
  

 

 

 

 

1325 Chatburn Avenue 
Harlan  IA  51537 

 

Phone:  712-755-2711 Email:  baptist@fbcharlan.org 

 

 

Postmaster:  Please deliver in a timely manner 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage - PAID 

Harlan  IA 51537 
Permit #95 

 
Address Service Requested 

The purpose of the First Baptist Church is to bring people 
to Jesus  and to develop them to Christ-like maturity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Pastor:  Dan Hawn 
 
 

July 2011  Volume 1, Number 3 

God speaks to me through music  and almost every time I hear Scripture these days it reminds me of a song that I’ve 

heard.  This happened to me most recently while I was vacationing on a company sponsored trip to the Bahamas.  I was 

offered the privilege of attending a devotional each morning which was lead by someone from our corporate office.  One 

of these devotionals continues to come to mind.  The scripture was Matthew 6:19-21 and within minutes of listening to the 

speaker, my mind wandered to a song by Nichole Nordeman called, “Leave a Legacy.”  

 

In this song she sings. . . 

 

 "...I don't have to look too far or too long awhile  
 To make a lengthy list of all that I enjoy  
 It's an accumulating trinket and a treasure pile  
 Where moth and rust, thieves and such will soon enough destroy  
 "I want to leave a legacy  
 How will they remember me?  
 Did I choose to love? Did I point to You enough  
 To make a mark on things?  
 I want to leave an offering  
 A child of mercy and grace who 
 blessed your name unapologetically  
 And leave that kind of legacy..."  

 

It reminded me of all the reasons I have to be joyful, content and thankful.  I began making my “legacy list” of things that I 

enjoy, but also things that I am thankful for and memories that I “treasure.”  We are told in the passage NOT to store up 

treasures here on earth, but instead in heaven.  It made me stop and think. . .how will they remember me?  

 

I have often thought over the past year, after attending many funerals, that I would like to leave behind a marvelous leg-

acy.  Three of the funerals I attended were for women who left behind an enduring legacy for Jesus Christ.  It has caused 

me to wonder what mine might be like.  What would people say about me?  Do I point to Jesus enough?  Do you? 

  

~June Schleimer 

Persisting in Prayer 
 
Why does God want us to persist in prayer? I mean, why can’t we just ask God for something once and have 
His answer right away?  

 

Jesus told two different parables to encourage us to ask and keep asking. In the parable of the persistent 
widow (Luke 18:1-8), a desperate widow pesters a judge for justice. He eventually becomes so exasperated 
that he gives her what she wants. 

 

In the parable of the persistent neighbor (Luke 11:5-8), a man goes to his neighbor at midnight to ask for 
bread. (We can imagine his children crying with hunger.) The neighbor doesn’t even want to get out of bed, but 
because of the man’s persistent knocking, he finally gets up and gives him bread. 

 

What’s going on here? Is this what God is like – a reluctant answerer of prayer, who needs to be badgered 
into responding? 

 

I don’t always understand God’s thinking (or ways) with respect to prayer, but let me suggest three reasons 
why God wants us to persist. 

 

First, having to persist in prayer tends to purge us of our selfishness. Often times, our first formulation of a re-
quest is relatively self-centered and self-serving. As we persist, however, our own desires and plans gradually 
harmonize with God’s, which leads us to a new spiritual state. 

 

Second, having to persist in prayer tends to purge us of our immaturity. An ability to wait for something is one 
of the key differences between childishness and maturity. One author wrote: “The real value of persistent 
prayer is not so much that we get what we want, but rather that, in the course of persisting, we become the 
person we should be.” 

 

Third, having to persist in prayer tends to purge us of ingratitude. The Father knows that the more earnestly 
we ask for something and the longer we wait for it, the more we will value it when finally received, and the 
more wholeheartedly we will thank Him for it. 

 

Have you become discouraged or frustrated in prayer? Then keep praying and trust God that He knows what 
He’s doing. 
 

