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Dear Parents, 

 
Thank you for another great start to the year!!  It was a little disappointing to not be 
able to do the “clap in” because of rain!  It saddened my heart when I heard some 
6th graders lament that they wouldn’t get to clap in their last year at Clear Sky.  I 
am touched that this is a tradition that they value! 
 
2017-2018 marks the tenth year that Clear Sky has been open.  We will be 
celebrating all year!  We did a fun play on words and created “Bison”10ial shirts for 
our staff.  They will be available soon for students and parents!   
 
When we opened our doors in 2008 there were 590 students.  Currently we are 
sitting at 781.  Our enrollment is not the only thing that has changed.  10 years ago 
there were empty fields surrounding the school where we now see hundreds of 
houses.  Meadows Blvd was 2 lanes and you had to go to the other side of the 
highway to go to the grocery store.  In 2008 the I-Phone had just came out and the I-
Pad had yet to be released! It was 10 years ago also that J.K. Rowling finished her 
7th and last Harry Potter Book.   
 
A lot has changed in 10 years, but we at Clear Sky are just as excited to teach your 
kids as we were when the doors opened.  We are just as grateful for our wonderful 
families and we are just as motivated to do the very best we can to meet the needs of 
our students.  We are planning on doing an art installation to commemorate our 10 
year anniversary that we would love families and previous students to be a part 
of.  More information on that will come later in the year! 

 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to call or stop 
by.  I would be happy to visit with you.  We are looking forward to a great year!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kellie Roe, Principal 

September 2017 

              Message from the Principal 

https://sites.google.com/a/dcsdk12.org/clear-sky-pto/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Clear-Sky-Elementary-PTO/289525647818589
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Important Dates to Remember: 
 
 

September 1st:   Boosterthon Fun Run 

DC Schools Community Day: CU VS. CSU @ 
Sports Authority Field  PROMO CODE: 2017 
FOUNDATION 

 
September 4th:    NO SCHOOL (Labor Day) 

September 5-8th  Safety Week 

September 6th:    National Read A Book Day 

September 8th:    CSE Fall Festival 

September 11-15th:    CogAT Testing (3rd & 6th graders & referrals) 

September 11th:  BRONCOS Spirit Day  

September 12th  5th grade Field Trip – Ameritowne 

September 15th – 16th  DC School Community Weekend – Rockies 

vs. Padres 

September 20th  Lifetouch Fall Photo Re-takes 

    A Taste of DCSD (Castle View High School) 

September 21st   6th grade Field Trip – International Towne 

September 22nd   NO SCHOOL  (District Professional  

                                                 Development Day) 

September 23rd  CVHS Homecoming Parade 

September 25-29th     Book Fair  

September 28th:    NO SCHOOL (Teacher Work Day) 

    Parent/Teacher Conferences begin (evening) 

September 29th:   NO SCHOOL (Conferences) 

October 2 – October 13th:  Fall Break 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget – Spirit Day is every Friday – wear your blue, white or gray/
silver OR Bronco colors during the football season! 

http://davetop.com/
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Berry’s Bits 

Welcome Back Clear Sky Families! 

 

We are off to a great start to the school year.  We have welcomed new teachers and 
new students to add to our amazing community.  Students and teachers are in a 
great routine and have already done some amazing learning around the expecta-
tions at Clear Sky.  Students and teachers all participated in a Bison Migra-
tion.  This was the opportunity to take a “field trip” though the school and learn the 
expectations in the different areas of the school.  The migration is new to Clear 
Sky and was created from the Positive Behavior Intervention and Support commit-
tee.  The migration help to support our BISON Strong behavior that are part of the 
PBiS here at Clear Sky. With PBiS, students are able to earn rewards individually 
or for the entire class.   
 
We are excited for another AMAZING year at Clear Sky!!! 
 
