
 

1325 Chatburn Avenue 
Harlan  IA  51537 

 

Phone:  712-755-2711 Email:  fbaptist@fbcharlan.org 

 

 

Postmaster:  Please deliver in a timely manner 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage - PAID 

Harlan  IA 51537 
Permit #95 

 
 

The purpose of the First Baptist Church is to bring people 
to Christ and to develop them to Christ-like maturity. 

Address Service Requested 

Extender, Published Monthly , Volume 5, Number 10 October 2015 October 2015 

A Pastor & the Pope 
 

It was purely a coincidence that our family was in Washington, DC at the same time as Pope 

Francis. We arrived and left the city at almost the same time, although – unlike the Pope -- we 

flew commercial and had a layover in Chicago. 

 

While we were in DC to see the monuments, tens of thousands of others were there to see the 

pontiff. The city was electric, and wherever the Pope went, huge crowds gathered if only to catch 

a glimpse of him as he drove by.  

 

Pope Francis is probably the most popular person on the planet and, as a Christian, I respect him 

a great deal (just as I respect the Roman Catholic church). However, as a Protestant Christian,    

I profoundly disagree with the papacy itself. As one scholar wrote recently: “It’s not personal, 

it’s biblical & theological.” 

 

In his massive four-volume Reformed Dogmatics, Herman Bavinck (1854-1921) gives six     

reasons why Protestants reject the primacy of the pope and the Catholic understanding of       

apostolic succession. I’ll mention 4 of these reasons:* 

 

1. The distinction between clergy & laity that underlies the Roman Catholic hierarchy is 

neither taught in the New Testament nor exhibited in the organization of the              

first-century church. 

2. The apostolate (office of apostle) was an exceptional & temporary office in the New 

Testament church. In other words, the NT apostles had no successors. 

3. There is no scriptural proof that Peter had a unique authority that was different from or 

superior to the other eleven Apostles.  

4. Even if Peter had been given unique authority over the church, this would still not    

establish the primacy of the bishop of Rome. According to the oldest documents from 

the early church, the church in Rome was led by a group of overseers, not by a single, 

pope-like leader (and certainly not by Peter). 

 

As I watched the crowds in DC, I was impressed by their desire to be near the Pope. I wondered 

if this was simply due to his fame & celebrity. I recalled that, as a young teenager, I once skipped 

school and waited hours to see a certain professional hockey player.  

 

In the case of the Pope, it goes beyond fame & celebrity. Catholics believe the Pope has the   

authority to forgive sin and that a certain grace (called “sacramental grace”) is extended to those 

who merely come into his presence. This explains the large number of disabled persons who 

lined the streets in DC. 

 

It was an exciting two days and I appreciate the many good words the Pope had to say to    

America and to our leaders. At the same time, I’m thankful for my direct access to God through 

His Son Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory & praise! 

 

Pastor Dan 

 

*Adapted from an article by Kevin DeYoung 

Pastor’s Article by Dan Hawn, Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE:   
 

Special Business 

Meeting 

Sunday, October 11 

at 10:05 AM in the 

Sanctuary.  

 

 

 

 

 

VERY  

IMPORTANT: 
 

If you have not yet 

registered your son 

or daughter for BYF 

please go online and 

do that TODAY!   

www.fbcharlan.org 

Job Posting 
Small Group Administrator 

 

This is the perfect job for somebody who is passionate about what God does in the lives of people through small 

group ministry. 

 

 This is a paid, part-time position (8-12 hours/week). The hours are very flexible. 

 The primary responsibility is to encourage & facilitate small group participation. 

 The administrator must be able to keep detailed records and be good with people. 

 

For a detailed job description, please contact the church office. If interested in the position, contact Pastor Dan or 

John Gilliland.  

 

                                         ___________________________________________________________ 

 

One small group is looking for a babysitter/teacher every Sunday night from 5 or 6-8 pm.  Pay is $5 per family 

(usually $25).  We’d really like to have an adult (or couple) to teach our children (curriculum is provided) part of 

the time, play inside or outside rest of time.  Will take a student with own transportation.  Approx. 13 children ages 

3-10, parents on site! Please contact Pete or Megan Sorensen for more information if you are interested.  

