
Rutgers Graduate School of Education 
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Online Course Asynchronous 
Course Syllabus & Requirements 

  
Instructor:  Janice DeCicco Fipp, Ed.D.            Email: jani2045@aol.com 
Office Hours:    Daily by Email (Checked early morning and late evening 
daily)                                                         
Phone: Not necessary as the email goes directly to my phone. 
  
Course Description: 
This course focuses on instructional practices in special education.  It explores approaches to 
instruction in special education and attempts to help current teachers and prospective teachers 
consolidate these into a repertoire of instructional strategies that can be used to meet the needs of 
students with disabilities at various stages of skill mastery.  Procedures covered in this course are 
applicable in inclusive as well as more restrictive settings, and address the needs of students 
from a broad array of cultural, linguistic, and economic backgrounds.  This course is usually 
taken in conjunction with a field placement, where students apply procedures and strategies 
learned in class, but not this section.  However, students are expected to apply concepts as 
assigned. Topical coverage includes the following: 

  examination of issues related to special education identification and why large 
numbers of students fail 

  teacher-directed instruction 
  lesson planning for multiple learning environments  
  characteristics of students with mild disabilities in language arts & math, as 

well as those with behavior problems 
  Components of reading, writing, & math instruction 
  Research-based instructional strategies, modifications, & materials for 

teaching students with disabilities 
  New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS) 
  New Jersey Professional Teaching  
  Components of Response To Intervention 

  
Course Objectives: 
Students will develop an understanding of the following: 

1.      Theories and models of teaching and learning that provide the basis for special 
education practice. (PTS 4i4) 

2.      Planning, implementing, and evaluating direct instruction. (PTS 4i1; 4iii1; 4iii5; 
7iii4) 

3.      Lesson planning for multiple learning environments (PTS 4i1) 
4.      Characteristics of students with mild disabilities in language arts and math. (PTS 2i3; 

7i2) 
5.      Mastery of content area knowledge:  Components of reading, writing, math, content 

area and study skills. (PTS 1i1; 1i3; 1i4) 



6.      Selection, adaptation, and use of research-based instructional strategies and 
materials that meet the characteristics of individual learners. (PTS 7iii4) 

7.      Design of learning environments that encourage active participation by all learners 
in a variety of individual and group learning activities. (PTS 6i2; 6ii1) 

8.      Portfolio production will be described as we move forward. (These are the SAKAI 
assignments noted in the online classroom. 

  
Course Structure: 
This course combines lectures with discussions, required readings, large and small group discussions, cooperative 
learning activities, simulated experiences, instructor modeling and student practice of specific techniques, case 
studies and A/V aids.  As you are aware the course will also mean that assignments and class sessions will take 
place in the online classroom established through accessing eCollege.rutgers.edu.  
  
 Terminology and Online and In Class Etiquette 
  
The language to be used in regard to students with disabilities has changed over the years.  We are at a point in time 
where we understand that the discussion should refer to students with disabilities as the Individuals With Disabilites 
Education Act demonstrates by using “people first language”.  Therefore, we will use the terminology used in the 
law as prepositional constructions such as, “students with learning disabilities” or “students with Down Syndrome” 
as opposed to the adjectival constructions used in the past, such as ”retarded students”.  See the APA manual for 
more person-first terminology. 
  
In addition, the when we are working online, the challenge in an online environment is to communicate in a 
professional manner without demonstrating negative feelings toward others in one’s writing.  That is achieved, by 
proofreading whatever is written, before posting it, by not attacking someone else’s opinion or statement with the 
use of negative vocabulary or offensive choice of words or tone.  In addition, one’s “type” can also be construed as 
emotional when bold type or exclamations are used. We must be open to diversity of thinking. Be very careful to 
think of the courtesy needed in this environment, prior to posting. 
  
Format for Assignments  
  
All assignments should be typed, double spaced and neat.  Edit your work carefully before submitting it.  Grammar, 
spelling, sentence and paragraph structure as well as APA format are all part of the grading process.  Please use 12 
point font in a traditional/ professional font such as Times Roman.  All assignments must be completed using APA 
format (5th Edition).   
  