Katie Berry, Assistant Principal 

Art News 
 
Hi! My name is Michele Eye and I’m the new art teacher. I’ve had such a warm 

welcome from staff, children and families and I’m so excited to work with your 

children this year! Each grade level will be learning about and creating art around a 

theme throughout the school year: 

Kindergarten- I am an artist 
1st Grade- Famous artists 
2nd Grade- The Elements of art 
3rd Grade- Nature in art 
4th Grade- Art around the world 
5th Grade- Careers in Art 
6th Grade- Personal Expression through art 
 
CSE has teamed up with Original Works again this year to offer you the opportunity 
to purchase a variety of products featuring your child’s artwork. Because of our new 
specials schedule, students are currently working on these projects, so you will be 
seeing the rubric or feedback sheet for your student’s first project, but the project 
will not be coming home with them until I send the Original Works packet mid-
October. If you have any questions, please feel free to send me an email or stop by! 
 
Wish List: I would love to have some gel pens and some fun paper punches for stu-
dents to use when they have art center time. Thanks in advance! 

http://mathnasium.com/castlerock
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Health-y Habits 
 
We are excited to announce that Sarah Backus is our new Health teacher. She is also a Clear Sky parent. Stay 

tuned for more details in next month’s newsletter. She may be reached at:  Sarah.Backus@dcsdk12.org  

Welcome Back to School from the Learning Commons! 
 
Parents often ask about our book loaning policies so I’d like to take a moment to give you a quick overview of 

how our loan policies work. 

Students may check out 2 books a week for a 2 week loan period. When a student has 4 books checked out on 

their account, they must return some before borrowing any more. Student may renew a book one time if no one 

is waiting for it. Late fees are not charged at our school, however, we encourage students to return books as soon 

as they are finished with them. Books that sit at home for long periods of time have a greater chance of being 

lost or damaged.  When books are lost or damaged, we do charge a replacement fee so that we can purchase a 

replacement book.    

Carolynn Kranse, Librarian 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   

The Fall Scholastic Bookfair is coming soon! 

September 25th to 29th are the dates for our first 

bookfair.  Bookfairs fund many, many new and 

wonderful books for the students at Clear Sky and 

your patronage is greatly appreciated!  A letter will 

be coming home soon showcasing great books and 

times we will be open.   This is a great opportunity to 

get some early holiday shopping done!  This year, we 

are able to take pre-orders for the new Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid book that will be coming out in 

November.  Pre-order forms will be available at the 

bookfair.  I hope to see you all there! 

I love seeing all your smiling, enthusiastic students in 

the library and am looking forward to a great year!   

If you ever have any questions about library 

operations, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 

carolynn.kranse@dcsdk12.org 

MARKER RECYCLING 

Our marker recycling program at Clear Sky Elemen-

tary is continuing! Please bring in your dried out 

markers for recycling. All brands of magic markers 

can be brought in. (Crayola, Rose Art, Sharpie, dry 

erase, scented, no-name brands…when in doubt, 

bring it in!) There is a collection box located in the 

Learning Commons for you to deposit your dried 

out markers. When it’s full, our students will empty 

it to be filled again and will continue for the rest of 

this school year. This is a good time to clean out 

your art supplies at home! Ask your neighbors! Let’s 

recycle! 

mailto:Sarah.Backus@dcsdk12.org


 

P age  5 Clear Sky Elementary September 2017 

Music Notes 
 
Welcome back to Clear Sky Music. This year will be full of new sur-

prises and week long classes. This means many changes for us all.   

Mrs. Dome   

EDMODO – This year, music will be using 

EDMODO for our classroom. This is an online 

program that allows the students and I to talk, 

compose, do quizzes, observe videos and learn 

together…even when we aren’t in class together.  

The grades using this are 3rd-6th. Feel free to join the 

parent portion by asking your student to sign in and 

get your parent code. Students will get user names 

and passwords during their first week of class. Choir 

3-6 will also be using this. 

