
Last year’s national report on the Speak Up findings focused on how emerging technologies such as mobile devices, 
social media, education games and online courses can enable a more personalized learning environment for both 
students and teachers.  What does that phrase “personalized learning” mean to you?  What do you think about the 
potential of technology to personalize learning?  Are you using any of these tools to personalize learning for either 
yourself or your students?  You are our expert in this – please share your thoughts!

Response Position

   COON VALLEY ELEMENTARY

  I'm learning how to select apps for individual students.

  Personalized learning to me means that you look at each student and meet their needs.  Fro some this would include technology, for some it would be more important to establish a 
human connection with them.

  It means that you can take courses or classes that are interesting to you.  I think that technology plays a part in that.  Time is key to using technology to personalize learning for our 
students.

   WESTBY ELEMENTARY

  -

  I am old school and prefer hard material for reading.  Technology is very unreliable and can cause frustration.  I think there is a need to have more teacher training  with the every 
changing technology landscape.  Teachers have a lot to deal with and technology hasn't been a priority for me.

  I think we've taken the "personalization" out of our learning.  It has become robotic and skill and drill.  There are too many pressures on students and teachers.  Enhancing with 
technology is fine...but this is a bigger issue. We cannot replace interpersonal skills and experiences with technology. It is a sad day for education.

  Personalized learning is adapting lessons and instruction to meet the individual, unique needs of all students. Technology opens up education so that students can progress at a more 
individualized pace. Technology allows for a broader range of learning experiences, thus personalizing learning.

  I think that personalized learning sounds wonderful in theory. However, my school district gives teachers very little training about technology. We are just supposed to learn it on our 
own. With a classroom of students needing my attention every day all day long, I am frustrated that there are not enough hours in a day to learn all of the things you mention in this 
survey. 

   WESTBY HIGH

  Personalized learning means that you are learning high interest information that prepares you for post secondary learning.  It allows you to learn at your own pace and you have a 
voice in what you are learning.  I think that technology could help create a very engaging environment for students and staff to personalize their learning.  Currently, many of my 
students are using IPads in the classroom. This is used mainly to reinforce a concept, but gaming and videos are a high interest area which I have been using as motivators when work 
is complete.  Using a Smart board has been beneficial since my students are visual learners.
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Last year’s national report on the Speak Up findings focused on how emerging technologies such as mobile devices, 
social media, education games and online courses can enable a more personalized learning environment for both 
students and teachers.  What does that phrase “personalized learning” mean to you?  What do you think about the 
potential of technology to personalize learning?  Are you using any of these tools to personalize learning for either 
yourself or your students?  You are our expert in this – please share your thoughts!

Response Position

   WESTBY HIGH

  To me personalized learning means developing online classes that allow students to take different paths within in the same class.  One student may be designing and developing a 
multimedia presentation for an assignment while another may be doing research for a paper and later a presentation.  I believe technology has tremendous potential to personalize 
learning to each student.  I also believe and know it takes a tremendous amount of time to develop and set up online classes or even blended classes.  Schools need to compensate their 
employees for this time and their expertise.  Currently our school does not compensate you for this so therefore no one is in a rush to go through all the work that it takes to put one of 
these classes together.  I also believe online learning is not for everyone.  I have taken classes for my masters degree online and work great for me, but you need to be fairly highly 
motivated and above average with technology in order to be successful in this environment. 

  Personalized learning simply means making all learning relevant to each person at their level.  Additionally it means allowing them to advance at their own pace in their own time. It 
is essential to allow mobile devices and additional media into todays classroom to facilitate this.  No, I am not using or utilizing any of these tools at the current time, and what I am 
using is not utilized to it's full ability.

  I don't have an opinion at this point, since I don't have much experience with a lot of the technology.  I need to learn more and fast!, since my students know more than I do.

  Personalized learning means being able to use technology to personalize the academic content so that it taylored to the ability of the learner.

  I think personalized learning means instruction that is in a mode the student can understand and use. I use an Ipad to help adapt science curriculum for a cognitively disabled student 
because there are videos and pictures of content at an easier level. It is easier to bookmark a website on the Ipad for them to use for a lesson because it lessens the amount of time for 
logging in and typing in a long web address. It is nice to have audios downloaded on the Ipad for students who need books read to them.

