
Main/Subordinate Clause Worksheet              

 

These are the answers to the worksheet.  I cannot underline the main clause twice because the 

program will not allow it.  However, I have underlined the main clause once and highlighted and 

italicized the subordinate clause.  The answers to the structure types are below. 

 

1.  Scientists who want to catch the slightest signals from space use extremely sensitive receivers. 

2.  Even though they have had to fight for funding, these scientists have persisted in their research. 

3.  The research is called SETI, which stands for Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence. 

4.  The theory is that intelligent beings in space are trying to get in touch with us. (explanation below) 

5.  The challenge is to guess what frequency these beings would use to send signals. 

6.  Because technology has developed over the years, more scientists believe we are close to making      

     contact. 

 

7.  Since could be established in our lifetime, it is important to be open-minded. 

 

8.  Some scientists are devoted to this theory and devote their entire lives to it. (explanation below) 

 

9.  They cite Roswell as an example of extraterrestrial life trying to communicate with us. 

 

10.  Scientists who are more skeptical often scoff at the idea of Roswell. 

 

1.  CX       6.  CX 

 

2.  CX       7.  CX 

 

3.  CX       8.  Compound  

 

4.  CX       9.  Simple 

 

5.  CX       10. CX 

 
Answer to number 4:  Number 4 shares the same words (extraterrestrial beings) as a subject of the subordinate clause 

and as an object (subject complement) to the main clause.  These types of sentences the main and subordinate clauses 

cannot be separated.  They are conjoined by common words. 

 

Answer to number 8:  There are two main clauses connected by the conjunction and.  The subject of the second clause is 

implied as "scientists" from the first clause.  You could easily insert "they" are devoted  with "they" referring to the 

scientists. 


