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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Decisions, Decisions 
 

During last Sunday’s breakfast for the graduates, Erin Freml, a recent college graduate and soon-to-be bride, gave a wonderful presenta-
tion on the subject of decision-making. 

 

The subject is particularly relevant because the graduates will likely make a number of critical decisions over the next 4-6 years, including 
what to study in college, when to marry, whom to marry, where to live, what kind of occupation to pursue, etc.  

 

The reality is, we make dozens of decisions every day – ranging from the fairly routine (what should I have for breakfast?) to the impor-
tant (is it time to buy a new car?). While visiting my brother last week, we talked about some decisions that will need to be made in the 
next few years with respect to our mother. I would put those decisions in the ―huge‖ category. 

 

Over the years, I’ve seen a lot of Christians tie themselves in knots over this matter of decision-making. In his book “Decision-Making and 
the Will of God,” Garry Friesen describes the traditional view of decision-making as follows: 

 

Premise: For each of our decisions God has a perfect plan or will. 
Purpose:  Our goal is to discover God’s individual will and make decisions in accordance with it. 
Process:  We interpret the inner impressions and outward signs through which the Holy Spirit communicates His leading. 
Proof:  The confirmation that we have correctly discerned the individual will of God comes from an inner sense of peace and 

outward (successful) results of the decision. 

 

I suspect this is the view of decision-making that most of us have been taught. A problem with it, however, is that it is NOT the view 
taught or modeled in Scripture. It’s also a view that unnecessarily complicates decision-making, promotes immaturity in decision-making, 
and often results in a great deal of frustration. 

 

In next weeks’ article, I will share an alternative view of decision-making that is not only more biblical, but more practical for daily living. 

 

In appreciation of you, 

 

Pastor Dan 

 

P.S. Even though the Extender is only published once a month, I continue to write a weekly article that is sent via email. If you don’t have 

email and would like the article mailed to your home, contact Cyrila in the church office. 

 

April French 
Graduation Party 

 

Saturday, June 4th 
2-5pm 

 

@ the French home - 2226 Road M47 

 

2½ miles north of Irwin on the highway 

Music!  Music!  Music!  -  By Helen Warren  

 

I’m so thankful that music is mentioned all throughout the Bible – beginning in Genesis (4:21b) and on through Revela-
tion (8:2).  What a wonderful way to bring praise to our Lord, and to glorify His Name. 

 

Little did I know as a 7-year-old beginner piano student that music would play such an important part of my life. When 
my mother announced to her daughters, “One of you wash the dishes and the other one practice the piano,” we both 
made a bee-line for the piano!  Little did I know how beneficial that practice would be. Here I am, many years later, 
benefiting from the lessons and practice that began when I was a young child.  Then I look around me at our young 
people here at First Baptist.  How thankful I am for those who have taken up the challenge of perfecting their music 
skills, and using their talent for the Lord, whether it be by singing or playing a musical instrument. 

 

We have two graduating seniors who play in our Praise Band that we will greatly miss when they leave for college.  
Thank you, Amanda Outhouse and Nikki Greve, for your participation in our Praise Band.  We look forward to you con-
tinuing to play with us whenever you’re available to do so.  May this be only the beginning of your involvement with 
many music ministries, as you continue to serve the Lord throughout your life, using your musical talent. 

 

Psalm 33:3, “Sing unto him a new song; play skillfully with a loud noise,...” 

Report from the Diaconate 
 

Our meeting on May 16 was devoted in its entirety to a report by the Reveal Team. The Reveal Team has been meeting for 
5 months and was given the task of interpreting the results of the Reveal Survey and then making recommendations to the 
Diaconate on how the results might be utilized. 

 

The Reveal Team made a number of recommendations, which were divided into three broad categories: (1) leadership 
structure & development; (2) spiritual formation/discipleship; and (3) local outreach. The Diaconate will be considering and 
discussing the recommendations over the next two months at least. There are many issues to sort through and we ask the 
congregation to pray for us as we seek God’s wisdom and guidance.      Jeff Larson, Diaconate Chair 



SUNDAY: June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26  

8am 
 Greeters 

Mike & Lori Weisenborn Tom & Sandy Walker 
Jeff & Courtney 

Sonderman 
Randy & Pat Pash  

 Ushers Adam & Anne Chipman - Mike & Deb Martin 

 Nursery Ken & Edie Shetler Tom & Sandy Walker Mike & June Schleimer Brad & Sue Sorensen  

 Communion 
*Dan Lucas, *Howard Lansman, 
Don Klitgaard, Chris Swensen   

   

Sunday School 
Nursery 

Terri Soll 

10:30am  
 Greeters 

Dave & Marna 
Outhouse 

Marjorie Plagman 
Robert Wherrett 

Kent & Deb Morgan Don & Jean Christensen  

 Ushers *Jim Jensen, Norm Mathiasen, Glenn French, Paul Nelson   

 Nursery Jim & Jane Jensen Deb & Rowly Burton 
Dean & Arleatta 

Bartelson 
Eric & Jami Anderson  

 Communion    
*James Nelson, *Jim Gillespie, 

Walt Bernard, Dan Martin  

 

