
 

Chapter 4, Section 1:  Geographic & Cultural Influences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mountain Range that cuts west to east across China is called Qinling Shandi.  These mountains 

separate two river valleys of Huang and Chang (or Yangtze). They mark the boundary between northern and 

southern China. Northern China receives less rain.  Temperatures are more extreme which results in a shorter 

growing season.  Wheat is the crop. 

Central and southern China receives plenty of rain.  As a result, rice is the leading crop. The Heart of 

China is called China Proper.  It stretches from the eastern seacoast inland. Other regions that have been 

China’s political sections at various times (like Tibet, Mongolia, Manchuria, and North Korea) form a semi-

circle around China Proper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The three great rivers here are Huang, Chang, and Xi (Shee).  The Huang River flows 2,900 miles across 

China before emptying into the Yellow Sea.    



The Huang River valley has fertile soil called loess.  This soil gives it a yellow tint earning the Huang 

River its nickname Yellow River. The Huang River often floods thus it is also called “China’s Sorrow.”  

Farmers built dikes (walls) built to protect crops from floods.  However, they didn’t work.  Instead of stopping 

floods, it slowed the river. As a result of slowing the speed of the water, silt deposited on the river bottom. The 

silt would grow deeper causing the river to flood again. The farmers kept building higher and higher dikes all 

with the same result. (Sort of like a vicious cycle that repeats itself again and again and again.)  Now the river 

flows at least 12 feet above the surrounding land. It still floods today destroying crops and lives. 

The Chang River is in Central China.  It flows for 3,434 miles.  It is wide enough for ships to navigate 

inland. The third river, Xi River, is in Southern China.  It is also a waterway for ships. 
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China’s geography caused its people to feel isolated. There are three things that separated or isolated 

China from the civilizations of India and the west. They are: 1. Great Distances, 2. Rugged Mountains, and 3. 

Harsh Deserts.  As a result, Chinese culture was not Chinese by other cultures. 

On the northern and northeastern borders, the Chinese did have contact with nomadic and semi-nomadic 

people.  Trade was usually peaceful but sometimes the others attacked. The Chinese began to see them as 

barbarians. 

Infrequent contact with foreigners helped give China a strong sense of identity and superiority.  As a 

result, the Chinese people believed China was the only civilized land. They called China “Zhongua” or “Middle 

Kingdom” (center of universe). They believed other people only became domesticated (tamed) learning the 

Chinese language and adopting its’ customs. 