  Technology is the future of learning and I find it essential that students are able to not only learn how to use technology, but that all students have access to technology.  Providing 
items such as iPads, laptops, etc... are an important part in ensuring that all students have such access.  Furthermore, I feel it is important that instead of banning such personal items, I 
would like to see schools embrace the use of such items by showing students how to utilize them to maximize learning.

  Personalized learning sounds very good.  I think it may be a stretch to create plans for 30 different kids in every class, but the ability of technology to reach different learners is 
important.

  Personalized learning is a phrase that is accompanied by many variables. All students should be able to relate and connect their personal lives with the material they learn in any given 
content area. I am in full support of integrating more technology into their academic lives, as technology is such an imperative part of my students' lives. My major concern, however, is 
that academic growth and achievement remain at the forefront of the technology integration. Most students still use technology primarily for entertainment purposes. Yes, we all can 
learn and have fun simultaneously, but sometimes I worry about students always needing to entertained. There are many situations in life where hard work is simply needed to succeed, 
no accompanying frills, gadgets, or electronics. I hope the true love for learning will never be lost.     

  I think that technology and personalized learning can be great. However, I feel that we need more direction in this realm. How do I know what sites to use? There is a lot of potential 
there, but without a whole lot of direction and guidance, we are not going to accomplish anything. 
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Last year’s national report on the Speak Up findings focused on how emerging technologies such as mobile devices, 
social media, education games and online courses can enable a more personalized learning environment for both 
students and teachers.  What does that phrase “personalized learning” mean to you?  What do you think about the 
potential of technology to personalize learning?  Are you using any of these tools to personalize learning for either 
yourself or your students?  You are our expert in this – please share your thoughts!

Response Position

   WESTBY HIGH

  It means a district attempting to diversify offerings to help all students succeed. I am not using any of these tools for myself or my students.
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Last year’s national report on the Speak Up findings focused on how emerging technologies such as mobile devices, 
social media, education games and online courses can enable a more personalized learning environment for both 
students and teachers.  What does that phrase “personalized learning” mean to you?  What do you think about the 
potential of technology to personalize learning?  Are you using any of these tools to personalize learning for either 
yourself or your students?  You are our expert in this – please share your thoughts!

Response Position

   WESTBY MIDDLE

  Personalized learning means teaching is differentiated to best meet ability levels of students.  Technology is great for learning because students have the power to work independently 
at their own level.  They are also often more engaged in the learning process.  This is a dangerous road, however, because our students are lacking social skills.  The more we move to 
an online learning community, the more we reduce students' opportunities to learn, practice and refine their social skills.  We can create very intelligent students in many ways, but 
socially savvy students need the face to face interactions and practice.  That cannot be undervalued in the face of technology.  I am not currently using many tools as the school 
counselor because they have not been purchased for me at this school.

  iPads

  I think it involves students at all levels being able to do some learning at their own level using different modalities without other students being aware of the differences.

  I think that if done right technology can be a good tool to help with diffentiation.

  Personalized learning in wide-open for interpretation,and a device owned by a student allows them to do so.  However, I do teach science with HANDS ON LABS AND LAB 
MATERIALS--so I have less opportunity to utilize such devices on a daily basis.  I cannot sacrifice best-practices in science content.  However, lab manuals online, graphing and data 
table apps, video content, simulations, development of online flash/flip cards apps, etc. would be of the most value for personalized learning in my classroom.

  Can be a good thing, especially with drill and review.

  I believe "Personalized Learning" references the ability of curriculum or devices to enhance or adjust to a students ability level, thus continuously challenging the student at the 
appropriate level.  

  Being a special education teacher, personalized learning means that each child is able to learn at his or her pace while being involved with the general curriculum.  Using technology, 
students can be working on parts of the curriculum at their level.  Students are not singled out as they are working on a device just like someone else in their classroom.  At the present 
time, we use iPads and iPods to try to meet these needs.

  Personalized learning allows students to work at their own level and gives them the privacy to work on their own device and yet grow within their levels. 

  I think it allows teachers to create multiple ways to have students practice skills with material that meets their needs. It also gives students outlets to create projects and share their 
knowledge through online resources.

  The ability for students to enhance their own learning opportunities and achievement through the use of technology. 

  I believe the idea of "personalized learning" is wonderful, but I feel we are a long way away from having that occur in our school without more teacher inservice. 
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