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BOOK VS. MOVIE: BEASTLY

Celebrities wear the darndest thingsWho in the world is

On the evening of Feb-
ruary 13, the much-anticipated 
title of Best New Artist was an-
nounced at the 53rd annual 
Grammy Awards. With nomi-
nees including Justin Bieber, 
Drake, Mumford and Sons and 
Florence and the Machine, 
very view music fans expected 
the winner to be Esperanza 
Spalding. Come to think of it, 
very few fans had even heard 
her name. Now the question 
on everyone’s mind is “who is 
Esperanza Spalding?” 

This 26-year old 
jazz artist stands out be-
cause of her talent in the 
double bass, which she has 
been playing since her high 
school days. Her melodies 
are beautiful and have a 
40s jazz feeling. Her songs 
“Grooves” and “Fall In” 
are especially catchy. 
Spalding’s natural voice is 
refreshing in comparison 
to computerized vocals 
of the popular Lady Gaga 
and Miley Cyrus. 

Now the question 
that remains is how this un-
heard artist beat out even 
Justin Bieber. The answer 
is that Spalding isn’t un-
heard of at all. Her music 
style may not be popular 
in the high school age 
group, but she has made 
it big in the jazz world. 
She appeared on the 

Letterman Show and Jimmy 
Kimmel Live as early as 2008. 
Letterman even notes her as 
“the coolest guest he’s ever 
had on the show.” 

With her impressive resume 
and jazzy music, Esperanza 
Spalding definitely deserves 
her new award. “Baby,” by 
Justin Bieber may be catchy, 
but it is not nearly as beautiful 
and natural as 
Spalding’s “I 
Know You 
Know.”

I can always count on Lady 
Gaga to leave 
my jaw wide 
open by the 
end of the 
night, and 
that is ex-
actly what 
she did at 
the 2010 
MTV Vid-
eo Mu-
sic Awards 
showing up 
in a MEAT 
dress. 

Yes, her 
entire out-
fit, from 
her tower-
ing heels to 
her draping 
h e a d p i e c e , 
was made out 
of raw meat 
b r o u g h t 
s t r a i g h t 
from a lo-
cal butch-
er. 

What in the world 
would provoke anybody 
to wear 40 pounds of 
dead animal flesh to a 
Hollywood event? 

“It has many inter-
pretations but for me, 
if we don’t stand up for 
what we believe in and 
if we don’t fight for our 
rights, pretty soon we’re 
going to have as much 
rights as the meat on our 
own bones. And, I am not a 

piece of meat,” Gaga said in an 
interview.

There’s really nowhere to 
begin with the “Forget You” 
artist, Cee Lo Green, because 
he was performing along-
side muppets until Gwyneth 
Paltrow randomly came out 

of the abyss in a 
perfectly nor-
mal outfit at the 
2011 Grammy 

Awards. 
However, this is 

not about the Sesame 
Street performance. It is 
about the giant, techni-
colored costume he wore. 
W h o knew that 

they sold bird costumes 
for adults? Then again, 

I own a one-sie, but that’s be-
sides the point. 

Many think his outfit was 
a mix of a gorilla and peacock 
with the golden chest armour 

and massive feathers. Person-
ally, I don’t under- stand 
the glasses, which aren’t 

e v e n f lashy 
a n d d o n ’ t 

match the 
bling-ed out 

beanie on his 
head. Neverthe-

less, Cee Lo Green 
definitely left an 

impression in my 
head with his 
wacky ward-

robe.
I f 

a n y -
b o d y 

c a n explain 
K e $ h a ’ s o u t f i t , 

please let me k n o w . 
I’ve been try- i n g 
for hours. 
But I’ll take a shot at it anyway. 
Let’s begin by a deep analysis 
of what she is wearing on her 
head. I have NEVER seen any-
body with a cat on their head. 
Maybe a Photoshopped one, 
but not a real one.  And I un-
derstand that she’s into the 

whole face painting idea, but 
the glitter and fishnets make 

her look like a wanna-be 
snake. Ke$ha needs  

to make 
up her 
m i n d . 
Like I 

a l w a y s 
tell my 

good friend 
Alissa, you’re 

either a cheetah or 
lizard, not both.

By Jocelyn Warner
Reporter

By Rachel Spector
Creative Director

Esperanza Spalding?

Heard of a little fairytale called Beauty and the Beast? No matter how you retell this story, 
whether the setting is in medieval France or modern-day New York City, the story remains rela-
tively the same: an arrogant guy gets turned into a beast and in order to break his curse he must 
find someone to love him. Sounds familiar, right?

Alex Flinn’s modern retelling of the classic tale, the novel Beastly was released in 2007 and was 
well received by critics. Thus, a film was then contracted to be produced and on March 4, the movie 
adaptation, starring Alex Pettyfer of I Am Number Four and Vanessa Hudgens of High School 
Musical was released.