RECORDERS – This year we will continue to 

use recorders for 3rd – 6th grades.  All orders are to 

be done via the online payments link on our Clear 

Sky website.  If you do not have a parent TREX ac-

count yet, please note you may pay in person for 

your students’ materials.   

Kindergarten – 2nd grades are working on beat, nota-

tion, dance and direction.  We will be working on 

this through our second week long class together. 

CHOIRS – We have two! 

3-6th Singers – We meet every Tuesday and Thurs-

day from 8am to 8:55am.  This group does travel to 

many events, as well as does our musical in the 

spring.  We will be singing at the Colorado Rockies 

Aug. 28, 2017 

Jr. Singers – 1st and 2nd grades – We meet on Mon-
day mornings from 8:15 – 8:55am.  We are here to 
sing for the joy of singing and learn a few music 
techniques before we move to the big choir.  We will 
sing formally at the Winter Concert in December 
and some of us will sing at the Rockies too.  

Band and Orchestra 

This year, we will be having band and orchestra af-

ter school.  Band will be meeting on Monday/

Wednesday and every other Fridays, while Orchestra 

will meet Tuesday/Thursday and every other Friday.  

Rental night will be Aug. 29, 2017 at Meadow View 

Elementary in the Meadows.  Band will begin Aug. 

29, but Orchestra will begin Sept. 5.  Please visit the 

music website for more information. 

https://www.botanicgardens.org/events/special-events/corn-maze
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Technology 
 
Innovation Lab 
 
Thinking, creativity and problem solving are well underway in the new Innovation Lab! During their first rota-
tion through the lab, all CSE students are learning about the Design Thinking process. We are using LAUNCH 
which is more of a kid-friendly approach to this process. Each week the prototypes created by students are dis-
played in the Learning Commons. Want to learn more? Visit these two resources to learn more about: 
Design Thinking - https://www.ideou.com/pages/design-thinking 
LAUNCH - http://thelaunchcycle.com/  
 
Want to donate? We are always looking for materials, expertise, and extra hands! Visit out updated Google 
Doc (https://goo.gl/3RlMpJ) to see what materials we need. If you want to volunteer your time, please feel 
free to contact me. 
 
Jennifer Jensen 
Innovation Lab Specialist @ CSE 
STAR Discovery Educator & LC Member 
BrainPOP Jr. Technology Advisor 
http://www.theteacherscorner.net 
 

https://www.ideou.com/pages/design-thinking
http://thelaunchcycle.com/
https://goo.gl/3RlMpJ
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/
https://medvedsouth.com/


 Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Douglas County School District. 
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Dear families, 

 

Welcome back! We are excited  for growing 
enthusiasm of the Growth Mindset that our students 
will be exploring this school year! 
Our goal of maintaining high educational 
expectations for students at all levels of language 
learning, through fostering the skill of critical 
thinking, is an essential component of Growth 
Mindset. At Clear Sky our language learners come 
from such diverse backgrounds, and our thinking is 
stretched even further. Thank you for the 
opportunity to be a part of your child’s language 
learning! 
 
We started the school year by getting to know our 
new students and welcoming back our returning 
ones! CSE’s ESL population of new ESL students 
is growing each year, and we are thrilled and 
anxious to provide them with the most support they 
need! All of our new students were given a screener 
assessment to properly place them for their 
language proficiency. Parents’ notifications were 
mailed both to parents and district to notify them 
about students’ new placements. Interviews with 
parents were encouraged as they were part of 
students’ qualifications for our program. Speaking a 
second language is a gift, so let’s all work together 
to nourish this gift! 
 
Ms. Green and I are also excited to facilitate the 
Reading Together program! Please watch for more 
details. 
We look forward to another glorious  school year 
full of growing and learning! As a department, we 
truly appreciate all the support you provide your 
children with as well as your support for us. 
Please do not hesitate to call or email us with any 
concerns! 
 

