
 

How Should We Then Live? 

The 9Marks Series – Part 7 

 

 

This morning, we move on to the 3rd main connection that we have as Christians; namely, our 

connection with the world. Our Scripture text today is I Peter 1:1-2 & 2:11-12. 

 

Strangers in the World 

 

 This is the starting point (or 1st principle): We don’t really  ______________  here or quite  

___________  in. Moreover, our stay here is  ________________________________, we’re 

just  _______________________  through. 

 And notice WHY we’re here: “for  _______________________________  to Jesus Christ.” 

 

Background to I Peter 

 

 Written to a group of churches in modern-day  ________________________. 

 The Church had enjoyed a period of relative  ____________________, but that was about to 

change. 

 The city of Rome experienced a massive fire in  ______________________  and the emperor 

Nero needed a scapegoat. Christianity was declared an  ______________________  religion 

and Nero authorized the imprisonment & torture of Christians who did not  

___________________  their faith. 

 I Peter was written to  ______________________  God’s people for what was coming. 

 For the next  ______________  years, the Church would exist in a very  

__________________  environment. 

 The main question then is the main question today: How should we then  

__________________? 

 

Personal Godliness 

 

 The 1st thing Peter mentions is that Christians need to have their  ____________________,  

_____________________  lives in order. 

 Most of our desires are legitimate & God-given. They become sinful when we attempt to 

satisfy them in ways not  _____________________  by God. 

 Many Christians today are being inwardly corrupted & compromised through their use of  

___________________________. 

 The command to abstain from sinful desires implies we have the  ____________________  

to do so. But not on our own! The  _____________________  of God’s power dwells within 

all believers. 

 



continued reverse side 

 

 If you are personally & privately compromised, go to God and lay it all out and let his  

______________________  wash over you. Then, find a fellow believer who will hold you  

____________________________. 

 

Public Godliness 

 

 As to our relationship with the world, we are simply commanded to live  ______________  

________________. This mostly has to do with being a  _____________________  person.  

 There’s a nuance in verse 12 not captured in the NIV translation: We should know how we’re 

being criticized by unbelievers, fairly or unfairly, and then we should bend over backward to 

create the _______________________  _________________________. 

 3 main criticisms that Christians receive over & over: 

1. We are  ______________________  and unable to  _________________  our beliefs. 

2. We are  _______________________________. 

3. We are  ____________________________. 

 

Our Samuel Moment 

 

 Os Guinness says this is American Christianity’s “Samuel Moment.” As Samuel did, we 

must do 2 things: 

1. _____________________  our fellow citizens about the path we are on. 

2. Make it clear that we won’t  ________  _____________________, but will live  

______________________________. 

 

 

 

Assessment Questions  

Pertaining to Example 

 
07. I am on good terms with my immediate & extended family. 

16. I am the same person at home as I am out in the world. 

25. I believe my Christian witness begins with and to my family. 

34. I am the same person in the world as I am at church. 

43. I believe how I live my life is an important part of my Christian witness. 

52. I believe I am called to live as an example to others. 

61. I consciously try to live so that others will see Christ in my life. 

70. I believe the power to live as an example to others comes from the Holy Spirit. 

79. I believe other people know I’m a Christian & take notice of how I live. 

88. I am known as a serious follower of Christ. 

 



 


