
Document Analysis Guide for use in IB


POVL: Purpose, Origin, Value, & Limitations


Purpose
•	What is the subject matter? (E.g., Assessment? Motivational speech? Interpretation? Etc.)
•	Why was the source created at the time it was produced?
•	What is the point of view for the source? (This can also discussed in limitations, particularly if there is a clear bias or persuasive nature to the document)
•	What is the main idea the source is trying to convey?
•	For what audience was it written/created? (Is it scholarly? Political? Legal? For the general public, or more private?)
•	Was the recorder a neutral party, or did the creator have opinions or interests that might have influenced what was recorded?
•	Why did the creator write this document?



Origin
•	Who was the author? (NOTE: you may have to make inferences here, especially if you do not really know anything about the author. You can state that “we can infer this is from a scholar / a low-ranking political official /an economic expert / whatever”. The idea here is to provide some sense of the author’s status in regard to the document.)
•	When was it written/created? (Give specific date if available)
•	Where was it written/created?
•	What media was used to create the source? (E.g., scholarly article, propaganda poster, statistical chart, etc.)
•	Types of documents: diaries, journals, newspapers, official governments.  (Are they of a personal nature or a public one?)
•	Are they a first hand account or secondary?  (NOTE: neither type is more valuable or legitimate than the other! Do not make that mistake. IB usually will force you to do POVL on both a primary and secondary source.)



Value
•	What information about the past does the source convey?
•	Why is the source important?
•	What inferences can be drawn from the source?
•	Did the recorder wish to inform or persuade others?
•	What do we learn from the document? (Remember there is value in everything)
•	Did the recorder have reason to be honest or dishonest?
•	Was the information recorded during the event, immediately after the event, or after a lapse of time? (Why would a historian use it?) (NOTE: contemporary, secondary and scholarly sources are valuable because they provide the historian with the most recent scholarly assessment and interpretation. Primary documents are often valuable because they provide insight into how the event was understood or “manipulated” at the time, or how a particular group or person understood the event, etc. Again, do NOT claim that primary sources are better or worse than secondary in terms of either value or limitations.)


Limitations

•	How might the time of creation of this source affect its value or meaning to the historian trying to understand the event?
•	Is the source limited by author bias? By when the source was produced?
•	Does the point(s) of view impact the value of the source?
•	How is reliability of the source affected based on the audience for whom it was created?
•	Are there any claims or positions made by the author that are supported by evidence or fact?  How persuasive is the argument?
•	Consider all of the other analysis components.  What are the limitations and or bias.

