



I.B. SENIOR LEVEL HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS		Dr. D. Schmidt

Course description, policies and expectations


Contact information

Email   			docschmidt@hotmail.com or schmiddl@gm.sbac.edu
School phone		955-6704
Available		after school from 2:40 until 3:00 or by appointment

Website			link is on EHS website (see teacher websites)

	Students are expected to check the website frequently as readings, assignments and important links to websites will be posted there. Additional contact information can be found at this website.
			

Course description

	The Upper Level IB History course is designed to promote an interest in, understanding of and appreciation for historical processes and events, and of course prepare students for success on the IB History Exam. The course continues studies begun in the junior year A.P. U.S. History class. 

	Students will further develop their abilities to organize, analyze, interpret, evaluate and communicate ideas about historical events and periods. The course will stress a holistic approach in which relevant economic, political, cultural, demographic, geographic and social factors are considered. Additionally, students will demonstrate the ability to asses and apply theoretical and international perspectives to selected events and historic processes.

	The following historical content provides the basis of the course and the IB external and internal assessments which constitute the IB diploma’s history grade. Three papers (exams) make up the EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT. They are:

·	Paper 1 (20% of overall grade) is a focused DBQ consisting of 4 questions. Three DBQ topics are provided, but we will prepare to answer the DBQ on “Communism in Crisis 1976-1989.”

·	Paper 2 (25%) examines 20th c. world history topics. Of the 5 possible topics, we will 	focus on 2 of them. Students will be required to answer two essays for this paper, from 	two separate topic areas. Each topic area will consist of 5 essay choices. The two topics 	we will study this year are: Topic 3: Origins and development of authoritarian and 	single-party states and Topic 5: The Cold War

·	Paper 3 (35%) assesses regional and historical period interests from North American (USA and Canadian) and Latin American history from the late colonial period through the 20th c. General and case studies will provide the context basis for this paper. For the exam, students must answer 3 essays from 3 different content areas out of 12 content areas total. 

Ÿ		Internal Assessment (20%) The internal assessment is graded by me,. The I.A. format is 	very specific to I.B. and must be rigorously followed. The topic may be selected from 	any historical period or event. It is strongly recommended that students choose a topic 	relevant to the themes presented in papers 1, 2 and 3, as described above. Students 	MUST complete both a rough draft and final I.A.

The goal is to obtain no less than a 4 out of a possible 7 on the I.B. History Exam.


Textbooks

Gonzalez, M.  History of the Mexican Revolution. 
Keen, Benjamin and K. Haynes.  A History of Latin America.
IB 20th Century Course Companion.
Readings as selected by teacher



Expectations for students

I expect you to act as responsible young adults taking a college-level class. Accordingly,

·	No plagiarism or other forms of cheating will be tolerated—evidence of this will result in a zero on the assignment and possible disciplinary action
·	Be prepared, informed, on-time to class, courteous to others
·	actively listen, be interested, be interesting
·	Keep your history materials in a separate folder or binder; do not throw assignments away
·	Check the website for the class frequently for new updates and to download assignments
·	Consult with me in a timely fashion about concerns or problems, especially ones that are affecting your performance in class. I cannot help you nor be sympathetic unless I have some idea of what is bothering you. 
·	Make-up work: you have one day to turn it in per each excused day of absence. Work not turned in after one week will not be accepted. 
·	Make-up tests: must be made up within one week of an excused absence. See me to arrange a time before or after school.
·	INTERNAL ASSESSMENT ROUGH DRAFT and FINAL COPY. Draft is due in the IB Office before school; final copy is due in IB Office. Failure to turn these in within 3 days of the due date will result in a drop of one letter grade of the 9 weeks’ grade; 4-5 days late will drop the 9 weeks’ grade 2 letter grades. This will hold unless there are extenuating circumstances. 







Grading

Tests and quizzes ………………….… 40%
Homework/classwork/groupwork …… 50%
Journals ……………………………… 10%

All students will take a 1st semester test which will count as 16% of the semester grade.

Any student who misses more than 6 unexcused days, or has more than 15 days of absence regardless of circumstances, will be required to take a 2nd semester exam in order to demonstrate competency.



The following pages represent a detailed description of the content areas and papers that form the basis of the IB History Exams for which we will be preparing.




Paper 1: DBQ

Prescribed subject 3: Communism in crisis 1976-89

This prescribed subject addresses the major challenges—social, political and economic—facing the regimes in the leading socialist (Communist) states from 1976 to 1989 and the nature of the response of these regimes. In some cases challenges, whether internal or external in origin, produced responses that inaugurated a reform process contributing significantly to the end of the USSR and the satellite states in Central and Eastern Europe. In other cases repressive measures managed to contain the challenge and the regime maintained power in the period.

