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Mr Rayner, as you would know I’m dissatisfied with this Planning Proposal. 

I’m also dissatisfied with Hurstville Council. And Georges River. The state government. Its Office of 
Local Government. The Planning Department. Mark Coure.

I’m dissatisfied with Hurstville Council because:

 It met behind closed doors in 2006 and decided to investigate the feasibility of developing 
the former Oatley Bowling Club site in Myles Dunphy Reserve for aged care generating 
about $3m.  And kept this silent.

 It met behind closed doors four more times in 2014 to discuss the site. 

 It failed to adequately answer questions about these closed meetings.  

 Its Generic Plan of Management for Natural Areas did not acknowledge the building in Myles 
Dunphy Reserve.

 Its Open Space Strategy did not include the site - even though its future had yet to be 
formally decided. The map of Myles Dunphy Reserve specifically excluded the site.

 It didn’t invite me as a councillor to its meeting with Mortdale Community Services. An 
organisation which had a vested interest in the future of the site. New premises would be 
constructed for them at Jubilee Park, the cost of which would be funded by the lease of the 
site. This meeting appeared to be stacked with elderly people, bussed in with the promise of a
rather impressive food spread.

 It refused to consult with other local interest groups. 

 It ignored the results of the 2009 community consultation that showed most supported 
retaining the building for community uses and did NOT support an aged care facility. 

 It refused community groups’ offers of to repair the building. Instead it allowed the building to
fall into a state of disrepair, which then had to be demolished. 

I am dissatisfied with the state government because:

 The Office of Local Government took five years to respond – unsatisfactorily – to my 
complaint about the 2006 closed meeting.

 Taxpayers’ money is being used – not developers – to build a multi-million dollar lift at Oatley
station to overcome the most significant non-compliance that would have prevented seniors
housing. The excessive grades to the train station. 

 Mark Coure’s 2011 media release and recent video are factually incorrect.

Initially things improved when Hurstville was sacked and merged with Kogarah to form Georges River.
You decided that the council reports for two of those 2014 closed meetings were to be published.

But the dissatisfaction returned because:

 Appendix 2 of each of these reports was published - against your directions. I think this could 
give a developer an unfair advantage over the council, in other words us ratepayers.



 It lodged a development application for site subdivision/consolidation. Using the wrong 
address.

 It didn’t place a sign on the gate until being forced to renotify. And still used that same wrong 
address. 

 Only after complaints did it renotify a second time. Using a less wrong address.

 It didn’t advertise the DA in the Leader.

 Its assessment report dismissed the site’s contamination.

 Its updates are factually incorrect.

 It didn’t provide the Planning Proposal and supporting consultants’ reports in a user-friendly 
format in the business papers – despite my previously raising this problem.

 It’s now proposing to rezone the site to SP2 for seniors housing - when seniors housing also
includes vertical villages – with a height limit of 18.5m - which could facilitate six storeys - 
instead of ‘residential’ which has a maximum height of only 9 m.

 It will not tell me the specific purpose of the November 2014 meeting between Planning 
Minister and Hurstville Council - when I think the requested information would specially 
benefit the public - and instead expects me to fill out a GIPA application and pay at least $30. 

And I now stand here before you arguing against a proposal that is based on so many false premises 
and so much shoddy decision making that it should have been abandoned long ago.

These are just some of the reasons why I am dissatisfied.


