
On last year's Speak Up survey, 73% of parents said that they were concerned about their child learning the right 
skills to be successful in the future.  How well do you feel your child's school or district is preparing your child to be 
successful in a very diverse and global economy?  Is your child learning the right skills to compete with highly 
educated global workers?  What should your child's school or district do today to ensure that all children are well 
prepared to collaborate and communicate in the global society? 

Response Grade

  COON VALLEY ELEMENTARY

  keeping up with the latest technology.

  My child is only a first grader, but she has a big class. I think smaller classes would benefit each student if they needed a little extra help. Every student would have more one to one time 
with the teacher. Students learn alot easier with smaller classes, theres less distraction.

  WESTBY ELEMENTARY

  go back to the basics. Put the Pledge of Allegiance back in the schools teach the students how to respect their cells their country and our God!

  I hope that my children's school will continue to work to help my children to learn to think for themselves and have higher order thinking skills.

  I feel that the most important skills for an elementary student to learn are the basics - reading, writing and math - on paper with a 'human' teacher.  No spell check or calculator involved.  
This indirectly teaches them to learn to work with others, be part of a team, co-exist with various personalities and learn to respect others for what they are.  Basic technology can be 
learned in middle/high school and advanced technology can be the students choice as the advance in their acedemic career.

  I don't know.

  I think the teachers in 4K, Kindergarten, and 1st grade are phenomenal.  The teachers have shown that they understand a child's development and used appropriate instruction to teach 
the skills they need in these grades.  My kids have not only grown stronger in their academics, but also in their social skills.  I am extremely pleased with my children's education thus far.  
Thank you!!

  My child only attends pre-k part time. I have no opinion at this time. 

  Children need to be learning their basic skills (reading, writing, math...) while also collaborating on projects that instill problem solving and creative thinking skills.  They need to learn 
responsibility to their school, community, and the world as a whole. Westby is doing a good job as they begin to incorporate technology into the classrooms.  Children need to learn to 
effectively utilize the technology and use it for learning purposes.  However, they also need to learn to think & do outside of technology and to exist as human beings away from the 
technology that bombards them every minute of every day.

  Start teaching foreign languages, especially Spanish, in elementary school.  

  Our school is doing well with balancing traditional teaching methods and technology.  My children are young, so it's hard to know whether or not they are learning the right skills.  My 
biggest concern right now is that they will learn to read, write and perform basic math!  The school should teach them to think critically and creatively.  I believe that technology can 
enhance learning, but should not be the primary mode of teaching. 
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  WESTBY ELEMENTARY

  I think that they are not doing anything more for this. I also feel that there is a lot of bullying going on that the teachers are not aware of.

  Our schools are doing very well with advanced technology.

  The whole world does not revolve around social media and Apple products. The business world uses Windows and Linux type operating systems.  Kids need to understand and use 
different computer languages.  The understanding of how to fix, build, and grow things still applies in the economy.  Not just reboot it.   I'm a network engineer. 

  higher level thinking skills need to be taught, esp. at the middle and high school level

  I would agree with the concern about learning correct skills. For a small, mostly rural student body, I believe Westby is doing a good job at working to diversify readiness skill and 
increasing some of their technology as able. 

  i dont know what to say cause your talking about 4thru 10 year old students.

  I am pleased with the progress that my children have made. The staff provide a wide range of tools and support for the children. 

  Discuss the dangers of sharing personal information on the internet. Learn, from the teacher, how to use the technology required by the teacher.They are being exposed to uses of 
computers beyond just searching for information on the web.

  Westby School district seems to be making attempts to stay current with modern educational online technology.  It might be expensive to keep the school in a total state of the art system, 
but it should be a priority as the internet is the most used way of communicating just about everything society needs to know.  How accurate resources are is hard to say and how the 
school budget could support this endeavor, I'm not sure

  I think our school is doing what is needed

  no, I have one child in 3 rd grade and he doesn't even know where home room on a keyboard is located. The school needs to add technology to everyday activities. Such as looking a 
school menu, which should only be on computer and selecting items via computer. Writting essays, taking spelling tests, fill in the blank sentences and reading assignments on computer 
or tablet. Be able at home to text message your teacher if have question on an assignment. Teachers should be accessable 24 hours a day for the 9 months they are in session. 

  TO compete in today's society, I feel that a second language should be taught starting early.  For example, in first grade they could start with the basic second language skills and build 
from there.  Starting with language in Middle school I feel is WAY to late in the curriculum.  I also feel there should be more exposure to the outside world, maybe watching the news 
everyday so they are current on current events.
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  WESTBY ELEMENTARY

  I know budgets are tight, but I feel there should be a gifted and talented program.  I like that students participate in different reading groups according to their ability, but wish more 
could be done to challenge students who are doing very well with the routine curriculum.  A lot of money is spent on special ed programs, but little for kids at the other end of the 
spectrum!  I wish there was more balance there.

  My third grader is doing more advanced math studies than I did at that age, so I think the school is doing their best to make sure that students are not only keeping up but can be ahead of 
the game.