 

English Language Learner (ELL) Update 

Queridas familias, 
 
¡Estamos entusiasmados por el creciente entusi-
asmo de la mentalidad de crecimiento que nuestros 
estudiantes estarán explorando este año escolar! 
 
Nuestro objetivo de mantener altas expectativas 
educativas para los estudiantes en todos los niveles 
de aprendizaje de idiomas, a través del fomento de 
la habilidad del pensamiento crítico, es un compo-
nente esencial de la mentalidad de crecimiento. En 
Clear Sky nuestros aprendices de idiomas provienen 
de contextos tan diversos, y nuestro pensamiento se 
extiende aún más. ¡Gracias por la oportunidad de 
ser parte del aprendizaje de idiomas de su hijo! 
 
¡Comenzamos el año escolar conociendo a nuestros 
nuevos estudiantes y dando la bienvenida a los que 
regresan! Nuevos estudiantes de ESL está creciendo 
cada año, y estamos emocionados y ansiosos de 
proporcionarles el mayor apoyo que necesitan! A 
todos nuestros nuevos estudiantes se les dio una 
evaluación para colocarlos adecuadamente para su 
dominio del idioma. Las notificaciones de los pa-
dres fueron enviadas por correo tanto a los padres 
como al distrito para notificarles sobre las nuevas 
colocaciones de los estudiantes. Se fomentaron las 
entrevistas con los padres, ya que formaban parte de 
las calificaciones de los estudiantes para nuestro 
programa. Hablar un segundo idioma es un regalo, 
así que ¡vamos a trabajar juntos para alimentar este 
regalo! 
 
¡La Sra. Green y yo también estamos emocionados 
de facilitar el programa Reading Together! Por fa-
vor, mire para más detalles. 
 
¡Esperamos otro glorioso año escolar lleno de creci-
miento y aprendizaje! Como departamento, apreci-
amos verdaderamente todo el apoyo que usted pro-
porciona a sus hijos, así como su apoyo para no-
sotros. 

Por favor, no dude en llamarnos o enviarnos un correo electrónico con cualquier inquietud! 
Aurora Green                                          Abeer Sawaged 

Aurora.green@dcsdk12.org            abeer.sawaged@dcsdk12.org 
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Did You Know? 
 
*The Foundation for Douglas County Schools offers discounted tickets and raises money for Douglas County 
Schools?  Take advantage of these exciting opportunities to enjoy fun experiences with friends and family while 
supporting your local community. A portion of each ticket sold will be donated back to Douglas County Schools.  
See www.foundationdcs.org  Flyers attached. 
 
*Join us at Sky Ridge Medical Center for Sleep Hygiene! 
One in four children are misdiagnosed with ADD/ADHD when they are experiencing sleep deprivation. 
Depression, Dementia and other ailments have been misdiagnosed for the same reason. Learn more about how you 
can help improve the quality of your students' in order to function at their best! 
 
Wednesday, September 13, 6pm 
Sky Ridge Medical Center 
 
 
 
 
Katherine Brown 
School/Community Partnership Coordinator, DCSD 
303.387.9505 
@DCSDParentLiaison / facebook 
@DCParentLiaison / twitter 

Focus on Classrooms 

4th grade: 
As an enrichment piece to our study of ecosystems, 
the fourth graders spent a fun-filled day of learning at 
CU Denver's Wildlife Experience. Our learners ex-
plored habitats, ecosystems and biomes and then fin-
ished off their learning with a 3-D presentation of 
Journey to the South Pacific. The day was a HUGE 
hit!   

6th grade: 
Welcome Back to school! 6th grade is off and run-

ning! After sharing the amazing eclipse with our clas-

ses, we have been spending time building our class-

room environments, assessing our students, and kick-

ing off our annual Boosterthon! We are calling our 

first planner, Building Bridges. We have built physi-

cal bridges as well as begun working on good com-

munication skills to build bridges with one another. 

