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Report from the Diaconate 
 

   The Diaconate recently elected a Nominating Committee to fill the upcoming Diaconate vacancies. The Nominating Committee is Rowly Burton, Susan Nelson, 
Dave Pedersen, Vickie Gillespie and Judy Zea.  They will have their first meeting soon to begin their work.  The following positions will need to be filled for the 
term starting January 1, 2012:  Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Worship Chair, Youth & Children Chair, Property & Finance Coordinator, Commu-
nity & World Outreach Coordinator, Social Concerns Chair, Missions Chair, and Pastoral Relations Committee. 
 

   The Nominating Committee will have their work cut out for them as there are some very significant positions that need to be f illed.  I have always felt that serv-
ing on the Nominating Committee is one of the most important and meaningful positions within the church.  They are responsible for nominating the leaders of 
our church.  I would ask that you pray for the Nominating Committee as they begin their work.  I would also ask you to prayerfully consider how God wants you to 
serve in this church.  If you are approached by the Nominating Committee, please give it careful consideration.  You can be assured the Nominating Committee 
has prayed about their choices, so I would ask that you also give it prayerful consideration. 
 

   Our church provides all of us opportunities to serve.  If service on the Diaconate is not for you, maybe you could teach Sunday School or BYF, staff the nursery, 
work in the kitchen, visit shut-ins, deliver meals on wheels, play or sing in the praise band, or, serve as a helper in any of these or other areas.  There are many 
ministries in our church in which you could serve.  If you've not yet found a way to serve within the church, you can ask Pastor Dan or any of the lay leaders to give 
you some suggestions.  
 

   Our church is a large one with many programs and ministries.  Some of them are not adequately staffed, or staffed at all.  We have found ourselves struggling to 
find new recruits or volunteers to serve in our church.  

 

   I firmly believe God wants all of us to find a way we can serve others through our church.  Service to others is as Christ-like as we can get.  It gives Christians a 
way to distinguish ourselves in the world and to make an impact for Christ. 
 

   Ask God how you can serve at First Baptist Church.              Jeff Larson, Moderator 

Address Service Requested 

First Baptist Church Missions Committee 
 

is planning a one day mission trip to 
Abide Ministries in Omaha. 

 

This trip will take place on Saturday, September 10
th
. 

 

A list of ways we will be helping them are, 
anything from home demolition, pouring concrete, 

dry walling, and like items. 

 

This will be an all day event with a great 
opportunity to work together as a church family 
helping a ministry that we get to touch and see 

on a regular basis. 
 
For more information contact: 

 

James Nelson  nelson1928@gmail.com  
Dan Lucas  dlucas@htsag.com 

ABW Area IV Fall Rally 
 

The ABW rally will be held in Boone on 
Thursday, September 15th with registration at 9:30am. 

Rita Chapman is the speaker, a missionary 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Africa. 

 

For more information, please call Marie Arentson @ 755-2747  

Missions News 
During the month of September First Baptist Church will 
be taking the World Missions Offering for the American 
Baptist Churches. This offering goes toward many of the 
International missionaries that the American Baptist 
Churches support. 

 

For more information contact: 

James Nelson  nelson1928@gmail.com  
Dan Lucas  dlucas@htsag.com 

We have received our White Cross quota 
for the ABW women to provide items for 
the Milwaukee Christian Center.  This is a 
mission project of our church women.  
Our theme this year is “Shine like the moon for White 
Cross” and there will be a poster listing the things that 
have been requested.  Look for it in the hallway back of 
the overflow room and choose what you can furnish. 

 

Thank you ~ Marie Arentson, White Cross Chairman. 

The Moderator has called a special business 
meeting for Sunday, September 4

th
 at the conclusion 

of the 10:30 service for the purpose of discussing a 
specific budget item. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Nothing Rocks Forever – Part 3 

 

This is Part 3 of my series on our strategy for fulfilling Christ’s commission to make disciples (Matthew 28:19).  