In both the novel and the film, the wealthy, handsome, but extremely arrogant Kyle Kingsbury 
(whose name was changed to Kyle Kingson in the movie) rules his high school and picks on the new 
ugly, Goth girl in his class, Kendra Hilferty. After inviting her to a dance to which he already has a 
date, Kyle learns that Kendra is a witch. In revenge, she turns him into a gruesome monster, telling 
him he can only break the curse if he finds someone to love him. Kyle then spends almost a year in 
seclusion trying to cope with his curse. One night this changes when Kyle sees a drug dealer terror-
izing an addict. Kyle rescues the junkie, on the condition that the addict allow his daughter Lindy, 
Kyle’s high school classmate, to stay at Kyle’s home. Lindy, though displeased that she is forced to 
live with a stranger, befriends Kyle and falls for him (after a rocky start). 

The book and the movie, though sharing the same basic plots, have quite drastic differences. 
The movie omits the humorous chat room moments Kyle has with Mr. Anderson and other trans-
formed fairytale creatures such as the Little Mermaid, the Frog Prince and the prince turned grizzly 
bear from “Snow White and Rose Red.” Further, the movie changes the strong-willed, bookish, red-
headed and supposedly plain-looking Linda Owens (Lindy)  into the less realistic and more “Bel-
la-Swan-meets-Gabriella-Montez” Hudgens portrayal of Linda Taylor. In addition, in the movie, 
Kyle’s appearance is not as “beastly” as in the book; he only has tattoos and a couple of cuts in the 
film, but looks relatively human. However, in the book, he really transforms into a beastly tiger-like 
creature.

The movie does, however, visually show the magic that the book depicts, incorporating many 
panoramic views of Manhattan and portraying a visually appealing contrast between dark and light 
themes. The movie captures the imagination and spark of the novel. 

Personally, I believe the book trumps the movie.
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By Mara Joaquin
Editor-in-Chief
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Inception
Academy Awards: Cinematography, Sound 

Editing, Sound Mixing, Visual Effects
The summer blockbuster Inception left its 

viewers puzzled long enough after its release to 
be adamantly remembered during Oscars sea-
son. The film, starring Leonardo DiCaprio, is in-
credibly imaginative and original. Director and 
writer Christopher Nolan (The Dark Knight) 
does an outstanding job with the film; as he 
brings you into each level of dreaming the story 
becomes more and more complex, requiring 
and captivating your full attention. DiCaprio, as 
always, does a wonderful performance as Dom 
Cobb, the expert dream thief that embarks on 
a mission of inception inside Robert Fischer’s 
(Cillian Murphy) mind in order to conquer his 
own dreams and return to his past life. Addi-
tionally, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Ellen Page and 
Tom Hardy make for a strong supporting cast. 
The film is an overall outstanding work, sure to 
leave its viewers mesmerized and obsessed.

The Social Network
Academy Awards: Film Editing, Music (Orig-

inal Score), Writing (Adapted Screenplay)
A brilliant screenplay and storyline high-

light this chronicle of the founding of Face-
book. Writer Aaron Sorkin (A Few Good Men) 
does an exceptional job of adapting Ben Mez-
rich’s book and Jesse Eisenberg matches it in 
his performance as Mark Zuckerberg. The film 
recounts Zuckerberg’s disputed creation of Fa-
cebook and his consequential rise to power, as 
well as his multiple legal and personal com-
plications on the way. Justin Timberlake and 
Andrew Garfield add well-done roles as the 
Napster inventor Sean Parker and Facebook 
co-founder Eduardo Saverin, respectively. The 
film has an interesting storyline and appeals to 
a wide audience, making it enjoyable in many 
aspects for its viewers. It is an important story 
of our time to be told, and certainly does that 

E x p l o r i n g  Y o u T u b e

The Chicago Code  captures attention of Windy City

Which Oscar winners to watch
service in a pleasurable fashion. 

The King’s Speech
Academy Awards: Best Picture, Actor in 

a Leading Role, Directing, Writing (Original 
Screenplay)

The most successful winner at this year’s 
Academy Awards, The King’s Speech is the 
story of King George VI’s unexpected ascension 
to the throne, as well as his battle against his 
speech impediment. Following his brother’s ab-
dication, Bertie (Colin Firth) reluctantly takes 
the throne in a time of war; yet his bothersome 
stammer makes him both self-conscious and 
considered unfit to be king. Geoffrey Rush of-
fers a wonderful performance as Lionel Logue, 
the king’s Australian speech therapist. Likewise, 
Helena Bonham Carter plays Bertie’s wife, Eliz-
abeth, quite beautifully. The film is a magnifi-
cent combination of great acting, directing and 
writing, and deserves every bit of the recogni-
tion and reward that it has gathered. 

The Fighter
Academy Awards: Actor in a Supporting 

Role, Actress in a Supporting Role
The Fighter and the story of Mickey and 

Dickie Eklund is a relatively basic one; it re-
volves around Mickey’s (Mark Wahlberg) road 
to the welterweight championship bout from a 
small town near Boston and the drama that oc-
curs along the way. Yet the story separates itself 
because its characters and drama have a real-
ness to them that is both uncanny and palpable. 
Wahlberg gives a sincere performance as the 
quiet boxer, while Christian Bale (who was of-
fered the role of Dickie after both Matt Damon 
and Brad Pitt passed on it) is flawless as Mick-
ey’s drug addict of an older brother. Amy Ad-
ams (who was nominated for Best Supporting 
Actress, but did not win) does a wonderful job 
as Mickey’s supportive girlfriend, and Melissa 
Leo (who won the award) shines as Mickey and 
Dickie’s mother. Great acting and an authen-
tic storyline make The Fighter an outstanding 
film. 

