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Objective:  Allow bilingual education funding to follow the bilingual student population. 

 
Background:  In 1996, PA 89-15 was passed creating an educational services block grant to allow 
flexibility and efficiency in the distribution and use of certain grants to the Chicago Public Schools, 
including for bilingual funds.  
 
 At the time PA 89-15 was passed, the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) served approximately 58% of all 
English Language Learner (ELL) students receiving services in Illinois with corresponding funding at 
approximately 58% of the total State bilingual funding.  While CPS bilingual funding only dropped slightly 
over the past 10 years, the total number of CPS ELL students receiving services has dropped more 
significantly.  
 
In school year 2000-2001 the ELL population was a 50% CPS / 50% all other districts.  By school year 
2009-2010, approximately 77% of the total number of ELL students who received services were 
students registered in districts outside of Chicago.  This gap between the number of ELL students 
served by CPS and school districts outside of Chicago continues to expand; resulting in disproportionate 
funding.  CPS receives 55% of the total funding and yet only serves 33% of the total students, compared 
to all other districts outside of Chicago receiving 45% of the total funding with 77% of the total students. 
 

How the Block Grant is Calculated:  The bilingual education block grant is computed by multiplying the 

state fiscal-year appropriation for the programs included in the grant by the Board’s percentage share of 

those programs in FY95. 

 

Current Practice/Legislative Change:  In FY10, CPS District 299 claimed reimbursement for bilingual 

education just like the rest of the state because the appropriation was provided in a lump sum, and no 

separate appropriation was designated for CPS District 299 Bilingual Education. With this action, the 

State Board of Education also initiated a phase out of this portion of the Chicago Block Grant  by 

distributing funds on a per pupil [pro-rated] amount.   

 

In FY11, the General Assembly again appropriated funding in a lump sum; allowing the State Board of 

Education to again require claims reimbursement by CPS District 299. This proposal will codify the 

continuation of this practice of claims submission by District 299 in future fiscal years.  

 

PROPONENTS 

Illinois State Board of Education 

ED-RED, Illinois Action for Children, Illinois Association for the Education of Young Children,  

Latino Policy Forum, LEND, LUDA, Ounce of Prevention, Voices for Illinois Children 

 