 

To accomplish this, First Baptist, since its inception, has relied a great deal on its Sunday school program. As is the case with most Protestant churches, Sunday 
school is our primary disciple-making program. However, as mentioned in my previous articles:  

 

 Participation in Sunday school has declined, especially among adults. At First Baptist, less than half of those who attend worship on any given Sunday also 
attend Sunday school. 

 Those who DO attend Sunday school tend to be irregular in their attendance. Thus, there’s little continuity from week-to-week. 
 Our mixed-age, elective system for adults seems to undermine people’s need for community. Nobody really takes that much notice if you are present or not. 
 The rotational system for teachers of children tends to weaken relational bonds and sends an overall bad message to the children. 

 

There’s another concern with the “Sunday school model” of discipleship that has emerged only recently.  

 

The problem is that those who attend both worship and Sunday school hear two messages (or receive two Bible lessons) in a relatively short period of time . . . one 
from the pastor and one from the Sunday school teacher. The two messages or lessons are typically unrelated to each other and there is usually little if any oppor-
tunity for “processing” what one has heard. Moreover, in the case of a family, it’s possible each person in the family went to a different Sunday school class and 
thus received a different teaching. This means that a family of five, for instance, may come home from church having heard 6 different messages (a sermon and 5 
Sunday school lessons). 

 

More and more Christian education experts are finding this to be an ineffective way of teaching biblical truth. Actually, the teaching may be fine; it’s the learning that 
is suspect. This particular system also tends to diminish the role of the family in spiritual development.  

 

School administrators will point out that this is how our schools operate: students move from class-to-class throughout the day. However, I would argue there is a 
fundamental difference between teaching math or science and teaching spiritual truth.  

 

The difference is between knowing and being. When the subject is math or science, the teacher’s primary aim is for the student to know (or have a correct mental 
grasp) of the material. In contrast, when the subject matter is spiritual truth, the pastor or teacher wishes to make an impact on the entirety of the student’s being – 
mind (thinking), body (behavior) and spirit (heart). In short, it’s a whole different ballgame. 

 

I would conclude from this that the Sunday school model, as currently practiced, is an imperfect (and increasingly ineffective) model for the transmission of spiritual 
truth. The question is, is there a better way? I am convinced there is.  

 

In appreciation, 

 

Pastor Dan            P.S. For a copy of my previous articles in this series, please call Cyrila in the church office. 
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SUNDAY: September 4 September 11 September 18 September 25  

8am 
 Greeters 

 Barb & Gary Wirtjes Mike & June Schleimer Rich & Mary Freml  

 Ushers Howard & Tara Lansman Family 

 Nursery  Tom & Sandy Walker Mike & June Schleimer Brad & Sue Sorensen  

 Communion 
*Adam Chipman, *Terry Arentson, 
Brad Sorensen, Dave Pedersen  

   

Sunday School 
Nursery 

Karla Hundt 

10:30am  
 Greeters 

Jeff & Sandy Lansman 
Dan & Marilyn Martin 

Jim & Vickie Gillespie Stan & Joan Martins Jim & Judy Zea  

 Ushers *Dave Outhouse, Les Outhouse, Eric Andersen, Dean Bartelson  

 Nursery Jim & Jane Jensen Deb & Rowly Burton 
Dean & Arleatta 

Bartelson 
Eric & Jami Anderson  

 Communion    
*Jim Jensen, *Phil Madson, 
Jim Gillespie, Kent Morgan  

 

 Pray for our 
 Missionaries 

Lea Lindero 
Thailand 

Tim & Patti Long 
Mexico 

Taku & Katie 
Longkumer 

India 

Mike & Jill Lowery 
Democratic Republic 

of the Congo 
 

 Pray for local 
 Churches 

Congregational United 
Church of Christ 

Christ’s Church Abundant Life Church Bethel Baptist Church  

 Pray for Iowa 
 Churches 

Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church 

Council Bluffs 

Calvary Baptist Church 
Des Moines 

Galilee Baptist Church 
Des Moines 

Macedonia Missionary 
Baptist Church 
Des Moines 

 