Pastor Dan 



SUNDAY: July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 

8am 
 Greeters 

 Jeff & Shelli Larson 
Brad & Sue 
Sorensen 

Joel & Karla Berndt Mike & Deb Martin 

 Ushers Chris & Misty Swensen Family 

 Nursery  Jeff & Shelli Larson Terri Soll Dan & Melanie Lucas Rich & Mary Freml 

 Communion   
*Jon Hansen, *Brian 

Smith, Arlin Sorensen 

Sunday School 
Nursery 

Karla Hundt 

10:30am  
 Greeters 

Norm & Jo Mathiasen 
Dave Pedersen 

Les & Deb Outhouse Jim & Cindy Heilesen Bob & Bonnie Burton Ron & Jennifer French 

 Ushers *Bryan Greve, Myron Sorensen, Don Christensen, Kent Morgan 

 Nursery Bryan & Janice Greve Les & Deb Outhouse Barb & Gary Wirtjes Matt & Amber Schmitz Bob & Bonnie Burton 

 Communion   
*Fred Nelson, *Jim 
Heilesen, James  

Nelson, Larry Madson 
 

 Pray for our 
 Missionaries 

Benjamin Chan & 
Alice Hau 

E. Asia, India, 
Hong Kong 

Susan Hegarty 
Cuba 

Joel & Patricia Hoefle 
Thailand/Myanmar 

Cathy Holmes 
India 

Gordon & Lee Ann 
Hwang 
Japan 

 Pray for local 
 Churches 

Seventh Day Adventist 
St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church 
St. Michael’s Catholic 

Church 
Altamont Baptist Church Peach Lutheran Church 

 Pray for Iowa 
 Churches 

First Baptist Church 
Shenandoah 

First Baptist Church 
Ames 

First Baptist Church 
Atlantic 

First Baptist Church 
Bedford 

First Baptist Church 
Boone 

Social Committee - July, August, September 

Kitchen Coordinator:  Karyn Gilpatric 
 

Mary Ahrenholtz, Dave & Nancy Boettger, Rowly & Deb Burton, Don & Jeannie Christensen, Rich & Mary Freml, 
Glenn & Rosalie French, Dawn Gardner, Jim & Vickie Gillespie, Jim & Jane Jensen, Tara & Howard Lansman, 

Dan & Melanie Lucas, Norm & Jo Mathiasen, Dallas & Lois McDermott, Vic & Shari Miller, Luetta Moore, Kent & Deb Morgan, 
Phil & Jennifer Perkins, Lois Reeves, Matt & Amber Schmitz, Ken & Edie Shetler, Brian & Dorene Smith, Brent & Terri Soll, 

Dale & Ruth Sorensen, Vera Stewart, Tony & Rita Vis 

 Regularly Scheduled Weekly Activities for Current Month  

8am 
Contemporary Service 

 
9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30am 
Traditional Service 

6am 
Promise 
Keepers 

 
GriefShare is 
on Summer 
break - will 
resume in 
September 

    8-9am 
Prayer (Sanctuary) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

    1 2 
 

 

3 

 
4 5 6 7 

 

11:30am - 5:30pm 
Harlan Community 

Blood Drive 
Veterans Memorial 

Building 
Call Anita 

@ 755-5221 

8 9 

10 11 
 

7-8pm 
Diaconate 

prayer 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 
 

18 
 

7pm 
Diaconate 
meeting 

19 
 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 

 
26 27 28 29 30 

 

31 

VBS 

REMINDER 
The sanctuary carpet and pew pads were recently professionally 

cleaned to maintain the appearance of our facility. 
 
 

Please observe the signs posted on the doors 
whenever entering the sanctuary: 

 

“PLEASE, NO FOOD OR DRINK 
ALLOWED IN THE SANCTUARY” 

From the desk of Karyn Gilpatric: 

 

Thank you to everyone who provided food and/or 
helped with the Stofferson and Blakely funerals. 

 

Your time and generosity are greatly appreciated! 



Summer always seems to fly by, but the fact that VBS is only about one month away is definite proof 
of the fleeing moments! I am happy to report that God has supplied all but three tribe leaders, and 
three marketplace leaders! God is answering prayers in so many ways. I am amazed every year at how 

the details seem insurmountable, and indeed, without God they are IMPOSSIBLE. He is proving Himself 
faithful in more ways than I could ever think or ask or imagine. 