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    01  
 

9-12  F.I.S.H. Home School  

                Coop 

02  03 

04 
9 am  --  6-12 Gr. Sm. Group 

9  am  - Traditional Service 

10:30  - Contemporary  

05 

 

 
5:30  GriefShare 

06 
6 am - Men’s Bible Study 

 

11-8:30  Community Kitchen 

reserved.  Serving:  4-6:30 

 

7pm  --  Boy Scout  Meeting 

07 

 
 

 

6:00 Sr. High Meal  

6:30 - BYF Spark  

08 08 10 

11 
9 am  --  6-12 Gr. Sm. Group 

9  am  - Traditional Service 

10:05  -- Business Meeting 

10:30  - Contemporary 

3:00  -- Fellowship Picnic  

12 

 

 
5:30  GriefShare 

13 
6 am - Men’s Bible Study  

 

11-8:30  Community Kitchen 

reserved.  Serving:  4-6:30 

14 

 

 

 

6:00 Sr. High Meal  

6:30 - BYF Spark  

15  Pastor Dan’s Birthday 

 

9-12  F.I.S.H. Home School  

                Coop 

 

2:00  ABW Ladies Group 

16 17 

18 
9 am  --  6-12 Gr. Sm. Group 

9  am  - Traditional Service 

10:30  - Contemporary  

 

 

19 

 
5:30  GriefShare 

7:15  Diaconate 

20 
6 am - Men’s Bible Study  

 

11-8:30  Community Kitchen 

reserved.  Serving:  4-6:30 

21 

 
6:00 Sr. High Meal  

6:30 - BYF Spark  

22 23 24 

25 
9 am  --  6-12 Gr. Sm. Group 

9  am  - Traditional Service 

10:30  - Contemporary  

26 

 

 
5:30  GriefShare 

27 
6 am - Men’s Bible Study  

 

11-8:30  Community Kitchen 

reserved.  Serving:  4-6:30 

28 

 
6:00 Sr. High Meal  

6:30 - BYF Spark  

29 30 31 

Service Schedule Note 

Thank You to those who serve on our various committees.  If you can’t make the time  you are scheduled to serve please… 

1) Try to find your own replacement 

2) Contact the coordinator for help 

3) Let the church office know of the change by Friday at Noon 

THANKS AGAIN, 
June Schleimer, Office Manager and the following Coordinators... 

 Guest Services:  Renee Hansen Nursery:  Erin Andersen Traditional Greeters:  Amy Walker           Ushers:  Bryan Greve    

Contemporary Greeters:  Mary Freml Traditional Sound/Video:  Ruthanne Grimsley   Contemporary Sound/Video:  Matt Schmitz 

The Purpose of the First 

Baptist Church is to bring 

people to Christ and develop 

them to Christ-like maturity. 

Page 7 

THANK 

YOU! 
 

 

Thank you for all you did in 

remembering & honoring 

Charles ~ He loved his First 

Baptist Church Family!  

Your friendship and 

thoughtfulness are truly  

appreciated.  ♥   

 The flowers (red rose 

vase) were beautiful! 

 Kitchen Ladies ~   

Awesome job!  Cooks & 

bars were yummy!  

There is a saying…”People 

will forget what you 

did...They may forget what 

you said...But they will  

never forget how you made 

them feel.” 

Thank you for caring. 

The Charles “Doc” Early 

Family ♥  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

10-1  Keith Fiscus 

10-3  June Schleimer 

10-3  Nancy Smith 

10-4     Tammy Kolbe 

10-4  Mary Riley 

10-5  Marjorie Plagman 

10-5  Payden Wilson 

10-7  Gwen Block 

10-7  Anna Nelson 

10-7  Reagan Hansen 

10-10  Addie Berndt 

10-11  Jessica DuVal 

10-11  Stanley Martens 

10-11  Sam Arentson 

10-11  Kyla Hansen 

10-13  Deb Martin 

10-14  Jim Swensen 

10-14  Austin Knudson 

10-15  Dan Hawn 

10-15  Chandler Schumacher 

10-17  Jeff Hundt 

10-20  Brad Sorensen 

10-20  Ayva Cole  

10-21  Joe Arentson 

10-22  Rob Larson 

10-23  Chris Swensen 

10-23  Landon Cochran 

10-24  Brennon Munch 

10-26  Jon Hansen 

10-26  Lavonne Force 

10-26  Lillian Martin 

10-27  Lucille Paulsen 

10-28  Marcia Walker 

10-29  Jackie Weisenborn 

10-31  Phil Perkins 

10-31  Evan Smith 

  

 OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

10-2      Dave Outhouse & Marna Weisenborn 

10-4  David & Mary Riley 

10-17  Jeff & Shelli Larson 

10-17  Larry & Sue Trickel 

10-21  Mike & Deb Martin  

10-22  Gene & Darlene Arentson 

NAME DATE GIFT OF SERVICE 

Andersen, Kirk & Erin 10/25/2015 10:30 Toddler Nursery 

Arentson, Gene October 9:00 Usher 

Arentson, Terry & Connie 10/4/2015 9:00 Greeter 

Arentson, Verl October 9:00 Usher 

Berndt, Joel & Karla 10/18/2015 10:30 Toddler Nursery 

Burton, Bob & Bonnie 10/18/2015 9:00 Greeter 

Burton, Rowly & Deb 10/25/2015 9:00  Nursery 

Chipman, Adam & Anne 10/11/2015 10:30 Infant Nursery 

Cole, Andrew & Peggy (Family) 10/25/2015 10:30 Greeter 

DuVal, Katie & Jessica 10/4/2015 9:00  Nursery 

Edrington, Harold 10/25/2015 9:00 Greeter 

Freml, Rich & Mary 10/11/2015 10:30 Greeter 

Freml, Rich & Mary 10/11/2015 10:30 Toddler Nursery 

Freml, Rich & Mary 10/4/2015 10:30 Infant Nursery 

Greve, Janice October 9:00 Video 

Lansman, Sandy 10/4/2015 10:30 Toddler Nursery 

Nelson, Fred & Susan 10/11/2015 9:00 Greeter 

Outhouse, Dave October 9:00 Usher 

Pash, Randy & Pat 10/11/2015 9:00  Nursery 

Perkins, Phil October 9:00 Sound 

Poggensee, Cayley October 10:30 Video 

Poggensee, Mike October 10:30 Sound 

Riley, Dave & Mary 10/25/2015 10:30 Infant Nursery 

Schumacher, Brent & Morgan 10/18/2015 10:30 Infant Nursery 

Schumacher, Brent & Morgan 10/4/2015 10:30 Greeter 

Sorensen, Arlin & Nancy 10/18/2015 10:30 Greeter 

Walker, Tom & Sandy 10/18/2015 9:00  Nursery 

Zea, Jim October 9:00 Usher 

Please be in prayer this month for our 

Wednesday evening youth program. 



WORSHIP NOTES: 
 

We are looking for any “thankful” quotes, thoughts, testimonies, or pictures…

if you have something to share with our church family please get it to 

Ruthanne Grimsley by Nov 10.   

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Eve Service:  I'm looking for any extended family members that might 
be in town and would be interested in providing special music for our Christmas 
Eve Service.  Please contact Edie with names at  712-579-0418 or 
@ edieshetler@fmctc.com 

 

 

CARPETS CLEANED!!   

 

The carpets throughout the 

church, including both       

nurseries, offices, stairs,      

Sanctuary, classrooms, etc.  

were all cleaned over the last 

few weeks.  Thank you for your 

patience.   

 

 

 

 

KITCHEN CLEANED!! 

 

 

Also, a BIG THANK YOU to 

everyone who came out on  

August 31 and helped get the 

kitchens back into tip-top shape!  

We appreciate you!   

 

SR. HIGH MEALS 
 

Monetary Donations are being 

taken to help pay for senior high 

meals that are provided on 

Wednesday evenings.   

Please place your desired giving 

in the offering plate but        

designate it for this purpose.   