Areas on which the source-based questions will focus are: 

The struggle for power following the death of Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung), Hua Guofeng
	(Hua Kuo-feng), the re-emergence of Deng Xiaoping (Teng Hsiao-p’ing) and the defeat 	of the Gang of Four
China under Deng Xiaoping: economic policies and the Four Modernizations
China under Deng Xiaoping: political changes, and their limits, culminating in Tiananmen 	Square (1989)
 
Domestic and foreign problems of the Brezhnev era: economic and political stagnation; 	Afghanistan	

Gorbachev and his aims/policies (glasnost and perestroika) and consequences for the Soviet state
Consequences of Gorbachev’s policies for Eastern European reform movements: Poland—the 	role of Solidarity; Czechoslovakia—the Velvet Revolution; fall of the Berlin Wall.







Paper 2 – 2 essays

Introduction to route 2 topics

Students are required to study two topics from the following list.

Topic 1: Causes, practices and effects of wars
Topic 2: Democratic states—challenges and responses
Topic 3: Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states
Topic 4: Nationalist and independence movements in Africa and Asia and post-1945 Central and 	Eastern European states
Topic 5: The Cold War


The topics should be studied through a selection of case studies drawn from different regions. Knowledge of topics beyond 2000 is not required.

The syllabus specifications for every topic include major themes and material for detailed study. Students should study a selection from the material for detailed study using the themes to guide them. It is important to ensure that examples selected for detailed study cover two regions as outlined by the map provided. In the examination that tests this component (SL/HL paper 2) questions will be set on major themes. Named questions will be confined to the material in major themes and detailed study. When answering open-ended questions students can use examples from the list and/or alternative examples.


Students only need to be prepared to answer essay questions from two topics. The topics we will review this year are:


Topic 3: Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states

The 20th century produced many authoritarian and single-party states. The origins, ideology, form of government, organization, nature and impact of these regimes should be studied.

Major themes

Origins and nature of authoritarian and single-party states:
Conditions that produced authoritarian and single-party states
Emergence of leaders: aims, ideology, support
Totalitarianism: the aim and the extent to which it was achieved

Establishment of authoritarian and single party states
Methods: force, legal
Form of government, (left- and right-wing) ideology
Nature, extent and treatment of opposition

Domestic policies and impact 
Structure and organization of government and administration
Political, economic, social and religious policies
Role of education, the arts, the media, propaganda
Status of women, treatment of religious groups and minorities

Material for detailed study
	** indicates material we will be studying

 Africa: Kenya—Kenyatta; Tanzania—Nyerere
 **  Americas: Argentina—Perón; Cuba—Castro
 Asia and Oceania: ** China—Mao; Indonesia—Sukarno
 Europe and the Middle East: ** Germany—Hitler; ** USSR—Stalin; Egypt—Nasser




Topic 5: The Cold War

This topic addresses East–West relations from 1945. It aims to promote an international perspective and understanding of the origins, course and effects of the Cold War—a conflict that dominated global affairs from the end of the Second World War to the early 1990s. It includes superpower rivalry and events in all areas affected by Cold War politics such as spheres of interest, wars (proxy), alliances and interference in developing countries.

Major themes

Origins of the Cold War 
Ideological differences
Mutual suspicion and fear
From wartime allies to post-war enemies

Nature of the Cold War 
Ideological opposition
Superpowers and spheres of influence
Alliances and diplomacy in the Cold War

Development and impact of the Cold War
Global spread of the Cold War from its European origins
Cold War policies of containment, brinkmanship, peaceful coexistence, détente
Role of the United Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement
Role and significance of leaders
Arms race, proliferation and limitation
Social, cultural and economic impact

End of the Cold War 
Break-up of Soviet Union: internal problems and external pressures
Breakdown of Soviet control over Central and Eastern Europe

Material for detailed study

Wartime conferences: Yalta and Potsdam
US policies and developments in Europe: Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, NATO
Soviet policies, Sovietization of Eastern and Central Europe, COMECON, Warsaw Pact
Sino–Soviet relations
US–Chinese relations
Germany (especially Berlin (1945-61)), Congo (1960-64), Afghanistan (1979-88), Korea, Cuba, Vietnam, Middle East
Castro, Gorbachev, Kennedy, Mao, Reagan, Stalin, Truman











Paper 3 – 3 essays

HL option 3: Aspects of the history of the Americas

This option covers major developments in the region from around 1760 to 2000: independence movements; the challenges of nation-building; the emergence of the Americas in global affairs; the Great Depression; the Second World War and the Cold War, and their impact on the region, as well as the transition into the 21st century. Within each section political, economic and social issues are considered and, when relevant, cultural aspects are included. The countries of the Americas form a region of great diversity but close historical links.

