
Based upon the Speak Up results from the past few years, we believe that the role of a librarian media specialist is more important than 
ever with the implementation of Common Core or other new state standards and assessments.  But what is your vision for the role of the 
librarian media specialist in light of this? How do you see yourself and your peers affecting the productivity of students and teachers? What 
would you want policymakers to know about the value of librarian media specialists in schools and communities today? This is your chance 
to speak up – we are listening!

Response Gender Grade

  WESTBY ELEMENTARY

  Everything changes so drastically in such a short time.  Many of us did not grow-up with computers, and technology is much more difficult for the older generation than the 
children that are growing up using these devices everyday of their lives.  It is important for schools to have that Media Specialist in their Library Centers that are very adept at the 
use of the vast number of devices that being implemented by the school districts.  Westby is very fortunate because we do have Library Media Specialists that are the best that you 
could ask for.  We also have technology support experts that are fundamental in supporting the teaching staff and Library Media Specialists.

  Collaboration with teachers will be the most valuable role.  That collaboration will include technical support.

  WESTBY HIGH

  Classroom teachers are being asked to completely change their teaching to accomodate initiatives such as 1:1 mobile computing and flipped classrooms.  Response to Intervention, 
PBIS programs, and new teacher evaluation programs are also putting a strain on teachers.  I believe that library media specialists can support teachers by compiling quality 
resources for teachers, assist them with technology integration, and instruct both students and teachers in how to use new technology tools and devices.  Flexible scheduling for 
library media specialists allows us to stay current with new trends, search for high quality resources and apps, and be available to offer technology assistance when needed.   
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