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Introductions Unit WS #1 Grading in HS 
Course grades are reported differently in high school (grades 9-12) at 

ASA than they were in middle school.  In addition, 9
th

 grade is when 

you start accumulating your GPA (grade point average), which is a 

common statistic looked at by colleges and scholarship committees 

upon graduation from high school. 

This assignment is designed to get you familiar with some of the 

methods used to calculate your grades in high school at ASA.  YOU 

MAY WANT TO USE INFORMATION ON YOUR SYLLABUS TO HELP 

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS. 

1. In grades 5-8 Arizona School for the Arts, your grades are reported using 

the descriptive categories that follow.  List each descriptive category, 

and next to it put the letter grade and overall percentage range you 

believe matches.  (There isn’t necessarily only ONE matching letter 

grade, there may be a range!  Do this even if you DID NOT attend ASA in 

earlier grades!) 

 Descriptive Categories:  Exceeds, Meets+, Meets, Meets-, Falls Far Below 

 2. Most 9
th

 grade teachers report overall grades in their course as a 

percentage.  The course percentages for three different students are 

given below.   

• Annabelle:  biology 94.6%, English 82.1%, Spanish 75%, math 85.2%, 

World Studies 89.9%, piano 68.2%, theatre 99.8% 

• Toby:  biology 84.6%, English 92.1%, Spanish 90.3%, math 95.2%, 

World Studies 79.9%, band 68.2%, theatre 69.8% 

• Jesse:  biology 65.6%, English 78.1%, Spanish 91.2%, math 76.8%, 

World Studies 90.9%, strings 89.2%, choir 86.8% 

a) Create a table (sometimes called a chart) for each student listed above 

and fill in the following information: 

 Student Name: _____________________ 

Class Name Percentage Letter Grade GPA points 

(0.00-4.33) 
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b) Find the average of all of the scores in the last column (show as “GPA 

points”) for each student.  Who had the highest and lowest overall 

grade average (known as a GPA)? 

c) Do one or both of the following:   

• If you have access to the Internet, look up 3-5 different universities 

that you might be interested in attending and see if you can find the 

average GPA of their incoming students.  Record details about the 

universities you researched and what you found out in COMPLETE 

SENTENCES.  Do any of the sample students (Annabelle, Toby, or 

Jesse) have a GPA higher than this average? 

• If you don’t have internet access, or if you’re just curious:  Interview 

3-5 family members and see if they know what “GPA” stands for 

and remember their high school or college GPA.  If they are still in 

school, ask them if they know their current GPA.  (They may 

approximate if they don’t remember the exact value).  Record 

details about the people you interviewed and what you found out in 

COMPLETE SENTENCES.  Provide details about who was interviewed 

even if they DON’T remember their GPA. 

 

3. Bonnie was pleased with her overall progress reports in 8
th

 grade.  She 

passed all of her 7 classes (5 academic and 2 arts classes), receiving 

either a Meets or a Meets- in every course. 

a) Suppose Bonnie got a “Meets” in every course.  What do you estimate 

her overall GPA (grade point average) might be, on a 0.00-4.33 scale?  

Explain your reasoning in COMPLETE SENTENCES. 

b) Suppose Bonnie got a “Meets” in five of her courses, a “Meets+” in one, 

and an “Exceeds” in the last.  What do you estimate her overall GPA 

(grade point average) might be, on a 0.00-4.33  scale?  Show some 

calculations and explain your reasoning in COMPLETE SENTENCES. 

c) Do you think it’s worth it to strive for a B+ rather than a B-?  (or 

conversely, a Meets+ rather than a Meets-)?  Explain why you think so. 
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