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"I only became aware of the proposal when I checked Council's agenda (published last Tuesday 
afternoon).  As a matter of propriety and courtesy, Council should have notified all 276 residents who
objected to the subdivision, and also immediately placed the proposal on its Major Projects page.  
Council only listed it as a Major Project on Thursday and did not re-publish a legible edition of TPG's 
report until mid-Friday.  

A couple of days' notice for residents to wade through 140 pages of technical data (plus a gamut of 
attachments), giving residents just hours to decide whether to speak tonight.  Like the initiation of 
the subdivision D.A. which pre-empted approval of the Operational Plan, I have to question, why the 
urgency... and at a time when we  have several aged care centres being built across the St George 
region?

The process has been riddled with mistakes …  Simple things like the lot number and forgetting the 
notification sign.  Instead of answers to our questions going back months, we get a sudden avalanche
of technical data!  Maybe small points in the scheme of things...... but if Council can't get those 
aspects right, how can we trust it to properly and transparently handle a multi-million dollar high-rise
development on public land?   What happened to "roads, rates and rubbish"?  Why has this 
unelected council suddenly jumped into these private sector roles of property development and 
aged care when, like other LGA's, Sutherland included - as you'd be aware, Mr Rayner - it has no 
statutory responsibilities in either area?

 Council has again misconstrued the results of a 2009 survey, claiming a demand for aged care on the
site.  The reality is that Oatley residents wanted it retained for community use.  In any case, that was 
almost eight years ago and, in fairness, Council should issue another survey to determine the 
present-day preferred uses.  The fact remains that the much-discredited 2008-12 Hurstville Council 
(highest spender in the metro area on councillor expenses) deliberately trashed the Bowling Club 
building,, making it unusable.  That was after robbing us of two other nearby centres, that is, 
Peakhurst South and Mortdale Masonic Halls (2010). The handling of the site by the last Council was 
also done secretly….our second discredited council with two individuals being scrutinised by the 
OLG!  Then, having waited six years for the Mortdale Centre to open, it's adding insult to injury to 
now privatise the Oatley site.

Having worked in the nursing and disability sectors for 15 years, I applaud and encourage the 
construction of any such new facilities..  However, this development necessitates the loss of public 
land in an area facing increased population density with a resulting higher demand for recreation 
space.    With a $9M bonus from the state government for infrastructure projects, Council has no 
financial need for a fire sale (no pun intended) of this parkland. 

There’s also inconsistent information about Council’s intentions.  Only last Friday Ms Connolly 
verbally promised a resident, Mr Deli that there would be no development of the natural area!  
However, the proposal states there will be a road and footpath carved into the reserve which will 
result in the loss of many trees.  Instead of parkland we're getting 3-5 storey buildings and car parks.



TPG's report contains several references to Oatley Railway Station and the 'Main Southern Line' 
(Sydney to Albury!) which indicates this eastern suburbs firm (and consequently, Council) is not even 
familiar with the locality and raises serious questions about the accuracy of the entire report (not to 
mention those prepared by the other consultants).  

To sum up, please leave the bowling club site alone, and conduct another community survey to 
ascertain the wishes of the current population.  If you, Mr Rayner, are concerned that a future 
Council may resurrect this unfortunate plan, that is a risk the resilient Oatley community will be 
happy to address at the time.  For the moment, let us rebuild our faith in the Local Government 
system.


