
The 9Marks Series – Part 1 

God’s Greatest Gift 

 “Relationship” 

 

 

Scripture text: Genesis 1-3; John 15:1-4; Jeremiah 9:23-24a 

 

 

Introduction to Series 

 

 We begin today a series on the 9 marks of Christ-sufficient living, as developed by the 

Vision Pathway Team. 

 The 9Marks are among the attributes or characteristics of persons who are progressing 

toward the goal of Christ-sufficient living; that is, a life fully devoted to Him. 

 As you leave this morning, you will receive a corrected copy of the 9Marks Spiritual 

Assessment Tool. 

 

In the Beginning 

 

 When Genesis was written (1500 BC), the issue was  __________________________. 

Today, the issue is  __________________________. The first verse of the Bible dispels both 

notions. 

 Man is the  ______________________  of God’s creation. We know this because only man 

is made in the  ______________________  of God. 

 Made in the image of God – 3 views: 

1) The Substantive view – like God, man has the ability to  ______________________. 

2) The Functional view – like God, man exercises  _________________________. 

3) The Relational view – man has the  _________________  ability to be in  

_________________________  with God. 

 

Big Idea 

 

 God created each person for the purpose of having a  ________________________  with 

Him.  

 God intends for this relationship to be our greatest  __________  and  

____________________________. 

 God demonstrated this overarching purpose when man  ___________________. Adam & 

Eve tried to  __________ from God, but God sought them out and sacrificed an animal to 

cover their shame. 

 This is a foreshadowing of the  ____________________. 

 

continued reverse side 



Application – 3 Possible Responses 

 

1. ________________________ 

- Some are skeptical because of a  ________________  view of God. 

- Some are skeptical because their feeling of  _________________  is so great. 

 

2. ________________________ 

- Some just aren’t that  ________________  having a relationship with Christ. 

 

3. To  _________________  or  _________________  in Christ (John 15:4) 

- This doesn’t mean you make Jesus your  ________________  or  

__________________. 

- To “abide in” (Gk: meno) means to maintain  ___________________  

__________________________  with 

- This is achieved via daily  ________________________  with God through  

________________  _________________  &  ______________________. 

 

 

 

Assessment Statements 

Pertaining to “Relationship” 

 

 

1. I believe I am able to have a relationship with God only through Jesus Christ. 

10. I believe a relationship with Jesus Christ is the most important thing in my life. 

19. I meditate on the Bible every day & seek to apply its truths to my life. 

28. I believe God loves me & wants to have a personal relationship with me. 

37. I have a concentrated time of prayer each day of at least 10 minutes. 

46. I have a very close relationship with Jesus Christ. 

55. Prayer is a central part of my life. 

64. I believe sin separates me from God & harms my relationship with Him. 

73. I read the Bible every day. 

82. I believe having a relationship with Jesus Christ is necessary for eternal life. 

 

 

 


