   
 
Further description of this assignment will be distributed in class. 



 
4) Vocabulary Lesson Assignment (50 points) 

 
You will use Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction to support the development 
of a detailed lesson for teaching vocabulary to kindergarten, first or second graders.  Your lesson 
will be based on a children’s book.  This assignment will be completed in class in pairs.  Further 
description of this assignment will be distributed in class. 
  

5) Case Study & Action Plan (200 points)  
 

It is important that you select a child to work with throughout the semester.  This child should be 
between pre-school and second grade, and can be a student from your field experience.  If you will 
work with a child from your field placement, be sure to discuss this with the classroom teacher 
and get the necessary permissions to work with the child. 

 
This assignment requires you to study the literacy development of a particular child.  Throughout 
the semester you will be taught to use informal assessment measures and work samples to 
determine how children are developing as readers and writers.  After learning about these 
measures in class, you will administer them to your focal child.  You will submit the results of 
these assessments and your analysis of the child’s strengths and needs in a case study report.  
After describing the assessments given and the results, and providing a summary of the child’s 
literacy development, you will provide specific instructional recommendations for supporting the 
child’s growth as a reader and writer. 
 
Further description of this assignment will be distributed in class before you begin administering 
assessments. 

 
6) Literacy Block Plan (200 points) 

 
This assignment requires the planning of a week-long literacy block for a first or second grade 
class.  You will develop your plan around a central theme and will plan both whole class and small 
group instruction.  You will provide a list of children’s books that you will use during the week 
that correspond to the theme.  In the weeks prior to this assignment, you will collaborate with a 
group of classmates to locate appropriate books. 
 
You will select some of the books as “whole class” texts and will describe whole class literacy 
activities that will build a community of readers and writers around the central theme and central 
concepts.  You will also select books that will be used during small group instruction and will 
describe the literacy activities that will address the needs of the children in each group. 
 
Further description of this assignment will be distributed in class several weeks prior to the due 
date. 

 
Academic Integrity Policy: 
Please refer to the Policy on Academic Integrity for Undergraduate and Graduate 
Students at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu. I will follow the policy strictly. 
 
It is expected that you comply with standards of academic integrity in this course.  If you 
need assistance in an assignment or course content, please seek assistance from your 
professor or other appropriate resources.  Assignments should be your own work, except 
in cases where it is a group product.  Any resources that are used to guide your thinking 
and/or written work should be appropriately referenced. The consequence for violating 



policies of academic integrity and other elements of the student code of conduct are 
serious. 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
Class Session Topic Readings and Assignments due 
   
Session One  History of Early Literacy Instruction 

– Influential Philosophies & 
Theories 

• LDEY: Chapter 1 

   
Session Two  
 

Motivating Literacy Learning 
(Guest presentation: Dr. Lesley 
Morrow) 

• LDEY: Chapter 8 
• LC: Chapters 1 - 5 

   
Session Three  Word Recognition: Phonemic 

Awareness, Alphabet Recognition, 
and Word Study (phonics; sight 
words; structural analysis) 

Part 1 of Storytelling/Phonics Lesson Assignment due 
(in-class presentation) 
• LDEY: Chapter 5 

   
Session Four  Word Recognition: Phonemic 

Awareness, Alphabet Recognition, 
and Word Study (phonics; sight 
words; structural analysis) 

• LDEY: Chapter 5 
• Online discussion article + posting 

Session Five  Word Recognition: Assessment & 
Choosing Appropriate Texts  

Part 2 of Storytelling Assignment/Phonics Lesson due 
• Article (pdf) – Clark (2004) 
• LDEY: pages 47-51 

   
Session Six  Oral Language Development • LDEY: Chapter 4 

• BWTL (entire book) 
   
Session Seven  Fluency and Comprehension Vocabulary Lesson due 

• LDEY: Chapter 6 
• Online discussion article + posting 

   
Session Eight  Early Writing Development • LDEY: Chapter 7 

• Online discussion article + posting 
   
Session Nine 
 

Assessments and Standards Case Study due 
• LDEY: Chapter 2 
• Report of the National Reading Panel – Put Reading 

First, 3rd edition, National Institute for Literacy 
• Language Arts Core Content Standards (NJCCS)  

   
Session Ten  Organizing Literacy Instruction – 

Whole class and small group 
instruction and independent center 
activities 

• LDEY: Chapter 9 
• Chapter (pdf): Paratore & McCormack (2005) 
• Article: Ford & Opitz (2002) 
• Online discussion article + posting 

   
Session Eleven  Organizing Literacy Instruction – 

Putting it all Together: Planning the 
Literacy Block 

• Online discussion article + posting 

   



Session 
Twelve  

Meeting the Needs of Individuals Literacy Block Plan due 
• LDEY: Chapter 3 

   
Session 
Thirteen  

Home–School Literacy Connections • LDEY: Chapter 10 
• Online discussion article + posting 

   
Session 
Fourteen  

The Professional Teacher – 
Synthesis & Evaluation of Your 
Learning and Recommendations for 
Ongoing Development as an 
Effective Teacher of Literacy 

• Selected article from The Reading Teacher or 
Language Arts 

• New Jersey Professional Teaching Standards: 
http://www.state.nj.us/njded/profdev/profstand 

 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/njded/profdev/profstand�

