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METHODOLOGY

Strategies 360 conducted a live telephone survey of 301 residents in 

Elmhurst Community Unit School District 205. 

• Interviews were conducted October 16-25, 2017. A combination of landline 

and mobile phones were called to ensure greater coverage of the 

population sampled. 

• The margin of error for a survey of 301 interviews is ±5.7% at the 95% 

confidence level. The margin of error for other subsamples may be higher.

• Other sources of error not accounted for by the stated statistical margin of 

error include, but are not limited to, question wording, question order, 

coverage bias, and response bias.
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THE EDUCATION LANDSCAPE



Satisfaction with the quality of education in the district is high, with 

strong intensity. Half of residents report being very satisfied.

To start, thinking about public schools here in Elmhurst 

District 205, would you say you are generally satisfied or 

dissatisfied with the quality of education children receive in 

Elmhurst 205’s early childhood through 12th grade public 

schools?
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17% 
Very

85%

5%

Satisfied Dissatisfied

50%
Very

11%
Excellent

6%
Poor

Satisfied-

Dissatisfied

Men 87-6

Women 82-5

Age 18-49 89-5

Age 50+ 80-6

No Bachelors Degree 81-8

Bachelors Degree 87-4

All Parents 90-6

Non-Parents 82-5

HHI <$100K 84-6

HHI $100K+ 86-5

Addison 85-8

York 84-4



Learning environments and financial issues are top of residents’ 

minds. Almost a fifth note the district needs more funding.

What would you say are the biggest issues facing schools in the Elmhurst School District 205? 

17%

1%

2%

2%

3%

4%

8%

10%

27%

29%

Financial Issues
(i.e., underfunding, unequal funding)

Quality and Curriculum
(i.e., teaching to the test, cuts to programs)

Student Issues
(i.e., social problems, discipline)

Parent Issues
(i.e., family situation, engaging parents)

Community Issues
(i.e., Tax Increment Financing/TIF district)
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Governance Issues
(i.e., school board, leadership)

Other

Learning Environment
(i.e., class sizes, technology)

Teacher Issues
(i.e., teacher quality, pay)

Needs more 

funding/underfunded – 17%

Diversity Issues
(i.e., achievement gaps, language)
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The district receives high marks in a number of areas, but 

particularly excels at keeping students safe.

7%

10%

22%

24%

25%

29%

31%

41%

Excellent Job Good Job

Keeping students safe

Preparing children for the future

Communicating with people and keeping them informed

Providing new and innovative academic opportunities

Preparing for the district’s long-term facility needs

86%

77%

66%

65%

64%

47%

Maintaining school buildings and facilities

Attracting and retaining high-quality teachers

Managing and spending taxpayer dollars wisely 43%

75%

Elmhurst School District 205 Job Performance
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While the district receives a solid rating for facilities maintenance, 

many residents are unable to rate the district’s job performance at 

preparing for long-term needs.
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Don’t know: 

21%



Residents are split over the district’s need for additional funding. 

Parents and younger residents are the most likely to believe the 

district definitely needs more funding.

Based on what you may have heard or read, which of the 

following do you think best describes Elmhurst School 

District 205’s budget situation?

48%
44%

Need Funding Have Enough
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12% 
Definitely

Most Likely to Say DEFINITELY

Need Funding:

• All Parents – 20%

• Age <50 – 17%

Most Likely to Say Need Funding:

• Age <50 – 57%

• Addison – 56%

• All Parents – 54%

• HHI $100K+ – 53%
15% 

Definitely



More than half of residents believe property taxes are too high, 

including four-in-ten much too high. This indicates real tax 

sensitivity among residents.

Would you say that property taxes in your area are too high, too low, or about right?

57%

38%

0%

Too High About Right Too Low
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41% 
Much



Excellent/Good–

Fair/Poor

Men 83-15

Women 76-13

Age 18-49 74-20

Age 50+ 85-8

No Bachelors Degree 83-11

Bachelors Degree 77-16

All Parents 73-25

Non-Parents 83-8

HHI <$100K 89-6

HHI $100K+ 72-22

Addison 77-14

York 81-14

Generally speaking, residents believe the district’s facilities are in 

good shape. There are notable differences across demographics.

Overall, how would you rate the condition of Elmhurst 

District 205’s educational facilities like classrooms and 

school buildings? For the purpose of this question, 

condition means the structural maintenance and overall 

state of the facilities. Would you say they are generally in…
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17% 
Very

80%

14%

Excellent/Good Fair/Poor

25%
Very
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Creating more opportunities for STEM tops residents’ list of 

priorities. Specific projects lack momentum, highlighting a need for 

more education.

Please tell me how big a priority you think each of the following projects is – an absolute top priority, a high but not top priority, 

a medium priority, a low priority, or not a priority at all? Please remember that not everything can be the absolute top priority.

5%

8%

9%

13%

14%

16%

18%

20%

20%

22%

34%

Top Priority

High Priority

Creating more opportunities for students related to science, 

technology, engineering, and math, also known as STEM

Outfitting more middle school classrooms so they are future 

and technology ready

Implementing optional all-day kindergarten within the district

Safety upgrades at middle schools

Preparing for long-term facilities needs through the 

development of a Master Facilities Plan

Adding or updating air conditioning and other HVAC 

systems within all schools

77%

52%

61%

48%

31%

49%

48%

Rebuilding Lincoln Elementary School

41%

29%

Renovating Field Elementary School

Renovating the auditorium at York Community High School

Managing school enrollment to balance class sizes across 

the district

Making middle school facility improvements

29%

14%
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Talking about middle schools’ needs as specific projects is much 

more compelling than generic language.

Please tell me how big a priority you think each of the following projects is – an absolute top priority, a high but not top priority, 

a medium priority, a low priority, or not a priority at all? Please remember that not everything can be the absolute top priority.
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Almost a quarter of residents cannot rate how much of a priority 

each of the specific school projects should be, especially projects at 

the elementary schools.

Please tell me how big a priority you think each of the following projects is – an absolute top priority, a high but not top priority, 

a medium priority, a low priority, or not a priority at all? Please remember that not everything can be the absolute top priority.
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41%

29%

Renovating Field Elementary School

Renovating the auditorium at York Community High School
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29%

14% Don’t know: 11%

Don’t know: 22%

Don’t know: 24%



ALL DAY KINDERGARTEN



Support-Oppose

Men 77-20

Women 84-12

Age 18-49 85-12

Age 50+ 76-19

No Bachelors Degree 85-10

Bachelors Degree 79-19

All Parents 84-14

Non-Parents 80-17

HHI <$100K 83-14

HHI $100K+ 84-15

Addison 73-19

York 84-14

Introducing access to all day kindergarten is overwhelmingly 

popular. Support varies across demographic groups.

Switching gears, there has been a proposal to introduce access to 

all day kindergarten for all children in Elmhurst School District 

205. Access to all day kindergarten would be optional and half 

day kindergarten would remain as an option available to parents 

and children.

Would you support or oppose the district offering access to 

all day kindergarten to all incoming students?

15

17% 
Very

81%

16%

Support Oppose

51%
Strongly



22%

49%

24%

School
District

District and Parents
Share the Cost

Parents Who
Use ADK

Half of residents want to see costs shared by the district and parents 

who use ADK, while the other half are divided about who should pay.

Currently, Elmhurst 205 offers a half-day kindergarten program to students. If the district were to expand to full day, 

there would be additional costs in providing classroom space, teachers, and supplies. Who do you think should pay for 

these additional costs? Would you say the school district, parents whose children attend all day kindergarten, or that 

the school district and these parents should share the cost?
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By a 3:1 margin, residents favor introducing access to all day 

kindergarten at neighborhood schools. Over half of residents 

strongly prefer this option.
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69%

21%

Neighborhood Central

53% Strongly

Some people have said that if Elmhurst District 205 introduces access to all day kindergarten, then children 

should attend at their local neighborhood schools, which would be built out to accommodate additional classroom 

space, while others say that all children should attend one designated kindergarten center, which would be built 

in a central location. Would you prefer to see all day kindergarten housed at local neighborhood schools or a 

central location for all students?

13% Strongly



Boundary Impact Question Language

Thinking again about this proposal, if the district introduces access to all day 

kindergarten at neighborhood schools, this may require the district to adjust 

boundaries for some schools to accommodate the change. These boundary 

changes would NOT impact any current students and changes would be phased in 

to impact only incoming students.

Let me ask you again, if housing all day kindergarten at neighborhood schools 

required some minor boundary changes, would you prefer to see all day 

kindergarten housed at <local neighborhood schools> or <a central location for all 

students>? (PROBE) Do you feel that way strongly or only somewhat?
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After hearing about potential boundary changes, residents 

maintain a strong preference for offering all day kindergarten at 

neighborhood schools.

