
Influence 

The 9Marks Series – Part 9 

 

 

 The 9Marks are  __________________________  of believers who are progressing toward 

Christ-sufficient living. 

 As Christians, we have 3 main connections in life: (1) with  ___________; (2) with God’s  

______________________; and (3) with God’s  ____________________________. 

 The 9th mark is  _______________________________, which the Vision Team defines as  

_______________________  others to worship God through His  ________________. 

 

Main Idea 

 

 The way God intends for his followers to influence the world (for him) is by being  

______________  &  ________________. 

 

A Presupposition 

 

 Jesus’ presupposition is that the world is  _________________  &  ______________, and 

left to its own, becomes  ______________  corrupt and  _________________  still. 

 There was a time in Western culture when it was assumed (presupposed) that humanity was 

evolving  __________________  and advancing toward a  _____________________  

existence. 

 Scripture paints a different picture of the trajectory of human existence and  

____________________  appears to confirm it. 

 

“You” 

 

 In the original language of the Bible, the “you” is  __________________________, as in 

“you and you  __________________.” 

 The “you” is also  ________________, meaning the church together. 

 

Being Salt 

 

 While salt has a variety of uses, Jesus’ original listeners would have understood him as 

talking about acting as a  ____________________________ -- i.e., slowing down the decay 

in society. 

 God places Christians in all the “nooks and crannies” of society to exert a Godly influence. 

 

 

 

continued reverse side 



 Whatever your  _______________________  of influence, get a vision for being salt within 

that sphere. 

 This teaching of Jesus is not to be confused with the so-called  ______________________  

______________________  _______________________, which is a false theology that has 

taken root in the American church. This is the (false) idea that Jesus won’t return to earn until 

Christians have taken  ___________________  of the 7 major spheres of society.  

 

Being Light 

 

 Whereas salt is mostly  ___________________, light is  ___________________. 

 By “light,” Jesus means the direct  ______________________  of biblical truth. He’s talking 

about bringing God’s  _________________  into whatever the issue or situation. 

 Being salt is the ministry of  ____________________, while being light is the ministry of  

___________________________. 

 It proceeds from the understanding that humanity isn’t just corrupt, but also  

___________________ of truth. 

 Perhaps the #1 challenge for the church in the coming decade is its willingness (or not) to 

speak  __________________  to the culture. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 The church has always been its most  ____________________  when in the minority. 

 Due to complacency, our influence has  ____________________, especially among young 

people. 

 But now, the true church is awakening from its  _____________________  to spread 

everywhere the  ______________________  of Christ (II Corinthians 2:14-16). 

 

 

 

Assessment Statements 

Pertaining to Influence 

 

09. I believe the reason God saved me was to bring glory to himself. 

18. I know how to share my faith with non-Christians. 

27. I believe God created me & then saved me for His purposes. 

36. I am having a positive influence in the lives of others. 

45. I believe God wants all people to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

54. I regularly share my faith with people who are not Christians. 

63. I believe God has commissioned His people to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. 

72. I pray for non-Christians to believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. 

81. I am living out God’s purposes in my life. 

90. I believe I am empowered by the Holy Spirit to have influence in the lives of others. 

 



 