By Sarah Horton
Verve Editor

Chicagoans have long-
awaited a televison series set 
in the Windy City, and it 
has finally arrived in the 
the form of crime drama, 
The Chicago Code.

The new show fol-
lows officers of the 
Chicago Po-
lice Depart-
ment, and 
stars Jason 

Clark, Jennifer Beals and Matt 
Lauria.

Clark plays veteran homi-
cide detective, Jarek Wysocki,  
who leads the special unit 
fighting corruption in the city.  
Wysocki leads a “lone-wolf” 
lifestyle, and is unable to keep 
a permanent partner.

Beals plays Teresa Colvin, 
the city’s first female superin-
tendent.  Colvin was Wysocki’s 
o n e - t i m e 

partner, and she gives him first 
pick of cases.

Wysocki’s lastest partner is 
the young and charming ho-
micide detective, Caleb Evers, 
played by Lauria.

The Chicago Code is a sur-
prisingly fresh show, given the 
number of crime dramas al-
ready on the air.  Its focus on 
corruption in the city gives it a 

new spin that sets it 
apart from other 

comparable shows.
The episodes consistently 

feature the most action I’ve 
seen on any cop show.  While 
a lot of long-running shows 
have started slowing down, 
The Chicago Code is picking 
up their slack.

For people familiar with 
Chicago, this show has addi-
tional entertainment value. I 
find myself carefully studying 
every scene, trying to recog-

nize their locations. Despite 
the fact that the series has cre-
ated a fictional Irish mob in 
the city, it manages to sustain 
a distinct Chicagoan feel.

Of the plethora of new 
shows flooding our televisions 
these days, The Chica-
go Code is without a 
doubt the one you 
need to see.

By Warren D’Souza
Guest Contributor

It goes without saying that 
Youtube is the greatest in-
vention of mankind since the 
telephone and bacon. The in-
finite array of viewable ma-
terial never fails to blow my 
mind– from detailed “how to 
change a tire” videos to Lady 
Gaga’s newest single. I have 
attempted to summarize the 
interminable extent of You-
tube into a small list of my 
favorite channels, diversify-
ing from education to music 
to slapstick humor, in an at-
tempt to revolutionize your 
Internetting experience.

1. Khan Academy (www.
youtube.com/user/khana-
cademy): Armed with a Doo-
dle notepad and a Youtube 
channel, Salman Khan began 
posting videos in 2004 on 
various school subjects that 
soon blossomed into an en-
tire not-for-profit organiza-
tion supported by Bill Gates, 
with over 2,100 educational 
videos. This YouTube channel 
is effectively an online school 
with subject matter ranging 
from biology, finance, history 
and every branch of math you 
can name. In each short vid-
eo, Khan provides a brief yet 
insightful overview of the les-
son and then completes some 
sample problems in colorful 
pixels, resulting in an incred-
ibly educational experience. 

2.Engineering Guy 
(www.youtube.com/user/
engineerguyvideo): This You-
tube channel is run by Bill 
Hammack, an engineering 
professor at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign. The channel provides 
scientific answers to ques-
tions you may have never 
asked yourself: How do the 
pop-tabs on soda cans really 
work? How have chairs be-
come an integral part of soci-
ety? Professor Hammack has 
answers to all these questions 
and more in his humorous 
and educational depictions of 
the engineering magnificence 
behind everyday items.

3. Nuclear Blast Re-
cords (www.youtube.com/
user/nuclearblasteurope): 
This is my transition from 
educational videos to musi-
cally insane videos because 
this channel is best suited for 
the metalheads reading this 
article. Nuclear Blast Records 
publicizes the best of Europe-
an metal music, which is my 
favorite genre. Nuclear Blast 
bands break the normal metal 
stereotype by supplementing 
delicious vocals with obscure 
instruments (like bagpipes) 
and ethereal lyrics that split 
from the heavy guitar norm. 
Even if you’re not a metal-
head, it’s never too late to gain 
an appreciation for this often 
misunderstood genre.

4. Failblog (www.you-
tube.com/user/failblog): 
While suffering through in-
tense homework loads at 1 
a.m., sometimes I would love 
to see nothing else but the 
pain of another person. The 
good people at Failblog sat-
isfy my desire for laughing at 
others’ expense. If you enjoy 
watching people trip, acciden-
tally destroy valuable things 
or embarrass themselves like 
on America’s Funniest Home 
Videos, then Failblog is the 
place for you. Short clips doc-
ument the epitome of failure 
in humanity, so you can laugh 
at the man who accidentally 
launched himself into a pile 
of questionable fluids while 
temporarily forgetting about 
the grade-determining essay.

By Tommy Dixon
Reporter
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