
 

 

2019 Taiwan Art History Association Annual Meeting and Academic Seminar 

【A Notice Inviting Contributions】 

 Organizer：Taiwan Art History Association 

 Joint Organizer：Taiwan Soka Association 

 Co-Organizers：National Taiwan University of the Arts, College of Humanities 

 Time of Meeting：2019/ 3/ 30（Sat）- 31（Sun） 

 Place of Meeting：Taiwan Soka Association (No.250,Sec.2,Zhishan Rd.,Shilin Dist,Taipei City 

11143,Taiwan) 

I. Theme of Seminar 

2019 Theme of Taiwan Art History Association Annual Meeting and Academic Seminar is as follow:  

A. Main Topic: Taiwan Art History Museums 

 Where there are communities there is art development, because where there are people there is 

culture. However, the establishment of art history usually begins after decades of the development of 

art. After all, art history is the aggregation of structural, collective, and retrospective concept. There are 

stories in art, since narratives are needed in the formation of art history. Also, art history was not 

formed naturally, but was created by men, a product of “Kunstwollen”, which reflects the value of 

beauty, form, identity, etc., through the people, events, places, objects and time of the art world. The 

history of the development of Taiwan’s art history was from the diverse, colorful South Island culture, 

but the discourse of art history did not flourish until after the war. Wang Bai-Yuan’s Taiwan Art 

Movement History (1955), Hsie Li-Fa’s The History of Taiwan Art Movement During the Japanese 

Occupation (1970), Lin Hsin-Yueh’s The Forty Years of Taiwan’s Art, etc., all started the development 

of Taiwan’s art history. This also reflects that art history as a discourse implies the problems between 

“ought to be” (ideal) and “actual” (reality). The former investigates what art history is, while the latter 

discusses how art history is being written. The solution to the two problems will appear very 

differently according to what point of view the writer holds. 

 Writing the history of art is not a patent of art historians nor of art critics. The birth of museums 

or Art Museums undertook the mission of being the other hand in helping the construction of art 

history, through holding exhibitions, collections, research, education programs, etc., by playing the part 

in writing and directing stories of art. In the viewpoint of museums and art museums, the beginning of 

Taiwan’s art exhibitions began during the Japanese occupation, when the Taiwan Art Exhibition and 

the Governor-General Art Exhibition was held, which encourages life drawing and painting of local 

features and established the paradigm for art of the era. But the exhibitions at the time have not had the 



 

awareness of art history until forty years after the war, when the Council for Cultural Affairs started the 

retrospective exhibitions that began the construction of Taiwan’s art history, for example the “Era Art 

Exhibition”, “Taiwan’s Calligraphy and Paintings During Ming Qing Dynasty” held in 1982. After the 

martial law was lifted in 1987, Taiwan’s art history under the dramatic changes in the environment of 

society and politics, in the discourse of museums, had developed many diverse angles that even 

approaches single issues such as subjectivity. For example, the “Taipei Biennale” in 1996. Today, 

museums play a major role in the graduate institute of art history, where art history research has 

entered the era of complex discourse. Even the definition of art history’s domain was given a new 

interpretation when Chen Wen’s works were brought into the Palace Museum. 

 In Taiwan, in this world, has art history provided the content for museum’s exhibitions, or in 

reverse, has art exhibitions provided the structure for art history? This is worthy of our attention and 

being discussed. Issues for discussion: 

1. To discuss the relationship between Art History and Art Exhibition in practical 

development and theoretical matters. 

2. To discuss the relationship between Art history, Art Exhibition and Museum Mechanism in 

cases and divisions. 

3. To discuss the dialectical interdisciplinary proposition of “Taiwan’s Art 

History Museums”. 

 

B. General Topic: The Who, Where, What of Art in Taiwan 

    The general topic is open to any artistic themes. 

 

C. Attached Topic (Cooperate with Taiwan Soka Association): Non-Governmental Organizations 

and the construction of Taiwan Art History 

 Other than museums that has a close complex relationship with Taiwan’s art history, 

non-governmental organizations (painting society, organizations) has started to gain influence and its 

importance towards Taiwan’s art history. Organizations such as Taiwan Soka Association had been 

long-term managing art history exhibitions and contributing for Taiwan artistic publications. Issues 

worth discussing: 

1. The effects of the influence and promotions by non-government organizations like Taiwan 

Soka Association on Taiwan’s art history. 

2. The interactions and interventions of Taiwan’s non-government organization on Taiwan’s 

art history. 

3. The power and force of non-government organizations and Taiwan’s art history. 

4.  



 

II. Submissions 

A. The association accepts papers in Chinese and English. Please make sure to prepare all materials 

listed below and e-mail it to twahaservice@gmail.com (Subject as: “2019 Taiwan Art History 

Association Annual Meeting and Academic Seminar” Submitting Thesis Abstract): 

i. Submission application form (format of file name: Application of Contributor_ your full name), 

see attachment 1; 

ii. Thesis abstract (format of file name: Full title of thesis abstract_ your full name), see 

attachment 2, note: as the principle, please use Windows Word version, the application 

procedure is complete when you receive a replied e-mail, please call to confirm if you do not 

receive it. 

B. In advice, the thesis abstract should include: descriptions of problem awareness or the importance 

of research methods or design, research findings, expected conclusions or recommendations, five 

key words in principle. Chinese abstract is based on the principle of 500-1000 words, English 

abstract is based on the principle of 300 words. 

C. Deadline for thesis abstract: from today till November 30, 2018. 

D. Review procedure: the association will ask scholar experts to review the abstracts, and will be 

published after passing the review. The results will be posted on the Taiwan Art History 

Association Facebook page on December 15, 2018, and will also send an e-mail to inform the 

contributor. 

E. Deadline for full thesis paper: the paper can be written in Chinese or English, in principle the 

number of characters for Chinese thesis is between 8000 to 12000, for English thesis 6000 to 9000 

words. Please use the APA, MLA format in writing your thesis, make sure the format in reference 

is consistent. The thesis abstracts that passed the review, please submit a soft copy of the full paper 

before February 17, 2019. The thesis paper should not had been published before, the contributor 

is responsible for his/her own paper, the association will not provide additional remuneration. 

F. Contact information: Taiwan Art History Association Executive Secretary Ms. Hsu, 

office:(02)22722181 #2704  e-mail: twahaservice@gmail.com 

G. Website of seminar: https://www.facebook.com/TaiwanArtHistoryAssociation/ (Taiwan Art 

History Association Facebook page) 

H. Download materials for seminar submission: http://bit.ly/2NZwPL7 （contains contribution 

notice and form） 

Note: The association reserves the right in making changes, there will not be changes until further 

notice. 
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