
   Classroom Expectations and Procedures 

Reading/Writing Workshop             Mrs.   Kasparian 
Room 1060 

 
Welcome to reading/writing workshop!   Here is your guide to expectations for the course 
including curriculum, procedures and grading policy.  Please share this guide with your 
parents or guardians so that they understand what is expected of you and how this course 
will help enhance your English/Language Arts skills.  
  
This course is a two credit course that meets for one semester.  The course’s goal is to work 
on preparation for the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) test in 
March.  This state mandated test determines graduation eligibility and it assesses reading 
comprehension, analytical writing and critical thinking skills.  This course does not take the 
place of an English course but is added so that you may work on those skills needed for 
successful MCAS results. 
 
Since it is a workshop class, there are no outside assignments.  All assignments are 
completed in class or over consecutive class meetings.  This course emphasizes open 
response questions (ORQ’s), long compositions (essays), and critical reading because the 
test consists of writing a five paragraph essay, reading passages with multiple choice 
questions and writing a one paragraph response to that passage. 
 
Goals and Supplies 
 
The supplies for this course are provided and remain in the classroom.  In your writing 
folders you will find your composition book, two manila folders and a pocket folder that 
keeps all your belongings together.  These supplies are all that you need for the class. 
 
The composition book is for taking notes at the end of class or for comments or questions 
at the beginning of class.  They will function as the main communication between you and 
me throughout this course.  Any time a concept is difficult or you find an assignment too 
easy this is your vehicle to communicate your thoughts to me.  They are an integral 
component of your learning and important to your overall success in this class. 
 
The manila folders are for essays, quizzes and ORQs written in class.  All first quarter and 
second quarter work will be in these hanging folders.  These will be available to take home 
at the end of the semester so that you may review the material for the test in late March. 
  
 



 
Curriculum 
 
The literature of this course consists of short story pieces, articles, essays, poetry and 
sections of novels and plays, as well as work book exercises based on MCAS questions and 
prompts.  We will also read The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins entirely in class. 
 
 

 
 

Classroom Expectations and Rules 
 
You are expected to come to class daily and be prepared to work and learn.  If you miss 
class due to a dismissal or absence please see me about what will be needed to make up 
your work.  It is your responsibility to make up any quiz, or impromptu piece of writing 
that you missed during your absence.  Eventually, you will be given individual time to read 
write and work on material that you need to master.  On those days, it is important to be 
focused and task oriented.  This is a pass/fail course and it does not involve any outside 
assignments so being in class is essential.  
 
I much prefer calling home to inform your parents of the great job you did today in class or 
how well you are doing during the quarter.  However, if needed, I will call home to discuss 
strategies to improve your behavior.  Disruption of the class will not only result in a poor 
class work average but also disciplinary action.  Since class work is so important poor 
behavior (including not attempting to do the work) will mean a failing grade for that day.  
  
There will be six pieces of writing per term.     Each quarter will have its own criteria and 
will be placed in the front of the manila folder.  All writing will require a graphic organizer 
and a rubric.   First quarter will be dedicated to Open Response Questions while second 
quarter will be dedicated to Long Compositions.  Revisions will be encouraged and will take 
the place of a previously written piece.  Long Compositions can be revised after a 
conference with me during class. 
 
 
Individual Success Plans 
 
Through your comments in the composition book and class work it will become apparent 
what skills you need to further develop.  At midpoint of second quarter, we will meet to 
discuss your Individual Success Plan.  In it we will both outline what you need to work on 
and how you need to achieve success in the skills that we identify.  Your plan will take the 
place of your class work grade and will be 30% of your second quarter grade.  
This course is an interactive and dynamic class that you may discover will help you 
significantly not only on the MCAS but also in your sophomore English class.  



 
Grading Policy 
 
Performance                  50%                     Achievement                       50% 
 
     Class Work                             30%     ORQ’s        30%  
                            
     Composition Notebook  20%    Quizzes       20%  
                               
 
My after school hours will be on Wednesdays from 2:10 – 3:30.  If you have any questions 
or concerns I can be reached by phone or email.  Please make certain you leave a message 
with the school operator if you leave a voicemail since I do not check my voicemails more 
than once a week.   
 
My email address is: dkasparian@falmouth.k12.ma.us  
My telephone number is: (508) 540-2200 x5198 
 
 
 
 
Please cut along the dotted line and submit by September 9th.  Thank you. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

I have read, received and understand the expectations for this course. 
 
___________________________________________Student’s Name (Please print) 
 
___________________________________________Student’s signature 
 
____________________________________________Parent’s or Guardian’s  signature 
 
____________________________________________ Parents’ or Guardians’ email address (optional) 
 
 

mailto:dkasparian@falmouth.k12.ma.us

