
Presentation to IHAP by Melina Amerasinghe

I am against the proposed DA , which will separate the former bowling 
club from Myles Dunphy reserve.

1) Carving up Parkland goes against the Character of Oatley suburb.

My husband and I moved to Oatley 20 years ago as we believed it would be a 
great place to bring up our children. In particular we liked the pockets of native 
vegetation and parks that provided us with the nature fix we needed to balance 
our busy lives. 

We are grateful for the legacy of the Oatley residents who in 1944 convinced 
Hurstville Council to acquire the land for PARK LAND. One of these was Oatley 
resident, Myles Dunphy the father of conservation. As our children are now 
adults. I am acutely aware that we have a duty of care to our environment. To 
quote Myles Dunphy. “ we hold our land in trust for our successors’  

The State Govt funding announced in July for a Green Grid shows such 
foresight in planning. This site fits in well to be a part the Green Grid with the 
new upgraded Oatley station. 

2) The site remains a part of the reserve.
 Excluding it for the purposes of the Plan of Management did not legally remove 
it from being part of the reserve and remains zoned – Public Recreation. The 
land is currently classified as “Community” land.

The report prepared for this committee confirms this, 

stating "The proposed boundary adjustment will establish a legal boundary 
containing the site of the former Oatley Bowling Club and separate the reserve 
consistent with the land use categories of the POM."

Separating the club from the reserve, by subdivision, is not in the public interest 
given its zoning and classification.  



3) I refute the assertion in the Statement of Environmental Effects  that the 
site is suitable because “it is not presently being used in a manner that is 
consistent with the zoning “. Council, failed to manage it allowing the site to 
go into disrepair ignoring community requests to use the site.

The community continued to use this site even when the club ceased to 
function.  The club house was used by community groups such as Oatley Flora 
and Fauna Society, Oatley West Public school and Lions. 

After the building went into disrepair we still continued to use the greens for 
picnics and games, maintaining the site.  In 2010 a highlight was watching 
10,000 flying foxes at sunset, – the reserve providing trees for a vulnerable 
species to roost.  They still return periodically. Then we were locked out. We 
too have returned recently to enjoy this part of the reserve.

4) The report to this committee states “ as the DA is for 
consolidation and not development, it complies with zoning. But as 
the purposes of this DA is for future development, future use should 
be taken into account.

The site is inappropriate for Seniors Housing or Aged care.

 The site is within bush fire prone land.
 There is only one access to the site. 
 Development will have a significant detrimental impact on the scenic 

values of the site as well as the natural bushland and wetland.
 

Low key recreational use of the site is a preferred alternative as this does 
not require the site to be carved up from Myles Dunphy Reserve.

I ask the panel to reject the DA.  