Social Committee - July, August, September 

Kitchen Coordinator:  Karyn Gilpatric 
 

Mary Ahrenholtz, Dave & Nancy Boettger, Rowly & Deb Burton, Don & Jeannie Christensen, Rich & Mary Freml, 
Glenn & Rosalie French, Dawn Gardner, Jim & Vickie Gillespie, Jim & Jane Jensen, Tara & Howard Lansman, 

Dan & Melanie Lucas, Norm & Jo Mathiasen, Dallas & Lois McDermott, Vic & Shari Miller, Luetta Moore, Kent & Deb Morgan, 
Phil & Jennifer Perkins, Lois Reeves, Matt & Amber Schmitz, Ken & Edie Shetler, Brian & Dorene Smith, Brent & Terri Soll, 

Dale & Ruth Sorensen, Vera Stewart, Tony & Rita Vis 

CE Board Moments   

CE board:  John Gilliland, Terri Soll, Jim & Vickie Gillespie, Howard & Tara Lansman, Jim & Janet Swensen 
 

Sunday, August 21 was promotion Sunday where all children grades 12 and under went to their new Sunday school classes.  On 
Wednesday Sept 14, The fall BYF program will start another year.  Jim and Janet Swensen along with Joel and Karla Berndt will again 
head the BYF program. 

 

There is still room for help in either program if you would like to get involved with our children's ministry.  The board has also 
been discussing and praying about the reveal's team recommendations that was presented to the diaconate last month.  We are 
seeking God's guidance and direction for our children's ministry.  We are looking for someone to be the church Liberian.  If inter-
ested, see John Gilliland. 

 Regularly Scheduled Weekly Activities for Current Month  

8am 
Contemporary Service 

 
9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30am 
Traditional Service 

6am 
Promise 
Keepers 

 
 

5pm 
GriefShare 

    8-9am 

Pastor’s Prayer 
Meeting 

(Front Office) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

   1 2 3 
 

4 

10:30am 

Combined 
Worship 
Service  

 

Special Business Meeting 
after the service 

5 6 7 

 
6pm 

BYF Registration 
 

6pm 
BYF 6th grade pool 

party @ Pat & 
Randy Pash’s 

8 
 

2pm 
ABW Meeting 

Marie Arentson 

9 10 
 

FBC Missions 

 

Abide Ministries 
Omaha 

11 12 
 

5pm 
GriefShare 
resumes 

13 
 

 

14 
 

6-8pm 
BYF - Senior High 

 
6:30-8pm 

BYF - Preschool thru 
Junior High 

15 
 
ABW Area IV Rally 

in Boone 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
2pm 

Altamont Building 
Dedication 

19 
 

8pm 
Diaconate 
Meeting 

20 
 

21 
6-8pm 

BYF - Senior High 
 

6:30-8pm 
BYF - Preschool thru 

Junior High 

22 
 

 

23 24 

25 26 

 
27 28 

6-8pm 
BYF - Senior High 

 
6:30-8pm 

BYF - Preschool thru 
Junior High 

29 30  



SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
9-1 Joel & Karla Berndt 

9-2 Vic & Shari Miller 

9-3 Brian & Dorene Smith 

9-3 Norman & Joanne Mathiasen 

9-6 Bob & Bonnie Burton 

9-8 Troy & Kelly Doonan 

9-14 Dennis and Val Langbehn 

9-26 Bryan & Janice Greve 

The VBS report will center on crediting God with the event He put together using this body and army of workers who offered 

service to Him for the benefit of the spiritual growth of the body of Christ here in Harlan. Above all, He is amazing and faithful. 

 

We had all the staff, plus a high of 69 participants on Monday.  Our average was 61. The Bible Points were Jesus had a family, 
we do too, Jesus had a name, we do too, Jesus had a home, we do too, Jesus went to church, we do too, and Jesus served others, we 
do too.  Verses included Nothing is impossible with God (Lk. 1:37), I have called you by name (Is. 43:1), There is more than enough 
room in my Father’s home (Jn. 14:2), Let us go to the house of the Lord (Ps. 122:1), and Serve one another in love (Gal 5:13). 

