
Social Studies Summer School 2012 

Ms. Street – street@goasa.org 

  

I want to welcome you to Social Studies summer school!  I look forward to sharing this opportunity to 

further develop lifelong learning skills with you.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me (street@goasa.org) if 

you have any questions about what you read below. 

  

OVERVIEW: 

  

Through online correspondence over the course of the next four weeks, we will be work 

together on your: 

  

·         research skills 

·         5th grade Social Studies content 

  

In order to explore the content, we will also be learning, practicing, and refining many other 

skills.  The checklist included in this packet gives you an idea of how I will be assessing both 

your knowledge and your mastery of skills. Additionally, before each major assessment, I will 

provide you with a copy of a rubric that outlines my expectations for the assignment.  

  

MATERIALS: 

  

In order to successfully complete this course, you will need to secure the following: 

□      Regular access to a computer with internet and email capability 

□      Access to Adobe Reader (you can download this for free at http://get.adobe.com/reader/ ) 

□      Access to Microsoft Word or Open Office 

o    Note – Open Office is a free software package with comparable features to Microsoft 

Word.  You can read about it and (if you so choose) download it at 

http://download.openoffice.org/index.html 

  

HOMEWORK: 

 

You will have a three-part homework assignment FOR THE FIRST THREE WEEKS:   

  

·  Research skills based on grade-level specific content, including (but not limited to): 

o    exploration 

o    colonization 

o    Revolutionary War 

o   assigned reading selections and assignments which require you to practice both your 

reading comprehension and writing skills 

  

For the FOURTH WEEK, you will be working on a research essay: 

  

·         a five-paragraph, research essay which uses textual evidence as support for your ideas 
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·         a bibliography for sources used to write your paper 

 

WORKFLOW: 

  

I will email you the reading/writing assignments by 8am Monday morning each week.  It is 

expected that the assignment will be completed and will be emailed to me NO LATER than 

5pm on Thursday each week in order to receive credit for the assignment.  This will also allow 

you to receive feedback before you complete formal assessments (tests, essays, etc.) on the 

dates outlined below.  

  

Please Note:  Timely completion of the homework is one of the objectives on which you 

will be assessed in order to ultimately earn credit for summer school.  

  

An assignment meets my expectations when it meets the Standards for Written Work (see page 

four of this packet) and represents your best effort.  If you’re not sure how to complete an 

assignment, try something and turn it in at the assigned time.  Late homework is never 

accepted for credit, but attempted homework can be accepted.  

  

  

ASSESSMENT: 

  

You will be assessed throughout the summer using rubrics which have six levels of 

performance:  Exceeds, Meets Plus, Meets, Meets Minus, Approaches, and Falls Far Below the 

Standard.  The rubrics will have descriptors that outline what each of these levels mean, and I 

will often provide examples of what these assessment levels look like for specific assignments.  

  

As a means of keeping track of your progress, I will email you a Progress Report no later than 

Tuesday, June 24th, which will reflect your status on various learning objectives up to that point.  

Similarly, I will email you a Final Checklist on Tuesday, July 10th, which will reflect your final 

standing in my class. 

  

In order to earn credit for this class, you must perform at an average of a “Meets Minus” 

level or above on the learning objectives listed on the checklist.  

  

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENT TIMELINE: 

  

There are FOUR major assessments that will constitute a large portion of your performance on 

the objectives listed on the checklist.  It is intended that the homework is practice for these 

assessments and that you will use my feedback in order to demonstrate mastery of these 

objectives when it comes time for these assessments. 

  

Friday, June 15th: 

Short Essay Test. 



  

Friday 22, June 20th: 

Second Assignment and Short Essay Test. 

  

Friday, June 29th: 

Writing plan and sources for five-paragraph essay 

  

Sunday, July 8th: 

·         Final draft due of five-paragraph, essay using textual evidence. 

·         Comprehensive exam based on information studied during the first three weeks 

  

  

Summer School Standards for Written Work: 

  

·         Work should be in black, Arial, 12 point font. 

·         All papers must have 1-inch margins around all edges of the paper.  (NOTE:  This may 

require changing the default settings on your computer.) 

·         Heading should be SINGLE-SPACED and on the first line in the upper left hand corner of 

the paper.  The heading must include the following in this order: 

First and Last Name 

Teacher Name 

Class 

Date (day/month/year) 

·         The body of the writing assignment should be double-spaced. 

·         Title should be in the center of the page (on the next line down from the heading) and 

SHOULD NOT be in bold font or underlined. 

·         Written responses must be in complete sentences, following proper writing mechanics. 

Annotation 

When annotating something that you’ve read you are expected to: 

1. Highlight important facts. 

2. Write important facts and/or summaries in the margins. 

3. Highlight any new vocabulary, or bold vocabulary words in the text. 

4. Next to the vocabulary words, you are to write a definition of the word. 

5. You should write a question for every section of reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