 

Thank you 

Phil Perkins 

A Special invitation from… First 

 Congregational Church in Dunlap 

The next mobile food pantry is….. 

  
Tuesday, October 13th at the Vets Building. 
  
Volunteers are asked to arrive at 3pm to help unload the food truck. 
  
Distribution of food will be from 4:30-6:30pm. Thanks! 

 
Dena Matthews 

West Central Community Action 

Shelby County Outreach Office 

(712) 755-5602 

www.westcentralca.org  

EVERYBODY is  WELCOME! 
  

What:  All Church Picnic 

When:  Sunday, October 11th starting at 3:00 PM 

Where:  Dave and Nancy Boettger’s house 

What to bring:  Meat to Grill, a Side Dish, 

                                      & Lawn Chairs 

What is furnished:  Plates, Napkins, Silverware, 

                                                    Water, and Condiments 

Why?  Because we need some good ole’ fashioned fun & fellowship 

Hosted by:  Dave and Nancy Boettger 

                    Gary and Barb Wirtjes 

                       and Cherie Eckhoff 

In case of bad weather, we will move the picnic to the New Fellowship Hall. 

 Any questions, please email Cherie:  shlou@fmctc.com 

mailto:edieshetler@fmctc.com
tel:%28712%29%20755-5602
http://www.westcentralca.org/
mailto:shlou@fmctc.com


 

ABW MISSION HELP 
 

 

Please check the White Cross poster on the bulletin 

board by the Sanctuary.  ABW would like your help  to 

furnish some items for the Wichita Community Church 

in Anadarko, OK.   

 

Also, please bring your old used sheets to the church office for the ABW.  They use the sheets to make 

bandages.  All ladies of the church are welcome to attend the meetings which are held the 3rd Thursday 

of each month.   

Thank you,  

Marie Arentson 

A Reminder Note to Parents 

Following a number of inquiries, the Diaconate began to 
discuss the matter of solicitation and fundraising on church 
premises. Below is the policy that was unanimously  
adopted for the church. 
  
  

On-Premises Solicitation &  
Fundraising Policy 

  
As a faith community, we support the children of the 
church in all their endeavors – academic, athletic, musical 

and otherwise. Also, we appreciate the fact they are sometimes required to engage in fundraising activities as a condition of 
their participation. We therefore encourage church members, as they are able, to support the children in their fund-raising 
efforts. 
  
However, in order to maintain an environment conducive to worship, we do not permit non church-related fundraising/
solicitation on church premises on Sunday mornings (before, during or after worship). This does not preclude the delivery of 
items solicited and sold away from the church premises. We sincerely thank everyone for their cooperation in this matter. 
  
FBC Diaconate 
December, 2012 

 Inclement Weather Policy 
Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the church’s Inclement Weather Policy. 

 

Sunday Morning 

Members & Attendees, including those with specific Sunday morning responsibilities, should      

presume that services (and Sunday school) will NOT be cancelled due to poor weather conditions 

and make their own decision about whether to venture out. 

 

In the event of SEVERE weather conditions (e.g., travel impossible), a decision to cancel worship & 

Sunday school will be made jointly by the pastor and moderator, and they will notify the appropriate 

radio & television stations, as well as make use of available electronic messaging. 

 

BYF 

If the Harlan schools are closed or students are sent home early, then BYF will be cancelled.  If NOT closed or sent 

home early, the BYF director will use his/her best judgment and make a decision as early as possible. 

 

It will be the director’s responsibility to notify the radio & television station(s) in the event of a cancellation.  If the  

decision is made AFTER 3:00, the director will attempt to notify BYF staff via phone.  

Collection of Hy-Vee Bar Code Labels 

ABW (American Baptist Women) has a mission everyone can help with… 

 
Cut the UPC/bar codes (price bars which the machine reads) labels off each Hy-Vee product. Hy-Vee labels 
need to start with the following digits 75450.  We can not use or redeem any other barcode.   Now through 
November 2, please put them in envelopes of 50 with your name on it.  You may turn these in to Jane Jensen in 
the church library from 10-10:30 each Sunday. You may also turn these in to the church office.   
 
