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NILES NORTH VS

By Ayana Jamal

News Editor

The Viking sports teams 
have done exceptionally 
well this school year, 
bringing home numerous 
titles in various sports. 
The boys varsity bas-
ketball became sectional 
champions, the Vikettes 
competed at state and 
nationals and the swim-
ming team advanced to 
the IHSA state meet just to 
name a few. Notable North 
athletes include gymnast 
Citlali Cuevas, basketball 
player Abdel Nader, foot-
ball player George Neuhaus, 
wrestler Cris Pazmino and 
softball player Brittany San-
chez.

By Maya Erf

Managing Editor

THE NORTH

-We have a print newspaper that comes 
out every four to five weeks.

-Our typical issue is 12 pages.
-We have News, Ed-Op, Feature, Fo-

cus, Verve, Sports and a featured back 
page every issue.

-Usually we don’t come out in color, 
unless it is a special occasion or a com-
memorative issue.

-We have eight editors and four report-
ers.

-We have ads ranging from a quarter 
page to a full page and that are for places 
like University of Chicago, Huntington 
Learning Center or for school sanctioned 
events.

-We come out fewer times during the 
year, with longer stories.

-We have guest reporters writing full-
length articles and ed-op stories.

-We have been given the First Place 
Award by the National Scholastic Press 
Association.

By Mara Joaquin

Editor-in-Chief

STAR

NILES NORTH
SPORTS

NORTH
MEMORIES

We all know that naturally, we are expected to detest Niles West once inaugurated as a Viking. But as Niles 
North students, how much do we really know about our fellow district high school? Brainstorming ideas for 
this issue’s Focus, we asked the exact same question. It turns out that we have a lot more in common with 
our cross-town rival than we thought; 3.80 miles and 10 minutes doesn’t have much of an impact after all.

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 
2,106
AVERAGE CLASS SIZE: 18
AVERAGE ACT SCORE: 22.6
GRADUATION RATE: 92%
OFFICIAL COLORS: 
PURPLE AND WHITE

Andrew Swedberg
Class of 1982
“The biggest change I can remember is when 
Niles East closed in 1980.  We had an influx 
of students from East that changed the school 
climate for a year or so.  There were not only 
new students but teachers as well.  After the 
initial period of change, we adjusted well as all 
teenagers seem to manage.  My recollection is 
that there was not a fierce rivalry between NN 
and NW, although we did play them my senior 
year in basketball twice and beat them TWICE!  
The second time we knocked them out of the 
IHSA playoffs!”

Pankaj Sharma
Class of 1996
“My favorite memory was my honors biology 
class with Mrs. Naughton. I taught her how to 
line dance.”

Hyun Briski
Class of 1998
“I remember when we beat Niles West in foot-
ball which was exciting because it was rare at 
the time. But the teachers’ strike my junior year 
was definitely more memorable. We literally 
didn’t have to go to school and we came by to 
support our teachers.”

Liana Kosmatos 
Class of 2001
“Drivers Ed was definitely a memorable experi-
ence at Niles North! I remember all those prac-
tice sessions in the Geo Metros at Niles West. 
We loved the classes where we drove in slip-
pery conditions and tried to control the car!”

Masooma Khan
Class of 2006
“Although we were located right across from 
Old Orchard Mall (which I visited frequently 
for off campus) I would say North’s best 
features were its courtyards. I enjoyed eat-
ing lunch in the one connected to the cafeteria 
and enjoyed reading/drawing out in the one in 
between the library and art room.”

Jeff Bubley 
Class 2009
“I really enjoyed my time with the diving team. 
We became like a family and ate most of our 
meals together during season and we shared 
some hilarious moments. I still keep in touch 
with many of them and hang out with them 
over breaks.”

