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Instructor Name:  Susan Golbeck Email address: 
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Rm 110 

 
Learning goals 

1. Students will have an understanding of the principles of human development as 
evidenced in cognition, social, emotional and physical development. 

2. Students will understand how these principles apply to children’s functioning in 
real world environments especially in schools and homes.   

3. Students will develop the skills for observing children in classrooms and everyday 
social contexts. 

4. Students will evidence an understanding of how children’s development, is 
influenced by social and cultural factors. 

5. Students will acquire the skills to think critically about resources on child 
development that are available to practitioners and parents 

 
Course catalog description: 
This is an advanced course in child development for prospective teachers with a focus on 
learning and development during the preschool, kindergarten and the primary years.  
Children’s social and emotional development as well emerging cognitive skills in 
language, representation and problem solving are examined from a cognitive-
developmental-ecological framework.  Students will integrate theory and research with 
observations of children in classrooms and community contexts. 
 
Required Textbooks: 
Scarlett, W. G., Naudeau, S., Salonious-Pasternak, D. & Ponte, I. (2005). Children’s 
play, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.  (Paperback).  ISSBN: 0-7619-2999. 
 
Weiss, H., Kreider, H.,Lopez, M. & Chatman, C. (Eds.) (2010).  Preparing educators to 
involve families: From theory to practice, 2nd ed., Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
(Paperback).  ISSBN: 978-1-4129-7437-0. 
 
Additional required reading will be available on the class website or through the Rutgers 
Univeristy Library under electronic reserves. http://libraries.rutgers.edu 
 

http://libraries.rutgers.edu/


Grading policy: 
 All assignments are due on the date posted in the syllabus unless special 

arrangements have been with the instructor beforehand.    
 Major assignments should be written in APA Style.  They should be submitted in 

both a hard copy and electronically.   Please be sure your name is on all your 
work. 

 If assignments are turned in late, the grade may be lowered. 
 Brief reaction papers or journal entries are due weekly.  You are required to 

complete 10 of these throughout the term.   There are 12 weeks of assigned 
reading, so you can miss two with no penalty.  These reactions are due by class 
time.   

 You are expected to come to class.  There will be a sign in sheet.  If you miss 
more than two weeks of class, your grade may be lowered. 

 Assignments, readings, lecture notes and online discussion will be posted on the 
course website (in either sakai or ecollege). You will need to be able to access 
both of these sites easily. 

 It is not acceptable to submit a paper that you wrote for another class.  If you have 
a continuing interest in a topic, speak to the instructor about appropriate strategies 
for building upon your earlier work. 

 
Assignments: 

 Students will be expected to complete short written assignments weekly through 
postings on the class website.   

 Students will complete an observation and analysis of an environment used by 
children and families in the community (e.g., playground, library, museum, 
community recreation center, etc.).   This is a major written assignment and will 
draw upon readings and class presentations. 

 Students will complete a major written project on a designated topic in early 
education and child development.  Projects will be shared with the class at the end 
of the term.  (More details will be provided). 

 Students will lead at least two class discussions of class reading assignments. 
 There will be one take home exam around week 10. 

 
Policy on Academic Integrity 
Please refer to the Policy on Academic Integrity for Undergraduate and Graduate 
Students at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu. I will follow the policy strictly. 
 
Care, respect and integrity in written and classroom exchanges. All written work, 
including postings on Sakai, should be proofread for clarity, spelling, grammatical errors 
and the like. Outside sources should be referenced appropriately (either APA or Chicago 
style is acceptable). Please use language that is appropriate for the classroom setting and 
maintain a professional tone in both your Sakai postings and classroom discussions. 
Please do your own work and cite your sources. For more details, go to: 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. 
 
Web site: There will be a class website on either Sakai (http://sakai.rutgers.edu) or 
Ecompanion (http://ecompanion.rutgers.edu).  

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml
http://sakai.rutgers.edu/
http://ecompanion.rutgers.edu/


 
Course Schedule (tentative) 
 
Date Topic Assignment 
Sept 8 
Class 1 

Introduction 
 

Contexts for development.  Some examples. 
What is the difference between learning and development? 

Sept 12 
Class 2 

Children’s play: Why is it 
important? 

 Scarlett et al. , Ch 1 
Anna Freud --Ch on  Jewish refugee children in England 
(reprinted in Damon) 
1 article tba 

Sept 19 
Class 3 

Infancy and toddlerhood: 
Social interaction and play 

Scarlett et al Ch 2 
Bruner, J. Peek-a-boo study 
1 article tba 

Sept 26 
Class 4 

The preschool years: Play 
and symbolic processes. 
 

Scarlett et al  Ch 3 
Vygotsky, L.  The role of play in development. In Mind in 
society: The development of higher psychological processes, 
pp. 92-104. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
2 articles tba 

Oct 3 
Class 5 

Preschool & primary years: 
Social development & 
early collaborations 

 Weiss et al (2010).  Section 1 
2 articles tba 

Oct 10 
Class 6 
 

The later elementary 
school years.  New 
cognitive competencies. 

Scarlett et al Ch 4 & Ch 5 
2 articles tba 

Oct 17 
Class 7 

Play today:  Many kinds of 
games and new challenges 

Scarlett et al Ch 6 & 7 
2 articles tba 

Oct 24 
Class 8 

Settings for play 
 

Scarlett et al Ch 9 
2 articles tba 

Oct 31 
Class 9 

Therapeutic uses for play.  
Children with special needs
 

Scarlett Ch 10 & 11 
2 articles tba 

Nov 7 
Class 10 

EXAM 
 

Take home exam.   

Nov 14 
Class 11 

Expanding social worlds. 
Building bridges with 
families 

Weiss et al.  (2010) Preparing educators to involve families: 
From theory to practice. Section 2: The meso system. 
2 articles tba 

Nov 28 
Class 12 

Contexts for learning & 
development: A 
comprehensive view 

Weiss et al.  (2005).  Preparing educators… Section 3: The 
exo system, Section 4: The macro system. 
2 articles tba 

Dec 5 
Class 13 

Student projects & 
discussion 

Discussion of projects in class.  
The role of the early childhood educator.  Best practices and 
resources for teachers.    

Dec 12 
Class 14 

 Student projects & 
discussion 

Discussion of projects--  
Child development in the community:  Issues for families & 
policy makers 

 
 


