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Report from the Diaconate 

The Diaconate had its regular monthly meeting on October 17. Most of the time was spent discussing the feedback we had gotten on the Reveal rec-
ommendations. Two open forums had been held earlier in October.  

 

Our sense was that the recommendations were mostly well-received, with the only significant concern being what the children’s programming would be 
like on Sunday mornings. We decided to ask Pastor Dan and the Christian Ed committee to host a special parents’ meeting to better ascertain their 
needs, desires and expectations. That meeting will take place on November 1.  

 

The Diaconate also discussed the possibility of having our own benevolence fund to help those in the church family who are experiencing financial diffi-
culties. Ideas were presented and the Diaconate will discuss it further during our November meeting.  

 

Jeff Larson ~ Diaconate chair 

Address Service Requested 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Lord of the Harvest 
 

I had my first-ever opportunity to go combining last Tuesday. What a blast! Rowly Burton had invited me to spend the 
morning with him while he completed the harvest at Marjorie Plagman’s farm near Kirkman. 
 

After about 3-1/2 hours, Rowly & I switched seats (pretty courageous on Rowly’s part), and boy, you should have seen 
that corn come down. I sent a message to Brad Sorensen later that afternoon to let him know I was available for hire, 
assuming he could afford me. 
 

A strange thing happened while combining . . . I started thinking about Thanksgiving and anticipating that time of cele-
bration. I’ve always enjoyed Thanksgiving, but now I was anticipating it with a new perspective, as one who had partici-
pated (albeit minimally) in the fall harvest. 
 

In Bible times, the Israelites had three harvests each year. They harvested barley in April-May; wheat in June-July; and 
finally, the fruits of the tree (or vine) in September-October. Each was a significant event for the nation of Israel. 
 

It’s interesting that, of the 6 festivals God prescribed for Israel, 3 of them coincided with the agricultural calendar. Passo-
ver was during the barley harvest; Pentecost during the wheat harvest; and Tabernacles during the fruit harvest. Obvi-
ously, God intended the harvests to be a very spiritual time as well. 
 

In the New Testament, the harvest is used figuratively for the gathering of the redeemed saints at the end of the age 
(see Matthew 13:39). Also, in Matthew 9, Jesus described our efforts to win people to Christ as a type of harvesting. He 
famously said, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out work-
ers into his harvest field.” 
 

Are we willing to be harvesters for God? A significant number of the Reveal recommendations are designed to help us 
in that regard. Most significantly, the proposed change in our Sunday morning schedule is designed to help us reach out 
to un-churched families in our community.  
 

May God grant to us a zeal for reaching the lost. 
 

With appreciation, 
 

Pastor Dan 

Pilgrim notes from first Thanksgivings 
William Bradford, in Of Plymouth Plantation: 

Thus they found the Lord to be with them in all their ways, and to bless their outgoings and incomings, for which let His holy name have the 
praise forever, to all posterity. They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their houses and dwellings against 
winter, being all well recovered in health and strength and had all things in good plenty. For as some were thus employed in affairs abroad, 
others were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish, of which they took good store, of which every family had their portion. 
All the summer there was no want; and now began to come in store of fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did abound when 
they came first (but afterward decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl there was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took 
many, besides venison, etc. Besides, they had about a peck a meal a week to a person, or now since harvest, Indian corn to the proportion. 
Which made many afterwards write so largely of their plenty here to their friends in England, which were not feigned but true reports. 
 

Edward Winslow, in Mourt's Relation: 
Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner rejoice together after we had 
gathered the fruits of our labor. They four in one day killed as much fowl as, with a little help beside, served the company almost a week. At 
which time, amongst other recreations, we exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the rest their greatest 
king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which we 
brought to the plantation and bestowed on our governor, and upon the captain and others. And although it be not always so plentiful as it 
was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want that we often wish you partakers of our plenty. 
 