     

Children Registered with Dawn Gardner and her team: Judy Zea, Matt Schmitz, Jennifer Perkins, Deb Linden, Rosalie French and 
 Glenn French (also our bell ringer). 
Celebration Leader 
 Misty Swensen welcomed children, sang songs projected by Phil Perkins and led them into Hometown Huddle Time. 

 These two also counted offering and ran behind the scenes details.  Renee Hansen helped Misty in the opening as well as 
 ran errands and helped where needed during the VBS.  Edie Shetler inventoried the supplies for the backpack ministry,  
 as well as organized the details for over 100 backpacks given away the following Wednesday evening.  The offering  
 collected during the week of VBS for that ministry was nearly $240.  

 

Tribe Leaders led Huddles and the spiritual growth of participants: 
            Naphtali  Courtney Sonderman, Karla Berndt 
            Joseph   John Gilliland, Cati Davis 
            Benjamin  Amber Schmitz, Haley Koch 
            Reuben  Paulette Madsen, Gabe Madsen 
            Simeon  Amanda Outhouse, Barb Wirtjes 
            Gad      Luke Lansman, Seth Lansman, Mason Fah 
            Issachar Dave Riley, Cora Davis 
            Asher   Michelle Berndt, Jenny Weisenborn 
            Judah   Tara Lansman, Regan Hansen 
            Levi    Abbi Outhouse, Cyndi Greve, Janice Greve, Matt Schmitz  

 

After Hometown Huddles, participants went to the following:  

 

Prayer for participants by our prayer warrior, Pastor Walt Bernard 
Mary’s House 
                        Mary played by Katie DuVal 
                        Eunice played by Vickie Gillespie 
Fun and Games 
                        Led by Janet Swensen 

Assisted by Trey Lansman, Will Lansman, Jake Preister, Austin Knudson, & Delaney Knudson 
Marketplace shops 
                         Carpentry:   David and Grace Curren, Ben Lucas 
                         Bead Bazaar:  Sally Hawn 
                         Synagogue School:  Pastor Dan Hawn 
                         Olive Oil Shop:  Brooke Grabill and Brandon Vis 

 Farmer’s Field:  Dawn Gardner, Haley Hester, Hailey Anderson, Joshua Lucas 
     Corn machines by Verl Arentson 

                         Dye Shop:    Karla Hundt, Emily Hundt 
  Wool Shop:  Sandy Walker, Brianna Vis, April French, Alayna French 

 Rock Quarry:  Bethany Hester, Nando Echevarria 
 Barnyard:   Dave Pedersen, Brett Weldon 

   Animals provided by: Jim Zea (also allowed one child to release the pigeons 
   each day), Dave Boettger and friends, Donna Grabill and friends. 

                         Food Market:  Rich and Mary Freml, Alissa Andersen  

 

We saw God work in mighty ways in and through His people. Thank you to all and apologies to anyone I may have overlooked. I 
praise God for the team of Misty Swensen, Paulette Madsen, Dawn Gardner and myself, who worked diligently since February to plan 
and orchestrate this event. Children learned to share Jesus with people who didn’t know Him as Savior. Mighty missionaries in  the mak-
ing! May the Kingdom of God increase because of this summer in Harlan Iowa!     In His Service, 

             Rita Vis 

It’s BYF Time!! 

 

BYF TEACHERS Meeting: Wednesday, August 31st at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Registration is Wednesday, September 7th from 6:00 to 7:30pm.  Come join us for a dish of ice cream and meet the 
BYF teachers. 

 

Senior High BYF will meet at 6:00pm with a meal.  The meal is for SENIOR HIGH ONLY!  They will meet until 8:00pm. 

 

Pre-School (Must be 4 years of by September 15th) through Junior High will meet form 6:30-8:00pm.  Notice new time. 

 

Classes will begin on Wednesday, September 14th. 

 

Along with Store and REC we have added Bible Story Telling Time and Crafts.  Each week a class will be involved in one 
of the 4 activities. 

