
   Classroom Expectations and Procedures 

English 2 CP 1&2   Mrs.   Kasparian 
Room 1060 

 
When Romeo sees Juliet for the first time, he says the famous line: “Oh, she doth teach the 
torches to burn bright!”  We know from the onset that this introduction will change the 
direction of the plot.  So, too, is your introduction to Sophomore English! In this year you 
will raise your skills to a higher level.  While refining the skills you learned as a freshman 
you will also learn new skills that will prepare you for the MCAS test and eventually for 
college and beyond.   It is a crucial year and I welcome you and your parents to it. 
 
1.  Three Ring Binders 
 
I distribute a copious amount of handouts during the course of the year so it is important 
that you keep a three ring binder (1 inch or greater) solely for this class.  The binder needs 
to be divided into the following categories:  Grammar, Writing, Literature and 
Vocabulary.  These binders along with what we are reading (book, essay, short story or 
play) need to accompany you to class on a daily basis.  Failure to do so will adversely affect 
your class work grade.  There will be periodic binder checks throughout the first semester. 
 
The goals for this course are to prepare you for the years ahead.  As students in this course 
you will be able to research effectively, read critically, present information coherently and 
write analytically.    All of these skills will be enhanced by independent and collaborative 
study within and outside of the classroom.   
 
2.  Curriculum 
 
Literature 
 
The Color of Water by James McBride  - memoir 
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger  - realistic fiction 
Ordinary People by Judith Guest – realistic fiction 
 
Drama 
 
Antigone by Sophocles - tragedy 
MacBeth  by Shakespeare –tragedy 
 
 



Short Story Pieces –  
“The Lottery” – Shirley Jackson 
“A&P” – John Updike,  
“Lies” –Ethan Canin  
“The Kiss” – Kate Chopin  
“Hearts and Hands” – O Henry 
“The Bridge” – Pamela Painter 
 
Poetry – Handouts on contemporary poems and classic pieces. 
 
Nonfiction – Selections from previous MCAS exams, background articles and informational 
              texts. 
Writing 
 
There will be three essays per term.   These will be placed in your writing folder that will 
involve the quarter’s criteria and rubric.   Revisions will be encouraged during first and 
second quarters with the higher of the grades prevailing.  Revision may only occur after 
meeting with me during an academic support or after school appointment.  In that way I 
can effectively explain my feedback and how the essay may be improved.  Essays may be 
revised during third quarter but an average of the two grades will determine the essay’s 
final grade.  Essays written during fourth quarter may not be revised.  
 
All essays are assigned at least five days before they are due.  Essays by email are not 
accepted so please plan and organize your time effectively.   If you do not have a printer or 
access to one, you may use mine during first period ONLY.  You may also use any of the 
printers available in the computer labs or library.  Papers not printed in time for class will 
be late. Late essays, projects and presentations will be penalized ten points from the overall 
grade each day they are late.  Please be aware of your deadlines while working on these 
types of assignments. 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Enhancing one’s vocabulary is an important element to this course.  All lessons will be 
compiled and maintained in a marble composition that you will be given at the start of the 
year.  Vocabulary terms will have a dedicated day of the cycle (usually “B” day) when we 
will actively learn the words in addition to our daily word of the day that will highlight one 
term from that week’s lesson. 
 
 Daily word of the week will be part of class activity.  Using the term correctly in a 
sentence will add a point to your quiz grade on that lesson.  You may use the word once in 
class but since there are ten vocabulary terms per lesson, you may possibly add ten points 
to your quiz grade. 
 
 
 
 



3.  Essential Questions 
 
The course will discuss TWO essential questions throughout the year.  By encompassing 
these questions, you will be able to make connections between each work and the work 
and its overall significance.   These questions are: 
 

 
 

 Is our destiny determined by Fate or free will?  
 Is our identity defined by our actions or by how others perceive us? 

 
 

4.  Classroom Expectations and Rules 
 
Absences 
 
As a member of the class, it is expected that you will participate in discussions, become 
involved in dramatizations, and be an active learner in the class. If you miss class due to a 
dismissal or absence please see me about what will be needed to make up your work.   I 
have a website available for you to access whenever you are absent.  It will provide you 
with information about the class events and even lesson plans.   It is your responsibility to 
make up any quiz, test, or impromptu piece of writing that you missed during your absence.  
Any previously announced assignment whether it is a quiz, test, essay, project or 
presentation is due as soon as you return.    
 
Any assignment or quiz that is not announced needs to be made up within three days of 
your return. Make up can occur during an academic support, after school or before school.   
You cannot make up a quiz, test or any other assignment in class.  If you are absent for 
more than three days then please contact your house administrator or guidance counselor 
so that you may receive your work while at home.  Long term absences (more than seven 
days) will require a negotiated deadline plan created with me.  Failure to submit the 
assignments by the deadlines on the plan will adversely affect your grade.   
 
Performance                  50%               Achievement                       50% 
 
     Class Work   15%        Essays/Projects/Presentations      35% 
     (skits, role plays, group work) 
 
     Homework   20%                                  Tests/Quizzes                    15% 
  
     Socratic Seminars  10% 
      
     Open Response Questions  5% 



Homework assignments are to be submitted typed or written neatly in ink. No fringe 
edges or torn pages are accepted.  Homework is not accepted late unless you are absent or 
dismissed and then it is due when you return.  Essays should be double spaced and typed 
with at least 1 inch margins on all sides.  Handwritten essays are acceptable as long as they 
are written in ink and there are skipped lines.  Essays must be accompanied by a rough 
draft, graphic organizer, and rubric provided.  It may sometimes include a peer editing 
worksheet as well.  All assignments need to have the following information on the top right 
hand corner: 
 
Name        Claudine Mills 
Course Name      English 2 CP 1 
Period        Period 1 
Date Due       September 18, 2011 
 
My after school hours will be on Wednesdays from 2:10 – 3:30.  However, I do check my 
email every evening around eight o’clock so that if you have any questions about an 
assignment I can email you the answer or clear up any confusion then.  
 
Please sign below to confirm you have read and understand this guide.  Please keep the 
guide in your binders in case you need to refer to it at any time. 
 
I look forward to a successful and fulfilling year for all of us. 
 
My contact information: 
 
Mrs. Daria Kasparian 
 
508-540-2200 x5198  

dkasparian@falmouth.k12.ma.us 

Website: http://sites.google.com/a/falmouth.k12.ma.us/mrs-kasparian-s-english 

Please tear off bottom portion to confirm that you have received, read and understand the above 
expectations.  Please submit by September 9th.  Thank you. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
___________________________________________Student’s Name 
 
 
___________________________________________Student’s signature 
 
 
____________________________________________Parent’s or Guardian’s signature 
 
 
____________________________________________Parents’ or Guardians’ email address or telephone  
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http://sites.google.com/a/falmouth.k12.ma.us/mrs-kasparian-s-english

