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My Philosophy of Education  

 The complexity of modern society demands adults who can contribute productively to 

everyday life and the working world. Education plays a key role in this context. According to 

Martin Luther King (1947),"education has a two-fold function to perform in the life of man and 

in society: the one is utility and the other is culture." This assertion still holds true today, as 

education has led to more human efficiency, and increased opportunities towards the 

achievement of life's legitimate goals. President Barack Obama (2012) noted in his speech at the 

recent Democratic Convention that education was the gateway to his opportunity of becoming 

the American president. This infers that education has the potential to create a level playing field 

for every person, regardless of their background.  

 It is for this reason that I chose to become an educator. Having started from a background 

that could barely afford to educate me, I am thankful for the level of education I have acquired so 

far, and I look forward to a great future a career as a professional educator. I am passionate about 

educating young people and being a positive role model to them. I have had the opportunity of 

working as a nursery school teaching assistant in Nigeria. This experience greatly influenced my 

choice of teaching as a profession. Also, having twin cousins living with Autism inspired me to 

pursue my current Special Education program. My experience studying at Meredith College 

further deepened my desire to help increase the capacity of individuals and empowering them to 

see opportunities through the means of education. In this era of fast paced changes resulting from 

globalization, family and cultural values alone cannot sustain the child to function well in 

adulthood, the society expects teachers to teach students more than just the basic reading, 



writing, and arithmetic (Rose, 2010). Therefore, I want to be able to equip my students with 

relevant 21st century skills such as critical thinking, creative innovation, and collaboration. 

 Jean Piaget's (1972) constructivist philosophy suggests that every child is a unique 

individual who needs a secure, loving, and inspiring environment in which to develop and 

mature intellectually, physically, emotionally, and socially. I want to be the type of educator that 

will help students reach their potentials by providing this type of learning environment for them. 

I envision schools organized as diverse community of learners with unique abilities and learning 

styles. In this type of setting, my responsibility as a teacher will be to provide children the tools 

with which to grow in knowledge and character. My teaching will be tailored to the needs of 

each child so that all learners can feel competent and valued. My teaching approach would 

integrate individual/group work, projects and hands-on learning in order to ensure the full 

participation of all students. Thus, I aspire to be that teacher that acts as a guide to her students, 

and allows the child's natural curiosity to direct his/her learning experience (Cohen & Gelbrich, 

1999). I believe that through education, children can grow into respectable citizens of society 

who have respect for all things and all people. Consequently, I will focus my school curriculum 

around students' interests to encourage and inspire their passion to learn and to participate 

actively. 

    In addition, as an advocate of Piaget's (1972) learner-centered educational philosophy, I 

believe that input from the students should be valued as a  part of the curriculum of schools. This 

is based on my conviction that every child has a unique potential to present something special to 

the world. Therefore, I intend to help them develop this potential by considering them as capable 

individuals and believing in them. My goal as a teacher is to help shape and guide the minds of 



young pupils through the lifelong process of learning, and especially to help children with 

diverse learning needs to discover their full potentials through education.   

 Treslan  (2006) asserts that the most important relationship that could be formed between 

the teacher and student is the teacher leadership model. In this regard, I want to be the teacher 

leader in the classroom in order to facilitate my students' attainment of personal and group goals 

(Treslan, 2006). Furthermore, the leadership role that I aspire to model for my students would 

reflect a model citizen of society. In this regard, I will strive to assist them in understanding how 

to take responsibility for their actions and equip them with skills to resist peer pressure, develop 

healthy lifestyles and relationships, and to also "resolve conflicts and set goals" (Marzano, 2000). 

In the end, in my capacity as an educator, I would have played my part effectively by leading and 

empowering my students with skills that they would need to achieve their full potential, 

academically, and in their lifelong development and productivity. 
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