Within the sections there will be, where appropriate, a case study approach in which students will have the opportunity to study their own or another national history of the region.
Only people and events named in the guide will be named in the examination questions.
In some bullets, suitable examples are shown in brackets. These examples will not be named in the examination questions as any appropriate examples can be used.

Three sections out of the 12 total must be selected for in-depth study. Between the junior and senior years at Eastside, students should be prepared to answer essays from the following content areas. The ones we will study in the senior year are indicated by an asterisk.


** 1. Independence movements

This section focuses on the various forces that contributed to the rise of the independence movements, the similar and different paths that the movements followed and the immediate effects of independence in the region. It explores the political, intellectual and military contributions of their leaders and the sometimes contradictory views that shaped the emergence of the new nations.

Independence movements in the Americas: political, economic, social, intellectual and religious
	causes; the role of foreign intervention; conflicts and issues leading to war
Political and intellectual contributions of leaders to the process of independence: Washington, Bolivar (suitable choices could be Adams, Jefferson, San Martín, O’Higgins)
United States Declaration of Independence; processes leading to the declaration; influence of 	ideas; nature of the declaration; military campaigns and their impact on the outcome 	(suitable examples could be Saratoga and Yorktown)
Independence movements in Latin America: characteristics of the independence processes; 	reasons for the similarities and/or differences in two countries in the region; military 	campaigns and their impact on the outcome (suitable examples could be Chacabuco, 	Maipú, Ayacucho, Boyacá and Carabobo)
United States’ position towards Latin American independence; events and reasons for the 	emergence of the Monroe Doctrine
Impact of independence on the economies and societies of the Americas: economic and social 	issues; new perspectives on economic development; impact on different social groups: 	Native Americans, African Americans, Creoles


3. United States Civil War: causes, course and effects 1840-77

This section focuses on the United States Civil War between the North and the South (1861-5), which is often perceived as the great watershed in the history of the United States. It transformed the country forever: slavery disappeared following Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and the Northern success marked a victory for the proponents of strong central power over the supporters of states’ rights. It marked beginnings of further westward expansion and transformed United States’ society by accelerating industrialization and modernization in the North and largely destroying the plantation system in the South.
The war left the country with a new set of problems: how would the South rebuild its society and economy and what would be the place in that society of 4 million freed African Americans? These changes were fundamental, leading some historians to see the war (and its results) as a “second American Revolution”.

Cotton economy and slavery; conditions of enslavement; adaptation and resistance such as the
	Underground Railroad
Origins of the Civil War: political issues, states’ rights, modernization, sectionalism, the 	nullification crisis, economic differences between North and South
Abolitionist debate: ideologies and arguments for and against slavery and their impact
Reasons for, and effects of, westward expansion and the sectional debates; the crisis of the 	1850s; the Kansas–Nebraska problem; the Ostend Manifesto; the Lincoln–Douglas 	debates; the impact of the election of Abraham Lincoln and the Emancipation 	Proclamation; Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy
Union versus Confederate: strengths and weaknesses; economic resources; significance of 	leaders during the US Civil War (suitable examples could be Grant and Lee, Sherman 	and Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson)
Major battles of the Civil War and their impact on the conflict: Antietam and Gettysburg; the 	role of foreign powers
Reconstruction: economic, social and political successes and failures; economic expansion
 	African Americans in the Civil War and in the New South: legal issues; the Black Codes; 	Jim Crow Laws





5. Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880-1929
** (selected components)  

This section focuses on modernization in the region, and its impact on foreign policy. It explores the involvement of the nations in the First World War. Modernization shaped the new nations and its effects created the basis for a major shift in the foreign policies of the region. By the end of the century, for example, the United States played a more active role in world affairs, and in the affairs of Latin America in particular, thus transforming inter-American relations. When the First World War broke out in Europe, several American countries were involved in the conflict. When the war ended, its impact was felt in the economic, social and foreign policies of the participating countries.