 Pray for our 
 Missionaries 

Madeline Flores-Lopez 
Dominican Republic 

Chuck & Ruth Fox 
Thailand 

Philip & Corenne 
Garrison Smith 

Brazil 

Rick & Anita Gutierrez 
South Africa 

 

 Pray for local 
 Churches 

Congregational United 
Church of Christ 

Christ’s Church Abundant Life Church Bethel Baptist Church  

 Pray for Iowa 
 Churches 

First Baptist Church 
Malvern 

First Baptist Church 
Missouri Valley 

First Baptist Church 
Mount Ayr 

First Baptist Church 
Red Oak 

 

Social Committee - April, May, June 

Kitchen Coordinator:  Karyn Gilpatric 
 

Eric & Jami Andersen, Terry & Connie Arentson, Howard & Mary Beaman, Bob & Bonnie Burton, Adam & Anne Chipman, 
Troy & Kelly Doonan, Ron & Jenny French, Alex French, Jim & Cindy Heilesen, Ted & Judy Heilig, Jeff & Karla Hundt, 
Jeff & Sandy Lansman, Mike & Deb Martin, Mike & June Schleimer, Brad & Sue Sorensen, Myron & Bonnie Sorensen, 

Chris & Misty Swensen, Tom & Sandy Walker, Gary & Barb Wirtjes, Jason & Jennifer Wickizer 

Christian Growth & Awareness Department 

  

CE committee:  John Gilliland, Terri Soll, Jim & Vickie Gillespie, Howard & Tara Lansman, Jim & Janet Swensen 
 

Some topics we have been working on are: affirmation statement for BYF and Sunday School teachers, summer 
class for college students, promotion Sunday for Sunday School, teacher training, and our statement of faith. 

 

Rita Vis is in charge of VBS; this year's dates are July 31st to Aug 4th.  (see insert) 

 Regularly Scheduled Weekly Activities for Current Month  

8am 
Contemporary Service 

 
9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30am 
Traditional Service 

6am 
Promise 
Keepers 

 
GriefShare is 
on Summer 
break - will 
resume in 
September 

    8-9am 
Prayer (Sanctuary) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

  1 2 3 4 
 

2-5pm 
April French 
graduation 

5 
2-4pm 

Erin Gaul baby shower 
 

 
5:30-7pm 

VBS Kick Off 

6 7 8 
 

2pm 
Jane Jensen 
club meeting 

9 10 11 
 

2pm 
Reno Stofferson 
memorial service 

12 13 14 15 16 
 

2pm 
ABW-Jane Jensen 

17 
 
 

Sorensen wedding 
rehearsal 

18 
 
 
Sorensen wedding 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FBC parade float 
bake sale 

20 21 
 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 

 
28 29 30   



We are excited to be on the brink of voting in four candidates for membership.  They are Tabi Ahrenholtz, Anna Nelson, Glenn & 
Rosalie French.  And more have been making steps in doing the same. 

 

Also I am looking for help in updating the Membership Roster and since we are still quite new and attend 1st service, we will 
need help with 2nd service attendees and knowing who is and is not attending church functions.  Contact me by email 
dorenesmith@juno.com or phone 712.579.5212 if you can help in any way. 

 

I hope all the Mother's Day magnets found a refrigerator, and remember Father's Day is around the corner! 
 

Brian and Dorene Smith (Membership/Fellowship Co-Chairs)  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

6-1 M. Jean Christensen   
6-2 Connie Arentson 

6-2 Daniel Soll 
6-4 Nicholas Andersen 
6-5 Karla Hundt 

6-5 Martin Olson 
6-6 Michael Hansen 
6-6 Will Lansman 

6-6 Christian Soll  
6-6 Alex Outhouse 

6-6 Kelly Doonan 
6-11 Heidi Lotenschtein 
6-11 Eleanor Allen 

6-12 Eric Andersen 
6-13 Bernadine Gaer 

6-15  Jennifer Weisenborn 
6-16 Tabitha Melby 
6-17 Marcy Cain 

6-18 Tom Walker 
6-18 Christine Bartelson 
6-19 Ellen Linden 

6-19 Joanne Mathiasen 
6-19 Jim Gillespie  

6-24 Bonnie Knight 
6-25 Matt Schmitz 
6-26 Erin Freml 

6-26 Judy Armentrout 
6-28 Joy Perkins 
6-30 Melissa Scholten 

6-30 Jake Priester 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

6-2 Delbert & Loa Dell Edwards 
6-3 Jim & Janet Swensen 

6-11 Rowly & Deb Burton 
6-13 Charles & Janet Early 
6-14 Lyle & Marcia Walker Jr. 

6-14 Jeff & Courtney Sonderman 
6-19 Richard & Mary Freml 
6-21 Jim & Vickie Gillespie 

6-23 Daniel & Marilyn Martin 
6-27 David & Trish Stremler 

 

You’re Invited to a Diaper Shower 

Please come help Erin Gaul celebrate 
 

The last little Gaul is on the way 
We were cheering for a boy, but the doctors said nay! 