Referring to the 1623 harvest after the nearly catastrophic drought, Bradford wrote: 
And afterwards the Lord sent them such seasonable showers, with interchange of fair warm weather as, through His blessing, caused a 
fruitful and liberal harvest, to their no small comfort and rejoicing. For which mercy, in time convenient, they also set apart a day of thanks-
giving… By this time harvest was come, and instead of famine now God gave them plenty … for which they blessed God. And the effect of 
their particular planting was well seen, for all had … pretty well … so as any general want or famine had not been amongst them since to 
this day.                   — William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation 

I wish to thank everyone for your prayers, cards, food and 
many kindnesses during and through my recovery from back 
surgery.  Special thanks to Bonnie Fiscus, Judy Zea, Sharon 
Mathiasen and Ellen Linden for transportations to and from 
the hospital, being with me at the hospital and staying with 
me after coming home.  God bless each one of you.  

Donna Miller 

A SPECIAL PARENTS MEETING for parents of minors and couples who 
anticipate being parents, Tues., November 1 @ 6:30-8pm, FBC Sanctuary 
 

   The purpose of this meeting is to consider the impact of the Reveal 
   recommendations on children at FBC.  We will be discussing some 
   very basic questions: 
 

1.  How can your church family better assist you 
in raising your child(ren) to know & love Jesus? 

 

2.  What kind of children’s programming would 
you like to see offered or available on Sunday mornings? 



SUNDAY: November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27  

8am 
 Greeters 

Joel & Karla Berndt Vic & Shari Miller Gary & Barb Wirtjes Adam & Anne Shipman  

 Ushers Howard & Tara Lansman Family 

 Nursery Joel & Karla Berndt Arlin & Nancy Sorensen Terri Soll 
Howard & Tara 

Lansman 
 

 Communion 
*Howard Lansman, *Chris Swensen, 

Mike Martin, Jeff Larson 
   

Sunday School 
Nursery 

Karla Hundt 

10:30am  
 Greeters 

Jim & Cindy Heilesen 
Darrel & Sharon 

Mathiasen 
Jim & Jane Jensen Bryan & Janice Greve  

 Ushers *Myron Sorensen, James Nelson, Norm Mathiasen, Fred Nelson 

 Nursery 
Dan & Heidi 
Lotenschtein 

Kent & Deb Morgan 
Larry & Paulette 

Madsen 
Keith & Bonnie Fiscus  

 Communion    
*Glenn French, Bryan Greve, 
Norm Mathiasen, Mick Soll 

 

 Pray for our 
 Missionaries 

Ruth Mooney 
Costa Rica 

Mario Morales 
Bolivia 

Debbie Mulneix 
India 

Tom & Terry Myers 
Bulgaria 

 

 Pray for local 
 Churches 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Church 

Grace Baptist Church 
First United Methodist 

Church 
First Assembly of God  

 Pray for Iowa 
 Churches 

First Baptist Church 
Indianola 

First Baptist Church 
Johnston 

First Baptist Church 
Jefferson 

First Baptist Church 
Lorimor 

 

Social Committee - October, November, December 

Kitchen Coordinator:  Karyn Gilpatric 
 

Gene & Darlene Arentson, Joel & Karla Berndt, Tom Brown, Harold Edrington, Keith & Bonnie Fiscus, John Gilliland, 
Christina Groen, Jon & Luann Hansen, Jean Hemminger, David & Bethany Hester, Jeff & Shelli Larson, Jerry Larson, Ellen Linden, 

Dan & Heidi Lotenschtein, Stan & Joan Martens, Les & Deb Outhouse, Olie & Crystal Pash, Dave Pedersen, Marjorie Plagman, 
Mick & Gloria Soll, Arlin & Nancy Sorensen, Jim & Jan Swensen, Helen Warren, Doug & Patty Welsh 

CE Board Moments   

CE board:  John Gilliland, Terri Soll, Vickie Gillespie, Howard & Tara Lansman 
 

 Needed: Chair and co-chair for Sunday school Christmas program 
   3rd & 4th grade Sunday school teacher(s) 
 

 Contact: Vickie Gillespie 755-2985 or John Gilliland 755-2010 

 Regularly Scheduled Weekly Activities for Current Month  

8am 
Contemporary Service 

 
9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30am 
Traditional Service 

6am 
Promise 
Keepers 

 
 

5pm 
GriefShare 

 6pm 
Senior High BYF 

 
6:30pm 

Preschool-Junior High 
BYF 

  8-9am 

Pastor’s Prayer 
Meeting 

(Front Office) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 1 
6:30-8pm 

Special Parents 
meeting 
(Sanctuary) 