United States’ expansionist foreign policies: political, economic, social and ideological reasons
 	Spanish–American War: causes and effects (1898)
United States’ foreign policies: the Big Stick; Dollar Diplomacy; Moral Diplomacy; applications 	and impact on the region
United States and the First World War: from neutrality to involvement; reasons for US entry into 	the First World War; Wilson’s peace ideals and the struggle for ratification of the 	Versailles Treaty in the United States; significance of the war for the United States’ 	hemispheric status
Involvement and participation of either Canada or one Latin American country in the First World 	War: reasons for and/or against participation; nature of participation
Impact of the First World War on two countries of the Americas: economic, political, social, and 	foreign policies



** 6. The Mexican Revolution 1910-40

This section focuses on the causes, course and impact of the Mexican Revolution that occurred in a country that had experienced a lengthy period of political stability and economic growth. The socio-economic composition of revolutionary leadership was varied, as were the aims. The revolution was prolonged and costly. The Constitution of 1917 has been described as the most progressive constitution created at this time in the region. It had significant influence on the political developments of the country and the area. The revolution impacted greatly on the arts, arguably representing the earliest and most enduring attempt to overcome racial divisions and incorporate the Indian heritage into the national identity.

Causes of the Mexican Revolution: social, economic and political; the role of the Porfiriato 	regime
The revolution and its leaders (1910-17): ideologies, aims and methods of Madero, Villa, 	Zapata, Carranza; achievements and failures; Constitution of 1917: nature and 	application
Construction of the post-revolutionary state (1920-38): Obregón, Calles and the Maximato; 	challenges; assessment of their impact in the post-revolutionary state
Lázaro Cárdenas and the renewal of the revolution (1939-40): aims, methods and achievements
The role of foreign powers (especially the United States) in the outbreak and development of the
	Mexican Revolution; motivations, methods of intervention and contributions
Impact of the revolution on the arts, education and music (suitable examples could be Siqueiros,
	Rivera, Orozco); the impact of Vasconcelos’ educational reforms; the development of 	popular music; literary works on the revolution



9. Political developments in the Americas after the Second World
War 1945-79
** selected components)

This section focuses on domestic concerns and political developments after 1945. The majority of states in the Americas experienced social, economic and political changes and challenges. Political responses to these forces varied from country to country: from the continuation of democracy to multi-class “populist” alliances to outright conflict, revolution and the establishment of authoritarian regimes in the 1960s and 1970s. Areas of study include: conditions for the rise to power of new leaders; economic and social policies; treatment of minorities.

Note: Vargas and Cárdenas came to power before 1945 but their rule and influence in their respective states continued after 1945.

United States: domestic policies of Truman, Eisenhower and Kennedy
Johnson and “the Great Society”; Nixon’s domestic reforms
Canada: domestic policies from Diefenbaker to Clark and Trudeau (both were prime ministers in 	1979)
Causes and effects of the Silent (or Quiet) Revolution
Populist leaders in Latin America: rise to power; characteristics of populist regimes; social, 	economic and political policies; the treatment of opposition; successes and failures 	(suitable examples could be Perón, Vargas or any relevant Latin American leader)
The Cuban Revolution: political, social, economic causes; impact on the region
Rule of Fidel Castro: political, economic, social and cultural policies; treatment of minorities; 	successes and failures
Military regimes in Latin America: rationale for intervention; challenges; policies; successes and 	failures



10. The Cold War and the Americas 1945-1981

This section focuses on the development and impact of the Cold War on the region. Most of the second half of the 20th century was dominated by the global conflict of the Cold War. Within the Americas, some countries were closely allied to the United States and some took sides reluctantly. Many remained neutral or sought to avoid involvement in Cold War struggles. A few, influenced by the Cuban Revolution, instituted socialist governments. No nation, however, escaped the pressures of the Cold War, which had a significant impact on the domestic and foreign policies of the countries of the region.

Truman: containment and its implications for the Americas; the rise of McCarthyism and its 	effects on domestic and foreign policies of the United States; the Cold War and its 	impact on society and culture
Korean War and the United States and the Americas: reasons for participation; military 	developments; diplomatic and political outcomes
Eisenhower and Dulles: New Look and its application; characteristics and reasons for the policy; 	repercussions for the region
United States’ involvement in Vietnam: the reasons for, and nature of, the involvement at 	different stages; domestic effects and the end of the war
United States’ foreign policies from Kennedy to Carter: the characteristics of, and reasons for, 	policies; implications for the region: Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress; Nixon’s covert 	operations and Chile; Carter’s quest for human rights and the Panama Canal Treaty
Cold War in either Canada or one Latin American country: reasons for foreign and domestic 	policies and their implementation