 

Pray for our BYF program.                               ~~~Jim & Jan Swensen 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

9-3 Alex Brown 

9-5 Lori Weisenborn 

9-5 David Hester 

9-5 Michelle Berndt 

9-5  Vic Miller 

9-6 Barb Wirtjes 

9-6 Vickie Gillespie 

9-6 Chloe Swensen 

9-7 Tabitha Ahrenholtz 

9-10 Ken Shetler 

9-10 Courtney Sonderman 

9-10 Duane Brouillard 

9-12 Edie Shetler 

9-13 Sandy Lansman 

9-16 Nathan Martin  

9-17 Janet Early 

9-23 Tyler Doonan 

9-24 Melanie Lucas 

9-25 Rosalie French 

9-26 Samantha Swensen 

9-27 Brandon Martin 

9-28 Joanne Nelson 

9-29 Darlene Arentson 

9-29 Cole Andersen 



Reverend Diana Holland 

Altamont Baptist Church 
516 Quince Road 

Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 744-3602 

www.revdhol@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, 

 

It is with great pleasure that we invite you to join us in a celebration.  After three 

years of planning and money-making projects and construction, we are ready for 

the public dedication of our new church building.  We have already been wor-

shipping in the new building and have experienced a wedding, funerals, bap-

tisms, and a full Vacation Bible School.  That means that we have had time to 

adjust and are now ready to celebrate. 

 

You are invited to come and join us on September 18 at 2:00 p.m. for a public 

dedication of the building to the work of the Lord.  There will be some refresh-

ments and fellowship afterward.  Because this invitation is being sent out to all 

our members, friends and supporters, we ask that you let us know if you are 

planning to come.  The ladies would like to know how many refreshments to 

prepare.  We wouldn’t want anyone to go away hungry! 

 

Please send R.S.V.P. by September 1, to Altamont Baptist Church, 516 Quince 

Road, Harlan, IA 51537; or call 712-744-3602 and leave a message if no one an-

swers.  You can even send an email to www.revdhol@aol.com. 

 

Thank you so much for supporting us and keeping us in your prayers during this 

process. 

 

God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Diana 

Taking Care of Our Church Building 
 
It’s a privilege and a responsibility to take care of our church building.  Some-
times I get asked the question as to how we can all help care of our place of 
worship.  I believe that it goes beyond simply keeping it clean although that is 
important.  We want to make sure our church building is as inviting as the peo-
ple who meet in it each week. 
 
Keeping the church clean is important because first impressions really do 
count.  People walking through the doors of our church for the first time don’t 
want to see dingy floors, dusty chairs or poorly kept bathrooms.  Even though I 
know that I have the primary responsibility for the cleanliness of the church, 
you all help in a number of ways that are appreciated.  Let’s look at some spe-
cific examples. 
 
You help keep the church clean by not tracking the soft tar from the parking lot 
into the church and onto the sanctuary carpet or newly waxed floors.  Or it 
might be mud or newly cut grass.  You all assist by not drinking coffee or so-
das in the sanctuary.  (Unfortunately we have acquired 2 large stains on the 
carpet in the sanctuary from coffee spills.) 
 
You also do your part by putting away items that you use, that someone else 
will be looking for - such as the ladder, tools, plunger and vacuum cleaners.  
We hope not to have to have a search each time we look for tools needed to 
do our jobs. 
 
Many of you have helped save the church money by turning off lights when 
you leave a room, or the church.  I believe that we need to treat our church 
building and electrical bill just like we would ours at home - by turning out 
lights, heat and air when it is no longer needed. 
 
So many of you have helped me immensely by assisting with setting up and 
taking down chairs and tables in the Fellowship hall.  Some weeks that be-
comes a frequent task.  I appreciate so much when you have assisted with 
this task - especially when we have weddings, funeral lunches and special 
services.  It is really true that “many hands make light work”! 
 
Thanks, too, when you let me know that lights are burned out, toilets are not 
flushing correctly, or other areas in the building need attention.  God has al-
lowed us to have a wonderful church building and church family, and I appreci-
ate each of you a great deal. 
 
Thanks! ~ Jim Zea 