 

There ARE still opportunities for EVERYONE to be involved through: 

 

 Joining the onsite prayer team 
 Bringing supplies (pick up list at church office) 
 Building the marketplace 
 Helping with decorations 
 Riding on the parade float for the Shelby County Fair 
 Decorating the float for the parade 
 Running the food market, barnyard or olive oil shop 
 Volunteering for the clean up crew 
 Joining the Backpack Ministry team 
 Volunteering to take photos 
 Attending VBS (Register at the church) 
 Becoming a tribe leader or helper  
 Joining the registration team each night for check-in 
 Creating the signs that will be used to direct people  
 Taking care of the record keeping for VBS offering 
 Helping with the supply bulletin board to help members select items to bring 
 Join the prayer walk, delivering VBS invites and praying for the houses you deliver the invitations to 

in Harlan 

 

Please PRAY and ask our Heavenly Father how he could use YOU to impact His Kingdom for the week of VBS 
this summer.  

 

For His Glory, 

Rita Vis 

The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America 
(Adopted by Congress on July 4, 1776)  

 

“When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume among 
the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to  
which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, 
a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation. 

 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers for the consent of the governed.  That whenever any form of government becomes 
destructive to these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new govern-
ment, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their safety and happiness.  Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established 
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are 
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, that to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed.  But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
government, and to provide new guards for their future security…” 

Diaconate Report 

  

The Diaconate met on June 18 and, just like the meeting in May, we devoted the entirety of 
this months’ meeting to the recommendations of the Reveal Team. It was a lively discus-
sion and many views were expressed. Of the 10-12 recommendations, we identified 2 as 
being the most significant. The Diaconate will have a special prayer meeting on July 11 in 
preparation for our regular meeting on July 18. Please continue to pray for us. 

 

Jeff Larson 

Diaconate Chair 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

7-1  Seth Lansman  
7-1  Brian Smith 
7-4  Jeff Larson 
7-4  Jami Andersen  
7-4  Ben Arentson 
7-5  Brent Soll 
7-5  Jackson Lotenschtein 
7-7  Andrew Andersen 
7-8  Colleen Hansen 
7-8  Luke Lansman  
7-9  Janice Greve 
7-9  John Stewart 
7-9  Ryan McDermott 
7-9  Joseph Andersen 
7-14 Amy Walker 
7-15 Adam Chipman 
7-17 Mary Ahrenholtz 
7-17 Jordan Sanders 
7-18 Rowly Burton 
7-18 Jack Klitgaard 
7-19 Katie DuVal 
7-20 Madison Lotenschtein 
7-21 Amber Schmitz 
7-22 Donna Miller 
7-22 James Zea 
7-23 Anne Chipman 
7-27 Mick Soll 
7-28 Dean Sorensen 
7-28 Karyn Gilpatric 
7-28 Rebekah Lucas 
7-29 Bethany Perkins 
7-29 Jonathan Sanders 
7-30 Molly Swensen 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

7-1  Howard & Tara Lansman 
7-2  Donald & Laurel Klitgaard 
7-3  Myron & Bonnie Sorensen 
7-9  Kent & Deb Morgan 
7-10 Mike & Colleen Hansen 
7-12 Marvin & Ruby Martin 
7-16 Arlin & Nancy Sorensen 
7-17 Jerry & Debra Larson 
7-20 Jason & Erin Gaul 
7-25 Paul & Melissa Scholten 
7-26 Dean & Arleatta Bartelson 
7-26 Chris & Misty Swensen 
7-31 Matt & Amber Schmitz 
7-31 Brad & Susan Sorensen 

Getting Ready for BYF 
 

We have been working on things for next year; there are a few more people to 

touch  base with, but most of the classes are already staffed.  Expect a couple 

new things in our program, and there will be a slight time adjustment. 

 

Please pray that God will prepare the hearts of those He wants to serve in this 

ministry! 

 

BYF registration will be Wednesday, September 7th 

classes begin Wednesday, September 14th
 

 

We are anxious to see how God will work through this program next year. 

Janet Swensen 

I would like to tell you thank you for your generosity 

to me,  in my time of graduation. Thank you for all the nice 

cards and congratulations I received. They were all very 

much appreciated. You all have been so kind to me and have 

helped me grow while I've been here. 
 

Once again thank you for all you have done. 
 

With much appreciation, 
 

Payden Wilson 