Save all work with your Last Name Name of Assignment and Date prior to submitting it in the Drop Box.  If you do 
not save as: Last NameName of Assignment and Date then I have twenty or so files with no idea which one to 
reattach to give back to you with a grade.  Please be sure to Save As all of your Word Documents with : Your Last 
Name and Name of Assignment and The Date. 

  
  

Required Texts:  
  
1.  Bos, C.S., & Vaughn, S. (2009).  Strategies for teaching students with learning and  
behavior problems. 7th Edition.  Pearson Education, Inc. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458. 
  
2.  Pearson MyEducationLab to accompany the Bos and Vaughn 7th Edition text. 
  
How You Earn Your Grade: 
  



Evaluation of your performance in this course is based on a point system.  Each week’s 
assignments have been given a point value of 3 points per week, for the total of 15 weeks. 
In addition, there are assignments listed below for the additional points adding up to 100 points.  
 
It is possible for you to earn a total of 100 points for this course.  This system allows you to 
monitor your performance as the semester progresses. 
  
Detailed descriptions of these course requirements are provided on the following pages and in 
the online environment: 
  
  
Course Requirements: 
______________________________________________________________ 
Weekly Attendance & Weekly Assignment Question or Exercise Quality and Completion    
(Three points per week for fifteen weeks) 
 
Some may be required to be submitted within the Drop Box                                          
                                                                                                                45 points 
 
Lesson Plan and Unit Plan for SAKAI                                                   15 points                                                     
 
Annotated Bibliography                                                                          15 points 
 
 
Term Course ePortfolio of Resources of Materials and Methods      25pts. 
                                                                                                
______________________________________________________________ 

Total:              100  
Points                                                        
                                   

Number grades will be converted to letter grades as follows: 
90-100                         A 
87-89                             B+ 
80-86                             B 
77-79                             C+ 
70-76                             C 
60-69                             D 
59 and below   F 
  

        If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and are 
eligible for academic accommodations or modifications, please notify me immediately.  
Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs. For additional 
assistance, please contact the New Brunswick Campus Coordinator at (732) 932-1711. 

  
Assignment Submission Policy: 

        No grades will be curved, and no extra credit is available. 



        Late assignments are accepted only at the discretion of the instructor and will, if accepted, 
be penalized 2% of their total worth for each day they are late.  There will be no 
exceptions. 

        If you are ill the day an assignment is due, you must contact the instructor for 
arrangements to be made.  

        Students should review and be familiar with the Policy on Academic Integrity.  Violations 
of academic integrity will be handled according to the procedures and guidelines outlined 
in the catalog and could result in course failure and/or expulsion.  Plagiarism, handing in 
someone else’s work, work obtained on the internet, or work written for another 
professor’s course are all reasons for failure of this course and dismissal from this 
university. 

        Terminology:  Under no circumstances should terms such as retarded or learning 
disabled be used as a noun.  Prepositional constructions such as “students with learning 
disabilities” or “individuals who have mental retardation” are preferred over adjectival 
constructions such as “mentally retarded people.”  Because normal has multiple meanings 
and may inappropriately imply abnormal where it is not applied, this word should not be 
used.  Instead, more operationally descriptive terms such as “intellectually average 
students” or “students without learning disabilities” should be used. See the APA Manual 
for more information on person-first terminology. 