2 3 
 
 

Harlan Community 
Blood Drive 

Veteran’s Memorial Building 
Thursday, November 3rd 

11:30am - 5:30pm  

 

Please contact Anita at 755-5221 
to schedule an appointment 

 

Walk-ins welcome!!! 
www.redcrossblood.org 

4 5 

Savannah Soll 
Come ‘n Go Baby 

Shower 
Fellowship Hall 

10-11:30am 
Savannah is wearing size 6 mo 

clothes & size 1 diapers 

 

6 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6pm 
Football Playoff 

7 8 
 

9 

 
10 

 
11 12 

13 
6pm 

Football Playoff (?) 

14 15 
 

16 17 
2pm 

ABW Meeting 
Darlene Arentson 

 
 
 

6pm 
Football Playoff (?) 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

6pm 
FBC Thanksgiving 

Pot Luck 
 

21 
 

8pm 
Diaconate 
Meeting 

22 
 

23 

NO 
BYF 

 

Happy Day Before 
Thanksgiving! 

24 
 

25 26 
4pm 

Arentson Family 
Thanksgiving 

27 28 

 
29 30    

Veteran’s Day 

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 

Fall 

Back! 

 

6pm 
FBC Thanksgiving 

Pot Luck 



NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
11-10 Darrel & Sharon Mathiasen 
11-13 Brent & Terri Soll 
11-21 Floyd & LaVale Jensen 
11-21 Mick & Gloria Soll 
11-23 Tony & Rita Vis 
11-25 Keith & Bonnie Fiscus  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
11-1 Brianna Vis 
11-1 Jennifer Perkins 
11-1 Deb Outhouse 
11-1 Cyndi Greve 
11-2 John Gilliland 
11-3 Josie Knudson 
11-5 James Jensen 
11-5 Bonnie Fiscus 
11-8 Nicholas Freml 
11-10 Matthew Andersen 
11-11 Ruth Sorensen 
11-11 Randy Pash 
11-11 Abigail Hester 
11-12 Bev McCreary 
11-12 Marilyn Martin 
11-12 Andrea Heilig 
11-12 Holly Matthews 
11-16 Matthew Bartelson 
11-18 Deb Larson 
11-20 Richard Freml 
11-20 Gaige Knudson 
11-20 Alex French 
11-21 Mary Beaman 
11-22 Michelle Sorensen 
11-23 Dennis Langbehn 
11-25 Chandra Knudsen 
11-26 Val Langbehn  

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the church’s Inclement Weather Policy. 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning 
 
Members & attendees, including those with specific Sunday morning responsibili-
ties, should presume that services (and Sunday school) will NOT be cancelled due 
to poor weather conditions and make their own decision about whether to venture 
out. 
 
In the event of SEVERE weather conditions (e.g., travel impossible), a decision to 
cancel worship & Sunday school will be made jointly by the pastor and moderator 
and they will notify the appropriate radio & television stations, as well as make 
use of available electronic messaging. 
 
 
 
 
 
BYF 
 
If the Harlan schools are closed or students are sent home early, then BYF will be 
cancelled.  If NOT closed or sent home early, the BYF director will use his/her 
best judgment and make a decision as early as possible. 
 
It will be the director’s responsibility to notify the radio & television station(s) in 
the event of a cancellation.  If the decision to cancel is made AFTER 3:00, the di-
rector will attempt to notify BYF staff via phone.  
 
 
 
Approved by Diaconate 
01/17/11 

Community Group Fundraising 

 

Many of the children in the church participate in clubs and organizations that do some fundraising 
from time-to-time. These clubs and organizations are very worthwhile and, as the children’s spir-
itual family, we want to be supportive and many of us choose to make a contribution or buy a 
product.  

 

The only request I’d make is that the fundraising take place after worship, not before. The 
time before worship is intended to be a time for greeting one another and preparing oneself for 
worship. Thank you all for your cooperation. 

 

  Pastor Dan 

Trinity Lutheran Church Women 
 

Aebleskiver & Sausage Supper & Quilt Raffle 

301 North Chestnut Street - Avoca 

Thursday, November 17th  @ 4-7pm 

 

Just a note -- 
 

FBC Annual Report articles are due 
to the office secretary 
by December 15th. 