  N/A yet

  I think they are pushing the grades compared to a few yrs ago. They are now learning in 1st grade what the district did in 3rd grade!  

  keep comunication between parents and teachers open

  I happy to see that ciriculum has become tougher and accelerated at a  younger age.   I'm concerned with an overuse of technology.  I myself am feeling "addicted" to 
technology...constantly drawn to it for things that are not a productive use of time.  I think kids need to understand the world does not revolve around social media and to take time to look 
at the world around them and actually have a real conversation with other people.  I also thing there is value in learning to write (cursive) and what it feels like to hold a book in their 
hand.  I think they need to learn to use technology but it doesn't need to be integrated into every activity.  Most kids get plenty of learning on their own at home when it comes to 
technology.  

  WESTBY HIGH

  Concerned that students will be ready for future.

  The world is becoming increasingly dependent on technology in every day life.  We need to utilize this technology to educate our children and better prepare them for the lives they will 
lead after attending school here.  Secondary educational facilities are moving toward more technology based education and it will benefit our students going forward if we can implement 
that into their educational experience in our school district.

  They need to use more tech but balance screen and traditional teaching. 
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  WESTBY HIGH

  First of all, we need to bring in technology teachers who are either fresh out of school and know how to actually use the technology that is out there, OR we need to get our technology 
teachers out of the school more frequently to do the training necessary to be at least somewhat up to date.  The middle school technology teacher who used to be here was, pardon my 
expression, useless as stink on poo.  My son would go into his computer and fix things for him.  I have a son who is learning programming on his own because there is really nothing for 
him.  If we are TRULY serious about making technology a priority, then get our technology people out into some serious training.  A class here and there like regular teachers do is simply 
not enough for them if we want to actually have our kids get a glimpse of what technology should be about.  Why are we not even teaching the most basic programming?  It was required 
for every student 20 years ago.  How ridiculous is it that there is nothing now?  We know a lot about programming here, and we understand there are many languages, but I also know that 
computer programming teaches basic thinking skills that are unique just like a foreign language, and those skills would help these kids so much as they go forward into a generation 
where paper may become obsolete.  If we want them to be able to do better as they enter college, we need to examine how we have reduced our focus on spelling and vocabulary from 15-
20 years ago.  There used to be a class called Semantics for college bound kids and the entire focus was on learning root words and parts of words to help them be able to figure things out 
on their own when they encountered new words.  It was a semester long, and intense, but to this day, I'm able to figure out almost any word because of this, and that made a huge 
difference in my success in college.  The problem for all schools is that we keep adding things to the curriculum, and there isn't more time, so teachers are told to do more and more with 
the same amount of time and less help, so it is really feeling hopeless for many as they look at that huge curriculum and think about what they are willing to give up or skim through to try 
to do as much as they can.  As much as I think foreign language is important, I wonder why we can't use a distance lab for other language choices.  For so long, our kids have been 
growing up and parents and teachers have been telling us horror stories about the Spanish teacher here, and it is really frustrating that my kids are willing to give up certain college 
choices just because they do not want to go into that classroom from all we have heard.  We need a Chinese class online, considering the huge population over there who are owning more 
and more of our country, or we need administration to look at current practices in the Spanish classroom and ask for input from prior students/parents of kids in that room.  The bottom 
line is I think that we need more administrative awareness of all that goes on currently with more frequent requests for unit plans, spontaneous classroom observations, input from 
students, etc to find out things like the PE teacher who texts through most of his PE classes.  That is not an acceptable use of technology, and one place where I wish we could make a 
room technology free so that would never happen again.  You can make all the changes you want, but unless there is some true awareness of all that is going on or not going on in 
classrooms now, it really is throwing money at a problem thinking simply spending the money will make things OK.  We love our district, and we have had good teachers throughout the 
years, some who have made the most powerful impact on my children, and several who should really have left teaching years before (as it is in any district).  I have personally helped find 
other options for advanced students in our districts who have gone to the counselor to ask for more challenge in technology, and there were no

  I think our society is in a tough spot.  There isn't enough funding to keep teachers, let alone work on moving the technology forward enough to keep up with the industry.  Add to that the 
fact that most schools utilize Macintosh products, when probably 90% or more of the world works in the Windows/PC world.  In that aspect are we preparing our kids, not at all.  I also 
think that the teachers coming in to teach our kids aren't knowledgeable about technology enough to teach the kids.  I'd bet most kids already know more than the teachers.

  We really can't say technology is the future anymore, technology is NOW! Westby does not provide the skills to complete with highly educated workers that's for sure. 

  Supply students with the IT tools and skills to prepare them for today's workforce with the ability to transform themselves for tomorrow's workforce.

  More public speaking projects.  Promoting "off the cuff" speaking - how to organize and convey thoughts without having the luxury of preparing beforehand.
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  WESTBY HIGH

  Technology is very important.  They need to know how to use excel spreadsheets, google docs., etc...

  I feel that we are not preparing our children for the outside world.  Every student is not 4 Year College Material and that is OK.  We need to be teaching "trades" as well as updated 
technology.

  Somewhat concerned.  Focus more on academics and less on sports. 

