
2012 Ninth Grade
ASA Social Studies & Science

3rd Quarter Presentation
  

Goal: To develop a rich understanding of the interplay between culture, geography and 
ecology as demonstrated through in-depth analysis of one indigenous society of the 
present day.  
 
Introduction: 
What is an indigenous culture?  How do we define indigenous?
How do indigenous cultures differ from mainstream society?
What can we learn from indigenous societies and their worldview by studying their 
culture?
 
Ecology is the study of interactions between organisms and the components of their 
environment (both living and nonliving).  Ecologists are particularly interested in how 
changes in discrete parts of an ecosystem can reverberate throughout an environment.
 
For example, how do changes in population size of a prey species affect the population 
size of its predator?  How does the availability of nesting sites constrain population 
growth in the birds that use them?  How might new, invasive species (such as dogs, 
pigs, rats, or even humans) affect the overall health of the ecosystem?
 
Indigenous societies provide a rare insight into the nature and evolution of humans 
and their cultures.   Because they are often profoundly connected with their local 
environments, indigenous groups allow us to examine the interplay between human 
culture and ecology.  The complex resources and challenges of the environment are 
met by equally complex cultural practices.  Like physical or behavioral adaptations, 
cultural practices can improve one’s chances of surviving in harsh environments. For 
example, how might the scarcity of game found in the harsh Kalahari desert affect 
the attitude of the Bushmen toward the scarce elan?  Or, what effect does the lack of 
foliage available along with the cold temperatures have on the Inuit of the Arctic? 
 
Human societies also impact the environments in which they are found through the use 
and exploitation of resources such as food, materials, and living space.  For example, 
how do cultural practices such as waste disposal/removal of indigenous societies 
improve or diminish the environment as compared to mainstream societies?
 
 
 
Students will synthesize their research on culture, the 5 themes of geography, 
and ecology of their chosen indigenous group.



 
Indigenous Groups (choose one):

1. Yanomami, Amazon Rain Forest
2. Australian Aborigines, Australia
3. San Bushmen, Southern Africa
4. Inuit, Arctic

 
Student will be well-versed in the indigenous group’s

● Location
○ Relative Location
○ Absolute Location

● Place
○ Human Characteristics
○ Physical Characteristics

● Human-Environmental Interactions
○ Humans adapt to the environment
○ Humans modify the environment
○ Humans depend on the environment

● Movement
○ People
○ Goods
○ Ideas

● Regions
○ Formal
○ Functional
○ Vernacular (perceptual)

 
Each student will need to research the following topics for his/ her indigenous 
group in order to describe:

1. Use of technology (e.g. tools, shelter, clothing, weapons) as cultural adaptations 
to environmental conditions- Explain the what and why

2. Family structure/ community size in relation to available natural resources
a. relationships within family and community (generational interactions)/

kinship
b. child rearing
c. type of society
d. individual/ gender roles (within family and within community)
e. polygamy/monogamy
f. social structure 

3. Religious beliefs, rituals, and customs that reflect patterns found in nature 
(seasonal changes, animal migrations, agriculture, etc.) Secular or religious? 
Polytheistic or monotheistic?

4. Unique characteristics of communication or language (verbal and non-verbal) 
that reflect adaptation to the specific environmental conditions

a. How is history transmitted to future generations?

http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#Location
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#PLACE
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#HUMAN/ENVIRONMENTAL%20INTERACTION
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#HUMAN/ENVIRONMENTAL%20INTERACTION
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#HUMAN/ENVIRONMENTAL%20INTERACTION
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#HUMAN/ENVIRONMENTAL%20INTERACTION
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#HUMAN/ENVIRONMENTAL%20INTERACTION
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#MOVEMENT
http://www.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html#REGION


b. Oral or written language?
c. How has language impacted development of culture?



5. Values - Describe the what and why.  How is their worldview shaped by their 
values? What are their norms, folkways, and mores? How are these learned?

6.  Power
a. Who has power? How is it gained? How is conflict resolved? 
b. Division of resources? Division of labor? 
c. Political structure - How and by whom are decisions made?
d. Any legal issues affecting this society now or in past?
e. Any political movements associated with this indigenous group?
f. How has this group dealt with a dominant culture (in their region)? How 

have they dealt with imperialism?
g. How did they survive the onslaught of imperialism of dominant culture? 

What elements of their culture did they maintain? To what extent did they 
assimilate to the dominant culture of their area?

7. Contributions to society
a. art
b. music
c. literature
d. symbols- portrayal of nature (e.g. plants and animals) in music, dance, art

8. Incorporate the cultural anthropology terms discussed in social studies 
(culture, material culture, non-material culture, values, beliefs, norms, folkways, 
mores, situational learning, social learning, symbols, worldview, secular, 
polytheism,monotheism, polygamy, monogamy, indigenous, acculturation, 
assimilation, cultural diffusion, kinship, achieved status, cultural universals)

Components:
Research: an in-depth exploration of your chosen indigenous society including: 

● Formal topic/theme choice
● Typed research notes submitted for review  (see timeline) 
● Typed thesis statement submitted for review
● At least 10-15 sources (4 of which must be print media; websites require 

approval)
 
Written Report: a written examination of your chosen indigenous society including:

● A cover/title page
● An original thesis supported with extensive evidence gathered through thorough 

research
● In-depth analysis of how a society’s culture contributes to survival in response to 

specific challenges presented by the regions unique geography and ecology
● 10 to 12 pages, typed, double spaced
● Works Cited using MLA format

 
Presentation: an analysis of the interplay between your chosen society’s culture, 
geography, and ecology, including:



● Detailed presentation of all research topics listed above
● Thorough discussion of original theme(s) presented in the written report
● Demonstration of effective presentation skills (proper pronunciation, clear 

speech, appropriate dress, good posture, etc.)
● Ten minutes in length 

 
Visual Aid: a tri-fold board which visually represents key ideas from your presentation 
including:

● Concise, but important talking points (clearly typed in appropriately sized font for 
audience)

● Color images of your indigenous society and their environment
● Maps indicating the geographical location of the subject of your report (including 

topography, natural resources, population density, climate)
 
3-Ring Binder: dedicated to your project, and brought to class everyday. This will 
include:

● Notes, photocopies, drafts, and other resources
● All notes must be typed (hand-written notes will not receive credit)
● All items must be neatly kept, and well organized in binder (sloppy, crumpled, 

torn or stained papers will result in loss of credit)
 
Timeline:
January

10 Packets handed out
12 Parent signature due / 3 ring binder due
13 Library field trip and Journey of Man viewing
20 First set of notes due - 6 typed pages / 3 p. SS & 3p. Geo, Ecology
27 Thesis statement due

 
February

3 Second set of notes due - 12 typed pages minimum
8 Graphic organizer due
10 Rough draft due
17 Final paper due
24 Graded papers returned
27 Presentation boards due
27 Practice Week
 

March
5 Presentation Week 

 



The parent signature form will be collected by Ms. Forbes.  All other assignments will 
be collected by Mr. McGehee.  In total, there are 8 assignments leading up to the final 
presentation.  We do not accept late work. This is a very large percentage of your 
grade.  Do not miss any of the due dates. Make sure you do not have any computer or 
printer issues.  We will not be able to print out assignments for a student unless 
your parent has made arrangements with us in advance. Do not email us your 
notes or any other assignment and assume that is okay.  All students need 
to turn in a hard copy of the assignment unless your parent has made other 
arrangements with us in advance.
 
You may use your laptop at school on days when we are doing presentation work.
Please make sure an electronics use agreement form is on file with the office.