Initial Ask

66%

22%

Support Oppose
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17% 
Very

69%

21%

Support Oppose

13%
Strongly

53%
Strongly

48%
Strongly

13%
Strongly

With Boundary Changes
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All of the messages work well, but Development is particularly 

strong. Six-in-ten residents believe this is a very good reason to 

support introducing access to ADK.

Messaging to Support Introducing Access to All Day Kindergarten

44%

44%

47%

50%

58%

Very Good Somewhat Good

86%

78%

79%

[DEVELOPMENT] Ninety percent of a child’s brain develops by age five. Expanding early 

learning opportunities invests in our students at the most critical time of their lives for 

developing skills like language, math, focus, self-discipline and motivation.

[EQUITY] All day kindergarten can decrease the need for remedial and intervention 

services later in elementary school. And offering a level playing field can help narrow 

the achievement gap, ensuring that all students reach learning benchmarks, such as 

reading at grade level by third grade.

[WHOLE CHILD] Students gain language and literacy skills faster than students in 

half-day kindergarten programs, while at the same time, students have more 

opportunities for free play and exploration when essential academics are not 

compressed into a few short hours.

78%

76%

[COMPETITIVE] Investing in early childhood education not only helps our kids, it improves 

the entire community. Our neighboring cities offer all day kindergarten; introducing it here in 

Elmhurst 205 will help us remain competitive. All day kindergarten is a hallmark of high 

performing districts and we don’t want to be left behind.

[EVERYONE WINS] Having access to all day kindergarten will have a positive effect on 

our neighborhoods. Better and more opportunities for children will help us attract young 

families to our community, which helps boost our economy and everyone’s house prices.



Lincoln/Edison Elementary School Plans Language

Elmhurst 205 is developing a Master Facilities Plan that will outline our district’s 

future facility needs, including planning for programmatic needs and maintenance of 

our aging school buildings.

As part of this plan, the district is considering rebuilding Lincoln Elementary School, 

which is too costly to renovate. However, in order to prepare for this work, the 

district needs to determine how to educate students at Lincoln. One solution is to 

build out and expand Edison Elementary School so Lincoln students can attend 

Edison during the construction of the new Lincoln Elementary School. Once 

construction at Lincoln is complete, students would return to Lincoln and the 

additional space at Edison would be part of the solution to the need for additional 

space to support all-day kindergarten in District 205.
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Good-Bad

Men 55-31

Women 58-26

Age 18-49 57-27

Age 50+ 57-30

No Bachelors Degree 61-25

Bachelors Degree 56-31

All Parents 54-30

Non-Parents 60-27

HHI <$100K 61-28

HHI $100K+ 60-29

Addison 56-20

York 57-32

By a 2:1 margin, residents approve of the plan to build up Edison. 

Many remain undecided, highlighting the need to communicate 

around long-term plans.

Now let me ask you, do you think this plan to expand Edison for 

Lincoln students to attend temporarily is a good idea or a bad 

idea? Would you say a very <good/bad> idea or would you not 

say that?
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17% 
Very

57%

28%

Good Bad

16%
Strongly



NEWS AND INFORMATION
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Elmhurst Titan

Recorded messages from schools

My Suburban Life

Daily Herald

Talk205 messages

ESD 205's Facebook/Twitter

Chicago Tribune

Elmhurst Patch

Teacher/principal emails

District/school website

Your child's school newsletter/annual report

Mailed community newsletter/annual report

Local news and radio

Elmhurst Independent

A friend/neighbor

How do you typically receive news and information about schools in Elmhurst District 205? 

25%

12%

12%

8%

8%

8%

6%

3%

22%

24%

21%

17%

17%

13%

Friends and neighbors are the top source for information about 

schools. The Elmhurst Independent and other local news and radio 

are also quite popular.

31%
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Elmhurst Titan
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Talk205 messages
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How do you typically receive news and information about schools in Elmhurst School District 205? 

25%

12%

12%

8%

8%

8%

6%

3%

22%

24%

21%

17%

17%

13%

Parents and non-parents differ notably in their top sources for news 

and information about schools.

31%

Top Sources Among CUSD205

Parents:

• Your child’s school 

newsletter/annual report – 46%

• Teachers/principals – 42%

• District/school website – 28%

• Talk205 messages – 22%

Top Sources Among Non-Parents:

• Friend/neighbor – 40%

• Local news/radio – 32%

• Elmhurst Independent – 28%

• Mailed community 

newsletter/annual report – 23%
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