        All assignments should be typed, double spaced, and neat.  Edit your work before handing 
it in, as attention to grammar, spelling, and organization count.  Please use 12-point font in 
a traditional/professional font (e.g., Times New Roman). All assignments must be 
completed using APA Format (5th Edition). 
Any assignment to be placed in a Drop Box must be in Word and Saved As: Last Name 
and Name of Assignment and Date  

        You must demonstrate better than satisfactory writing skill.  If you are planning to teach 
students with learning disabilities (or any students) you must model mastery of the 
subjects you teach.  Students whose writing consistently contains any of the errors listed 
below (or other errors deemed to be excessive and problematic) will have points deducted 
from their assignments and will be referred to the Writing Center for remediation.  If the 
student’s writing fails to improve, it will be reflected in the final grade.   

then/than                 possessives 
its/it’s                     run-ons 
their/there/they’re    spelling errors 

  
  
Course Requirements 
  
In an “onground” course, you would be meeting once a week for 2 hours and forty minutes per week, for each of 
fifteen weeks.  In addition, you are expected to do a minimum of 2 hours and forty minutes of homework each 
week.   
  
Between the textbook, the myeducationlab resources and our online classroom activities, you will read, engage in 
discussions, in interaction via videos, case studies and problem solving that will result in you leaving this course 
with a wealth of knowledge regarding skill, strategies, resources, and tools to use for teaching students with learning 
and behavior problems.  You will put in the same amount of time or maybe more. 
  



Due to the many resources and activities for which you will be involved each week, such as problem solving, 
question answering, discussions, viewing of videos, reading of case studies and articles, there will be the one term 
assignment, as described below. 
  
Term Assignments Over and Above Weekly Questions ( Details to Be Presented in Online 
Classroom) 

1. Attendance, Preparation, & Participation   This is the expectation that you attend 
class (this means being present online to participate in the discussions and 
activities.)  

2. Each week you will be assigned to read from our textbook and answer questions as 
assigned.  In addition, you will have assignments on a weekly basis to access your 
myeducationlab to view videos, to read case studies or to read articles related to our 
topics.  Response assignments will be identified within weekly sections of our online 
classroom.  

 
3. Annotated Bibliography to be completed on a topic related to Literacy. DUE Nov. 16th 

 
4. Lesson Plan and a Unit Plan using the Understanding By Design Format. Lesson Plan due Sept. 22 and 

Unit Plan Due Oct. 18 
 

5. A Term Course ePortfolio of Resources of Materials and Methods will be created.  
ePortfolio due November 30th. 
 

(Not the SAKAI assignment, but an ePortfolio you keep and use as you teach.)  Sections 
will include:  
  

a. Insights from Text Readings and Articles, (one on a page) Minimum of 15 
insights from articles or from text. And/or 
 

b. Forms of Assessments to utilize, (one on a page…title, use, description and how 
you will use it)  and/or 

 
c.  Interventions, Strategies, Methods and Techniques to Use in Your Classroom 

with students with special needs (Minimum of fifteen.  One page per, Describe 
the resource AND Describe how you will use it.) 

  
As you move throughout the assignments in this course, begin to create an ePortfolio 
of a minimum of twenty five insights and/or resources to be used for enhancing your 
skill as a special education teacher.   
 
Create this ePortfolio with insights and strategies, methods, materials, sources that 
you plan to apply as a teacher.   
  
Each resource will be identified on one page of the Portfolio, including its name, its 
category (a text, an article, a website, a strategy, a method, a material, etc.), a 
description of it and your plans for use of it as a teacher of students with special 
needs. 



 
 

  
  

Reading/Assignment Schedule 
  

Date 
  
Sept. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________ 
Sept. 8 

Class Topic 
  
Order Book and Myeducationlab 
Practice online environment via the eCollege 
Tutorials 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contemporary Issues in Special Education 
Articles Provided by Instructor on Inclusion, on 
Teaching of Reading, on RTI. Etc. 

Readings/Due 
  
Read Questions 
Under Week 
One and 
Answer 
Get Familiar 
with the 
Rutgers 
Library for 
Future 
Research 
______________ 
Read and 
Answer 
Questions in 
Week Two  
  
  
  
  

Sept. 15 Chapter One Planning and Teaching for Understanding 
         Read the Focus Questions and Answer them prior 

to reading the text or reviewing the PowerPoint 
         Read the PowerPoint Slides for Chapter One 
         Factors to Consider in Determining How Serious a 