GEOGRAPHICAL BREAKDOWN



Niles West has been known for its 
prowess in sports. The Wolves had 

six swimmers compete at state, 
their girls varsity basketball 

team was regional champi-
ons, the West varsity poms 
qualified for state and 
a handful of wrestlers 
were part of the CSL 
All-Conference. Notable 
West athletes include 
gymnast Valerie Fung, 
basketball player Jewell 
Loyd, basketball player 
Nicole Moy, swimmer 
Konner Scott and gym-
nast Callie Sher. In the 
district, only Niles West 
offers Water Polo.
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By Maya Erf

Managing Editor

NILES WEST

-They are an online newspaper that is 
updated often.

-They don’t have a certain number of 
pages, rather they have different links 
throughout the website.

-Their website is featured in color and 
has videos and polls.

-They watch their morning announce-
ments through Niles West News.

-They have eight editors and 10 report-
ers.

-They don’t have any visible outside 
advertisements, but do advertise for school 
events.

-They release new information more 
frequently, with shorter stories.

-Their “10th Period” section gives in-
formation about after school activities. 

-People are able to comment directly 
on articles.

-They recently won the Pacemaker 
award from the National Scholastic Press 
Association.

By Mara Joaquin

Editor-in-Chief

NEWS

NILES WEST
SPORTS

By Ayana Jamal

News Editor

WEST
MEMORIES

We all know that naturally, we are expected to detest Niles West once inaugurated as a Viking. But as Niles 
North students, how much do we really know about our fellow district high school? Brainstorming ideas for 
this issue’s Focus, we asked the exact same question. It turns out that we have a lot more in common with 
our cross-town rival than we thought; 3.80 miles and 10 minutes doesn’t have much of an impact after all.

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 
2,520

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE: 19.7
AVERAGE ACT SCORE: 22.2
GRADUATION RATE: 92.1%

OFFICIAL COLORS: 
RED AND WHITE

Becky (Schnell) Tuecke 
Class of1982

“My favorite memory by far was winning 
the 1979 State Championship Girls Bas-

ketball game.  Winning state with only one 
class for the tournament in those days was a 

huge...over 670 schools were involved in this 
tournament.  All three games were televised 

on WGN which was a national station at 
that time too.  Our team got to go on the Ray 

Rayner Show and travel to Springfield to 
meet Governor Thompson.”

Glenn Gutierrez 
Class of 1994

“We (Niles West) never lost to Niles North.  
NEVER.  The best part of always winning the 
rivalry meant that the friends that I had across 

town never heard the end of it.”

Doris Dadayan 
Class of 1998

“The best thing about Niles West when I went 
there was the awesome mozzarella sticks 

from the cafeteria!!! Also, Midnight Riding 
was fun when we teepeed football players’ 

houses. It was a blast!!”

Brittney Block 
Class of 1998 

“Some of my favorite memories were be-
ing a cheerleader, cheering at football and 

basketball games, making friendships with 
the fellow cheerleaders, cheer camp, and pep 
rallies. My favorite teachers definitly left an 
impact on me; Ms. Sally Moore, Ms. Lewis 

and Maya Hulsh, who helped me during a 
very unfortunate time in my life and got me 

through junior and senior year.”

Faraz Haque
Class of 2005

“One of my favorite memories from Niles 
West was that we still had the mod system 
which were 15-minute blocks of time and 
there were about 27 mods in a day. Since 

there weren’t long periods like there are now, 
I was easily able to ditch classes during free 
mods to hang out with my friends and it was 

easier to fit classes in your schedule.”

Nimra Elahi
Class of 2009

“The principal, Mr. Osburn, would howl like 
a wolf throughout the hallways in his Niles 

West scooter. It was always amusing and 
entertaining to see that.”

Niles West has been known for its 
prowess in sports. The Wolves had 

six swimmers compete at state, 
their girls varsity basketball 

team was regional champi-
ons, the West varsity poms 
qualified for state and 
a handful of wrestlers 
were part of the CSL 
All-Conference. Notable 
West athletes include 
gymnast Valerie Fung, 
basketball player Jewell 
Loyd, basketball player 
Nicole Moy, swimmer 
Konner Scott and gym
nast Callie Sher. In the 
district, only Niles West 
offers Water Polo.

Association.

By Mara Joaquin

NILES WEST
SPORTS

GEOGRAPHICAL BREAKDOWN
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