The ABW receives 2 cents for each one we turn back to Hy-Vee and then 
spends the sum for postage to send bandages overseas or the quilt blocks 
which we send off to places designated in the US, such as the Indian Childrens' 
Orphanage in Anadarko, Oklahoma. 
 
We thank you for taking the time to remove these labels from the packaging for 
our church to use in this Mission!   

Submitted by Jane Jensen 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
BYF SPARK 

Preschool - 5th grade 
 
This year at BYF we are using curriculum from Lifeway. We are trying to wow the kids with something that lasts: the God of 
the Bible. Bible Studies for Life Kids teaches kids to seek the truth through scripture and challenges them each week to apply 
those truths to their lives. The first 6 weeks we are studying about David and learning spiritual truths like “God keeps his 
promises”, and “God hears us when we pray”. Next we will be learning about Daniel. We are using a large group teaching and 
small group discussion format to encourage kids to take what they learn from the Bible story and then discuss how it applies 
to their lives in a small group environment. Check out the curriculum online at www.lifeway.com/n/Product-Family/bible-
studies-for-life/kids or better yet, come join us on Wednesday nights! 
 
Be sure to visit our facebook page for information and fun photos. Also there is a free app for phones and tablets for those 
tech savvy families. This app has resources for kids to share with families, music, videos, games, and activities, that go with 
the story each week. Download the free app, choose Fall 2015 and explore the great resources there. 
 
Submitted by Laurel Klitgaard 

Please pray for… 
 
 

 Sean Vanden Berg (health) 
 Lucille Paulsen (health) 
 Luke Chipman (health)  
 Alexis Martin (health)  
 Bernadine Gaer (health)  
 Dolores Mickelson (surgery) 
 Pat Pash (health) 
 Janet Early (hip) 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
SR. HIGH BYF 

 

We have been having between 25-30 high school students attend 

high school BYF.  We started the year with a pool party in the 

beautiful back yard of Randy & Pat Pash. Phil Perkins provides the 

high school youth and workers with a delicious meal 

each Wednesday night, and  we are studying how to think like a 

Christian and have a biblical worldview.  Howard & Tara Lansman, 

David & Mary Riley, and Jon & Luann Hansen are working with the 

high school youth again this year.  

 

Submitted by Tara Lansman 

http://www.lifeway.com/n/Product-Family/bible-studies-for-life/kids
http://www.lifeway.com/n/Product-Family/bible-studies-for-life/kids


 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
BYF SPARK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Right:  Chaplain Ron Smith explains 

how God helped little David (Salvador) 

in his battle with the giant Goliath 

(Jack).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Left:  Small group time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Right:  Our robot tries to follow the 

group's directions to build a peanut 

butter sandwich. We learned God 

doesn't want us to be a robot but to 

have a relationship with Him.  

Dear Church,  

 

We will be blessed to have Abraham Somba come to our church October 11.  Abraham is a preacher,    

evangelist, church planter, father, husband, and corn farmer from Malawi, Africa.   

 

My connection with Abraham is through the organization Gospelink, which links national preachers (who’s 

limiting factor is often financial) to donors.  On my first trip to Africa in 2007, I had the opportunity to work 

with Gospelink on the construction of a bible college in Zambia. I worked with many national preachers as 

well as the founder of Gospelink, and caught the vision of sponsoring national preachers.   

 

A few of my teammates from the trip and I decided to sponsor a preacher together.  We have been blessed to 

read the quarterly reports from Abraham’s ministry in Malawi. It’s amazing to read the stories of new areas 

evangelized, churches planted, and many people coming to know Christ as their Savior.  

 

I hope you share in my excitement to meet Abraham and hear about what God is doing in Africa!  

 

Submitted by James Nelson 

Special 

Business 

Meeting 

 

 

Sunday, Oc-

tober 11 

10:05 AM 

Sanctuary 

 

FBC’s Custodian Mike Poggensee  and crew work hard to 

clean the Sanctuary before the carpets were cleaned last 

month.  Mike borrowed this tool from REC.   

WHAT IF CHURCH 
WEREN’T JUST A PLACE 
TO GO, BUT... 
SOMETHING WE DO?  