Learning or Behavior Problem Is 
         Defining Features of Special Ed 
         Refer to Week Three Section of Online Classroom 

for week assignments 
  

Bos and Vaughn 
Chapter One 

Sept. 22 
  

Chapter 2  
  
         Operant Learning and Applied Behavioral  
         Increasing Desirable Behaviors  
         Decreasing Undesirable Behaviors 
         Cognitive Strategy Instruction 
  

Bos and Vaughn 
Chapter Two 
 
Lesson Plan 
Due Sept. 28 
Worth 7 ½ 
points and goes 
to Sakai 



Sept. 29 
  

  
Chapter Three Response to Intervention 
         Intensive Intervention Strategies 
 
 
          

Bos and Vaughn 
Chapter Three 

Oct. 5 Chapter Four Promoting Social Acceptance and 
Managing Behavior 
         Preparing the Physical and Instructional 

Environment 
         Using Cooperative Learning Activities 
         Using Tech to Enhance Socialization Skills 
         Classroom Management 
         Developing Functional Behavioral Assessment 
         Preventing Bullying and Teasing 
         Learned Helplessness 
         Suicide Warning Signs 

Bos and 
Vaughn 
Chapter Four 

Oct. 12 Chapter Five Communicating, Collaborating, and 
Coteaching:  Working with Professionals and Families 
  
         Challenges to Successful Inclusion 
         Consultation and Collaboration 
         Guidelines for Effective Coteaching 
         Working with Paraprofessionals 
         Working with Families 
  

Bos and Vaughn 
Chapter Five 
 
Unit Plan Due 
Oct. 18th  
Worth 7 ½ 
points and goes 
to Sakai 

Oct. 19 Chapter Six Assessing and Teaching Oral Language 
         Content of Language Instruction 
         Promoting Language Through Conversations 
         Metalinguistics 
         Working With Families to Extend Language 

Concepts 

Bos and Vaughn 
 Chapter 6 

Oct. 26 Chapter Seven Part One:  Assessing and Teaching 
Reading 

 Phonological Awareness  
 Teaching Phonics  
 Word Identification  
 Sight Word Association  
 Picture Association Techniques  

  
   
         
     

Bos and Vaughn 
Chapter Seven 
Pages 240-260 
Part One 



  
  

Nov. 3 
  

Chapter Seven Part Two: Prefixes, Suffixes, Word 
recognition, Word Study  
 

 

Bos and 
Vaughn Pages 
Chapter Seven 
Part Two: pages 
260 to 291 

  
  

Nov. 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________ 
 
Nov. 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________ 
 
Nov. 24 

Chapter Eight Part One  
Assessing and Teaching Reading 

         Assessing Fluency 
         Teaching Fluency 
         Choral Repeated reading 
         Peer Supported reading 
         Reading Performances 

         Thinking About Reading Comprehension 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Chapter Eight Part Two 
Self Questioning Strategy 
Questioning the Author 
POSSE 
DRA 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Chapter Nine Assessing and Teaching Writing and 
Spelling Part One 
         Knowledge of Writing Strategies 
         Writing Process Meeting the Needs in 

Heterogeneously Grouped Class? 
         Guidelines for teaching Writing 
         Ten pointers for Teaching Writing to Students with 

Special Needs 
         Relationship Between Rhyming and Spelling 
  

Bos and 
Vaughn  
Chapter Eight 
Part One Pages 
292-327 
 
Annotated 
Bibliography 
Due Nov. 16 
 
 
 
 
 
___________ 
 
Chapter Eight 
Part Two pages 
327-360 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________ 
Chapter Nine 
 
ePortfolio due 
November 
30th. 



December One Chapter Ten Assessing and teaching Content Area 
learning and Vocab Instruction  Part One 
         Teaching Content Area reading 
         Teaching Content Area Vocabulary 
         Adapting Textbooks 
         Study Skills and Learning Strategies 
  

Bos and Vaughn 
Chapter 10 

December Eight Chapter Eleven  
Assessing and teaching Mathematics 
 

Bos and 
Vaughn  
Chapter 
Eleven 

  
  
 