  Not good, no, more hands on training or apprenticeship

  Generally, I think my school is doing a good job.  I encourage use of technology, as it will be an important part of these children's lives for the foreseeable future; HOWEVER, the 
technology changes extremely fast.  I want to ensure my children still learn the basic information in a manner that they can recreate without technology.  Also, I don't want the use of 
technology to be too "device specific".  Much like private life, the school needs to let technology be a tool and offer the basic information in formats that can rapidly evolve with new 
technology.  Finally, I do think technology can allow certain students to advance beyond some of their peers without an excessive burden on the school district.  Simply having a variety 
of distance learning opportunities for the students that want them could be extremely beneficial at very low cost.

  ?

  Technology updates are needed, including student accessibility to their own device as appropriate throughout the school day i.e. laptops, tablets.  Additional foreign language instruction 
is needed starting at the middle school level.  By grade 9, students should have the ability to enroll in Spanish 2.  Additional college prep/college credit courses are needed.

  Teaching them technology that will be obsolete by the time they entere the work force is a waste of tax dollars and time.  I feel writing legibly is being lost....rapidly.    Math skills are 
way down, science needs a boost.  I've heard of teachers denying science over faith based ideas....I find totally wrong and offensive and doesn't nothing to prepare a child for the future.   
Build a foundation......not a house,  but a foundation of written and verbal communication skills....without using text-speak.  Genuine math skills with examples of how they can be 
applied to real world situations.   And a goog all around grasp of science and the scientific method.    The only other thing important is critical thinking.....kill the gulliblity factor so many 
children have today.    

  WASD has much to do before we can say the children are provided a 21st Century program.  In a few areas the children are learning the appropriate skills.  We are not open to accepting 
global economy. These are somethings we need to accomplish: 1) Provide one week instructional technology workshops throughout the school year that each teacher will master 
integrated technology for classroom application.  2) Increase bandwidth and quality filters.  3) Along with common core subjects and standards beef up logic and critical thinking. 

  WESTBY MIDDLE

  Integrate additional online resources.
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  WESTBY MIDDLE

  I feel they are on the right track.

  Need more language course options! Currently has only one - Spanish.

  Offer language classes.  Put as much emphasis on the arts as they do with sports.

  Many children do not have basic study skills and get lost quickly -- Parents and teachers need to work together to make sure that students know "how to study and how to learn (both in 
the classroom or with the use of technology.)  Too often there is too much emphasis on getting a good grade instead of "does the child really understand this?"  Curriculums need to be 
evaluated and updated - not just at our school, but at all schools so that children are learning things that they will apply. Having more teachers with "real world" experience in the field that 
they are teaching would be very beneficial and give them more credability (ie, a person that has or has had a career in business teaching business related courses). This may help kids 
better prepare for the "real world".

  Teach them to be more respomnsible, if there is a class that can teach them that. Most kids now days will not listen to there parents when being told how to be more responsible.

  Ensure that there is baseline knowledge of technology such as creating spreadsheets, Word, etc. Continue to add to requirements throughout their education. Base learning requirements 
on what is required of graduates in the job market

  I have been wondering if having more days in a school year would be good. Many countries have their children attending school more days than we do. If we extended the school year, 
would teachers have more time to make sure the students are grasping what they are trying to teach them? We all don't learn the same way. A teacher may be able to implement different 
styles of learning if they have more time to cover each subject, giving each child a chance to grasp the lessons and not feel so helpless. When a child feels helpless in being able to grasp 
concepts over and over again, they give up. They stop trying. Help a child to have a strong educational base with which to build upon and I believe they will be prepared to contribute to 
global society in a meaningful manner.

  I am a parent of two middle school students and they are expected to supply their own devices by 7th grade.  This concerns me because we will not be able to provide each child with a 
device, so will my children be left out of critical learning?

  I think that they should look into having the school day go a little longer such as until 3:30 or so, because by the time you put in lunch and study halls there's just not enough time in the 
day to fit in all the classes they need to take. They end up cutting some such as choir and band which I think are very important in their learning too. Also to keep up with other countries 
if they had as much teacher to student time as some of the other countries we might pull some better test scores. But thanks to our school for being one of the first to put I-Pads in the 
hands of the students to help them get ahead.

  I am really concerned about the children that don't have these devices.  How are they going to get the education that they need if everything is going to be done this way.  I have 4 
children-I can't buy 4 laptops and/or 4 ipads for them.  We don't have smart phones.  I think the schools need to also teach them how to use these devices, but also that they need to learn 
some etiquette along with that.The district is slowly introducing these items into learning but they seem to be concerned with them not getting damaged than anything else.
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  WESTBY MIDDLE

  I see too many people that don't know the basics of the English language (proper grammar, spelling, etc.) and how to properly communicate.  I think some of this is due to too much 
focus on technology use.  While I think there is a need to learn how to utilize technology, I do not believe there should be so much focus on it in every class.  Reading, writing, 
math...these should still be the core focus of school.  Technology classes can be offered to further the skills likely needed in future jobs.  I believe too much technology is a distraction and 
definitely unnecessary for younger students.  
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