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1. Justification for pursuing this project based on flawed 
document:  The Hurstville Community Strategic Plan upon which 
Georges River Council relies to proceed with the development of this 
site for seniors housing is flawed. Results of meetings with individual 
groups consulted on the future use of the former Oatley Bowling Club
site in 2009 indicate that a majority of groups did not want aged care,
and community meeting feedback and the on-line survey indicated 
that most residents supported restoring the existing building for 
community use and were not supportive of aged care. In other words,
most residents consulted preferred that the site be used for a 
community centre. However, former Hurstville councillors ignored this
finding and adopted a Community Strategic Plan with aged care at 
the site as a high priority project instead.

Since that time Hurstville Council has been sacked (and probably 
somewhat discredited in its latter years) and merged with Kogarah 
Council to form Georges River.  This could likely provide a different 
set of values and aspirations for the Georges River community.

On this basis I do not believe that the current Council or the 
Administrator has a mandate to continue with this proposal. It should 
be postponed until a new Council is elected and has reviewed the 
community’s priorities after that.

2. Need for public recreation land is increasing not reducing:  The 
land which is the subject of this proposal has been carved out of 
Myles Dunphy Reserve. The land was originally bought by Council 
for use as a park not for private residential purposes. It is zoned RE1 
– Public Recreation. With increasing population and densities in the 
local area there will be a need for more open space recreation land, 
not less.  Has Council actually undertaken a review to determine that 
this land is surplus to requirements now and / or in the future??

3. Alienation of this community land is not in the broader public 
interest: The land is owned by Council and currently classified as 
“Community” land under the Local Government Act 1993. It is in 
every sense of the word public land, usable by the whole community 
(notwithstanding its current somewhat degraded state due to neglect 



by Council). To now alienate it by sale or even long term lease to the 
private sector for the benefit of relatively few, as is proposed would 
be a backward step.

4. Revenue generated not needed for the purpose stated.  Further, 
it is proposed that the revenue generated by this project will be put 
towards the already constructed community centre at Jubilee Park, 
Mortdale. However the Council business papers for today’s meeting 
reveal that Council has already paid back some $2M or 40% of the 
loan received from Treasury to build the community centre and the 
interest rate payable is currently 3.67% pa. In fact, the business 
paper states “Council receives a 4.00% pa subsidy under the NSW 
Government’s Local Infrastructure Renewal Scheme funding 
agreement for this Jubilee Park upgrade facility. Thus the net cost of 
this money is only 0.09%pa [or is it even 0.33% in council’s favour?]. 
It is intended to continue this financially-advantageous arrangement 
through to full term in 2022.”  So how big a public benefit is whatever 
the revenue from the OBC proposal going to be? Yes, it may be put 
to other uses, but perhaps the council could explain that to the 
community a bit better.

Reiterating, I object to this planning proposal proceeding for the above 
reasons and call on Council and the Administrator in particular to 
withdraw it at least until a new council is elected in 2017 and can 
reassess the whole community’s priorities.