Our students are working on creating a new video for 

our school website that exemplifies all of the out-

standing qualities of Clear Sky. We will also be train-

ing for our International Town field trip in Septem-

ber! We are keeping our students very busy and 

working hard!  

Coming Soon: 
Parents, keep your eyes/ears open for future infor-

mation regarding an upcoming parent literacy oppor-

tunity! Learn new ways to support your readers in 

quick ten minute sessions. 

http://www.foundationdcs.org
tel:(303)%20387-9505
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sleep-hygiene-workshop-tickets-37099486563
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PTO Update | September 2017 

Hello Clear Sky families! Welcome to another new, amazing school year! As we start this new year, the PTO 
(Parent-Teacher Organization) has already been busy and hard at work to support our students, teachers, and 
families of Clear Sky Elementary.  The PTO strives to build a sense of community within and without the walls of 
the school, where teachers and students can thrive, and families can come together through school-sponsored 
activities and events. 
  

 
PTO works hard to raise money for our teachers and students through various fundraisers, the 
biggest being our Boosterthon Fun Run. This year’s Fun Run event is already well underway,  
and will come to a close when the students run on Friday, September 1st. Through this year’s 
Castle Quest theme, we hope your student learned many character traits that will stay with 
them throughout this year. We expect this fundraiser to be a huge success, and we THANK 
YOU in advance for your support!   
 
Be on the lookout for final results to be announced in the future.  
 

Throughout this coming year the PTO plans to host various family events such as our yearly Fall Festival, 
Dodgeball night, Family Movie Night, Science Night, and Appreciation Breakfasts. We will also host Family 
Community night dinners at various restaurants around town. We plan to hold the Holiday Shoppe, and of course 
to recognize and honor our amazing school staff during Staff Appreciation week in the spring. 
 
So, how can we pull off all of these events?  ONLY WITH YOUR HELP!!  The PTO can only function well 
through the volunteer efforts of our generous Clear Sky families. Giving of your time through volunteer hours 
during events, or helping on a committee to plan the activities or fundraisers, are much-appreciated ways you can 
help and support the PTO, and thus Clear Sky as a whole. And even if you aren’t able to volunteer for an event, 
please make sure to support and attend the events that are held throughout the year! 

 

 
 

 

http://ckpd.com/


Sponsorship space in this 
newsletter is extremely 
affordable! Reach parents 
in your local community 
& support schools!  

Businesses that want to 
sponsor this school, 
please contact TSCA at 
info@tscaschools.com or 
970-239-1641.  
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PTO Update | September 2017 

We encourage you to follow our CSE PTO in these ways: 
 

 
 Facebook:       https://www.facebook.com/ClearSkyElementaryPTO/ 
 
 Website:          http://www.csepto.com/ 
 
 Email blasts:  sent out each week by Susan Snider in the front office,  
                                    these email blasts will contain information about upcoming PTO needs and    
                                    planned activities.             

 
Friday, September 8th, from 5:30-8:30pm, at the school. This yearly 
event will again be FREE to all Clear Sky families, as a thank-you for your 
support of the Boosterthon Fun Run.  There will be carnival games, bounce 
houses, food trucks, a kickball game, a vendor boutique, and more!  Plan to 
attend now, and enjoy a fun night out with our Clear Sky community. 

 

We do need volunteers to make this event a success. Please consider signing up for an hour slot 

at http://www.signupgenius.com   Thank you! 

https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/0_tTAYlb-XhvAw5OpmXT1w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRbfD5DP0EIAGzEYqcUu8tXB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAABCCgABwwqbWfbyEzpSFXR4YmVsbGUyMDA0QHlhaG9vLmNvbQlRBAAAAACEHQFodHRwczovL3VybGRlZmVuc2UucHJvb2Zwb2ludC5jb20vdjIvdXJsP3U9aHR0cC0zQV9fd3d3LnNpZ251





