
Who Needs the Church? 

The 9Marks Series – Part 4 

“Fellowship” 

 

 

This morning, we move on to the 2nd major connection we have as Christians, that being with the 

church. 

 

Thesis Statement 

 

 There is no relationship with  ______________  without a relationship with His  

_________________. Moreover, the closeness of your relationship with God is  

______________________  by and is typically in direct proportion to the closeness of your 

relationship with the  _______________. 

 

- If true, this has huge  __________________________  for our culture today, a culture 

in which professing Christians are  ___________________________  the church in 

record numbers. 

 

Background to I John 

 

 Christianity is into its  ___________  generation. 

 John is an  _____________  man and the last remaining  ____________________________. 

 The churches under his supervision aren’t doing so well. Today, John would be considered a  

____________________  pastor. 

 

3 Heresies 

 

1. The heresy of  ________________________________, which includes a denial of the  

___________________________  of personal sin. 

- This is the  ____________________  position of the vast majority of people in our 

community. 

- Reality check: There’s not a single one of us who doesn’t deserve God’s  

___________________. 

 

2. The heresy of  ________________________________, which is the attitude that God’s grace 

allows us to live as  ________________________. 

- John is clear: If you’re not really serious about obeying  __________________, 

you’re not a  ________________________. 

 

 

continued on reverse side 



 

3. The heresy of  ________________  _______________________  Christianity, which is the 

idea that we don’t need the  _____________________. 

- Bottom line: Being in Christian community is not  _____________________. It is  

______________________  of God and is a  _________________  of those who have 

truly crossed over from  _________________  to  _________________. 

 

Why We Need the Church? 

 

1. Our church family offers us  ________________ . 

- Loving the church provides  ____________________________  that we are truly 

saved. 

 

2. Our church family offers us  ___________________________. 

- Our purpose is to  ______________________  for the faith . . . as a  

______________. 

 

3. Our church family offers us  __________________________________. 

- Only the church is divinely appointed (and obligated) to let us know when we’re  

______________________. 

 

4. Our church family offers us  ____________________________. 

- The church is the  ____________________________  where disciples are made. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Questions 

Pertaining to Fellowship 

 

 

4. I believe it is God’s will for me that I be actively involved in a local church. 

13. I believe the main purposes of the church are to share the gospel with unbelievers and to help  

      Christians become more like Christ.  

22. I have close relationships with at least a few other Christians. 

31. I believe the community of true believers is Christ’s body on earth. 

40. I have daily, meaningful interaction with other Christians. 

49. I pray for my church and other Christians every day. 

58. I encourage other Christians in their relationship with God. 

67. I believe loving the church is evidence that I am truly saved. 

76. I believe I will limit my growth as a Christian unless I’m an active member of a local church. 

85. I am aware of persons in my church who are struggling or hurting and I help them. 