We’ll be needing more diapers and wipes 
PAMPERS and LUVS get the most hype! 

 

Let’s spoil baby and give mommy some rest! 
HUGGIES wipes are the best! 

 
DATE:     Sunday, June 5, 2011 

 

COME-N-GO:     2pm - 4pm 

 

LOCATION:     First Baptist Church 
    1325 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan 

 
For questions or RSVP’s please contact June Schleimer  712-764-3527 

Or Heather Acosta 712-326-8940 

 

Baby girl needs disposable diapers in ALL sizes preferably Luvs or Pampers brands. 

VBS - Sunday July 31st through Thursday August 4th 
6:15 to 8:15pm 

 

VBS planning and coordination is in HIGH GEAR! We are planning for 120 participants, a faith increase from last year, as our attendance ran in 
the 60’s and 70’s. We are praying this ministry would draw in entire families and individuals from the community, many who would not otherwise 
darken our doors. ANYONE is welcome to attend our Hometown Nazareth Celebration, including Moms and Dads, Grandparents, singles, aunts, 
uncles, kids ANY age, and people who want to have a great time going back to how things were when Jesus was a kid. Please pray and invite 
whomever God lays on YOUR heart to attend. 
 

Registration is June 5th from 5:30 to 7:00 pm at the church. Our church family will be asked to provide a potluck dinner for the community to come 
and enjoy. Please sign up at visfam6@harlannet.com  to say you’ll help provide this meal.  
 

There will also be a worker training that evening, led by Paulette Madsen. Any volunteer who cannot attend that meeting will need to meet with 
Paulette prior to the VBS start date so we do not have confusion the first night of VBS.  This training is for ALL Tribe leaders, Marketplace leaders 
and assistants.  
  

Make plans to join us for an entertaining and fun experience as we travel back in time to when Jesus was a kid. Each night, there will be a celebra-
tion time of singing and fun, meetings with your ―Tribe,‖ which is your VBS family for the week, visiting the marketplace, making cool projects and 
visiting with the shopkeepers, who have some interesting thoughts about who this Jesus REALLY is!   
 

We are praying that all of our volunteers would be in place before June 5th. 
 

Descriptions of different roles as well as sign up sheets are located outside of the NFH. 
 

Questions?  Contact Rita Vis 579-9030 or visfam6@harlannet.com for more information or to volunteer. 

Dear First Baptist Church Family, 

 

James and I wanted to take a moment to share with you a brief update on the different missions and what they believe is the purpose of 
their ministry that we are supporting at First Baptist Harlan The first new mission group we are supporting as a church are the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. Pastor Dan mentioned the vital role of bible translators in his sermon last Sunday. I was also fortunate to grow up with a family 
that supported the Wycliffe translators and to hear a personal testimony from one of them that spent her life in Cameroon Africa.  Wycliffe 
Bible Translators www.wycliffe.org 

 

Our work in the Bible translation movement flows out of our identity as followers of Jesus. The beliefs we share provide us with the motiva-
tion for our ministry. These foundational beliefs guide our plans and practices. In all we do, we desire to not only spread the message of 
Christ, but also to incarnate—live out—that message.  

 

WYCLIFFE'S VISION:  That God's Word is accessible to all people in a language that speaks to their heart. 
WYCLIFFE'S MISSION:  To see a Bible translation program in progress in every language still needing one by 2025. 

 

Each person who participates in the Bible translation movement has been created by God, gifted by God and called by God. While we are 
a diverse community, we are driven by a single passion: The glory of God through the translation of the Word for every person on earth in 
the language they understand best. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Missions Department. 

 

James Nelson and Dan Lucas 

Summer Sunday Fellowship Begins June 5 

Summer Sunday Fellowship is a ministry for all college-aged young adults. The 

ministry is led by Mike & Deb Martin and Dan & Sally Hawn. We will meet at the 

parsonage at 6:30 PM for dinner, followed by Bible study and prayer. The group 

will read and discuss the book “How to Stay Christian in College” by J. 

Budziszewski. All college-aged young adults are welcome, whether attending 

college or not. 

Guest Worship Leader on Sunday, June 19 
On June 19, the 8:00 AM Contemporary Service will be led by Jerry Stoner, direc-
tor of worship at First Baptist Church in Wichita, KS.  

 

Jerry is a professional actor, singer, musician and songwriter, who has been 
leading worship most of his adult life. In addition to some familiar songs, Jerry will 
teach us a couple of his original compositions.  Jerry works in advertising, and in 

his spare time, enjoys biking and doing P90X. He’s also a hockey fan. 

Left to right:  Cora Davis, April French, Mason Fah, Sara Pape, Ellen Klitgaard, Nikki 
Greve, Emily Hundt, Payden Wilson, Amanda Outhouse, and Kathleen Sorensen  

mailto:dorenesmith@juno.com
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