
A few weeks ago, you might see clusters of 10, 
15 or even 50 students standing around in the 
hallway during homeroom, conversing, copying 
and even canoodling. Such sights are no more. 

With the new homeroom swipe system, the 
hallways have become somewhat of a racetrack, 
filled with students of all grades frantically try-
ing to avoid an unnecessary detention. Deans 
and security are stationed at every main hallway, 
armed with electronic scanners that can print you 
out a detention faster than you can say “We are 
one.” Some of us whose homerooms are in close 
proximity to our third period class are relatively 
unaffected by the new system, while others who 
have to travel across the school to homeroom find 
themselves increasingly burdened by the rules. 
Regardless of the effect the new system has had 
from student to student, the dynamic of Niles 
North between 10:26 and 10:41 has definitely changed. 

The swipe system was put into effect to first and foremost control the amount 
of students in the hallways during homeroom, which it has done quite effectively. 
According to the administration, it is important for students to be in homeroom 
because they receive essential information in homeroom via the announcements 
or any other mail that is delivered to them at that time. Makes enough sense, 
right? Well, the system does at some point contradict itself; it’s set up in such a 
way that if you are caught you find yourself traveling from one hallway to another 
in order to receive a very unnecessary 20-minute detention.

 This process, though it may seem efficient in theory due to the fine technol-
ogy devoted to it, is actually quite lengthy relative to the 10-minute duration of 
homeroom. Instead of hurrying to class and being maybe one to two minutes 
late, you are now at least five minutes late (assuming you didn’t complain tire-
lessly to your dean) with a detention in hand. Due to the new swipe system, it is 
entirely possible that you have missed the bulk of the vital information on the 
morning announcements, most notably that Dance Marathon will be holding a 
bake sale tomorrow.

Perhaps the system does control the amount of students who cut homeroom 
and walk around the hallways chatting nois-

ily, but does the cut system not regulate 
that well enough? It should be up to the 

homeroom teachers to regulate their 
students’ tardiness and attendance, 

and it should be up to them to as-
sign detentions where they see fit. 

With the new swipe system, we 
perhaps see a continuing trend 

of power in the hands of the 
administration instead of 

the teachers.
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Senior comic artist, Sarah Horton, knows the stresses of taking the ACT. Here’s her take on the dreaded test:

Hassle in the hallways: 
Homeroom tardies
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This country was founded by a group of white, 
Christian Europeans who fled their country due to 
religious persecution. Upon the creation of this nation,  
they granted the freedom and guaranteed the right for 
every citizen to practice whatever religion they choose. 
However, this isn’t always the case. 

We see pieces of Christianity in many parts of our 
society. Those who testify in court must swear to tell 
“the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help them God”—all while swearing over the Bible. 
When reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, we pledge to 
be loyal to “one nation under God.” But this pledge 
can cause controversy as to whose god is watching 
over us—is it my own God, the Jewish God? Is it Al-
lah? Jesus? Is something watching over us at all? Now 
the Illinois State Senate has found yet another way to 
sneak religion into our daily routine by mandating 
that all students and staff take a moment at the start 

of each school day to pray or reflect silently.
The Founding Fathers declared that “Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” However, the 
members of the 96th General Assembly of the State of Illinois disregarded this de-
cree when they approved the Silent Reflection and Student Prayer Act. Judging by 
the legislation’s title, they don’t care because the title even says that the purpose of 
this law is for prayer.

These bills are available online for anybody to view, so I went on to the Illinois 
General Assembly’s website to see for myself what exactly this legislation is about 
and why it’s so controversial. I was surprised to find that though the title and certain 
conditions of this law have been changed, you can still see the older draft since the 
revisions are struck through with a line instead of being deleted. Illinois state legisla-
tors have been defending the law saying that its purpose isn’t actually for prayer; it’s 
really a calming mechanism for students to take a moment and reflect on whatever 
they want to reflect on. However, when viewing the bill online, one can clearly see 
that the law priorly stated that the moment “shall be […] for silent prayer.” Who do 
these lawmakers think they’re trying to fool? This law, though its current form states 
that it’s not for silent prayer, is obviously the same law from two years ago that caused 
such controversy because it clearly stated that it WAS for silent prayer!

It’s not just the fact that these legislators honestly think that they can get 
away with this violation of students’ civil lib-
erties that bothers me. It’s that they’ve 
wasted so much valuable time, money, 
and effort on a bill that’s clearly in 
violation of the first amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and that 
wastes students’ and teachers’ class 
time. Congress should stop wasting 
time on ridiculous time-wasters 
like this one and focus on issues 
like reducing the state’s deficit, 
improving our transportation 
systems or  even refining our 
educational system. But as 
long as the general assembly 
is going to continue to waste 
time with pointless bills in-
stead of actually dealing 
with important issues, 
it looks like stu-
dents may actually 
need this moment of 
silence to pray that we 
get better lawmakers in 
the next election.
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Tips for taking the ACT:
1. Take practice tests 
the weeks before the 
test
2. Make sure to get a 
good night’s sleep the 
day before testing
3. Eat breakfast before 
testing
4. Wear layers just in 
case it’s either too hot 
or too cold in the room
5. RELAX! You can take 
the test as many times 
you want!
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Later...During the test..
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Let’s play a free-association 
game. I’ll start with 9:44 a.m.

If you said lunchtime, then 
you’re about as thoroughbred 
a Viking as they come.

For those of you less in touch 
with your Nordic roots, here’s a 
quick recap. Niles North High 
School has five available lunch 
periods, the latest of which is 
seventh period, from 1:07 to 
1:49 p.m., and the earliest of 
which is third period, from 9:44 
t o  1 0 : 2 6 a.m.

I  w o n ’ t 
r a n t  o n 
about how 
nobody is 
actually 
h u n -
gry for 
lunch 
at 10 

in the morn-

By Rachel Burton
Guest Contributor

Late breakfast or early dinner? The pros and 
cons of 3rd period lunch and 8th period lunch 

ing; the period acts as more of a 
glorified study hall with access 
to the cafeteria. But while at 
best the period is yet another 
laughable eccentricity of Niles 
North, at worst, it’s a serious 
scheduling error. Third period 
falls before homeroom, mean-
ing that any announcements 
given in homeroom pertaining 
to the lunch periods come after 
one of those periods is already 
over. Few would lament the 
missing of a bake-sale, true, 
but what about a counselor ap-
pointment? The whole system 
reeks of potential scheduling 
problems.

Ditching a lunch period al-
together seems out of the ques-
tion, but who says that getting 
rid of a lunch period is the only 
way to fix the system? What 
if our third period lunch was 
replaced with an eighth period 
lunch? Sure, a lunch running 
from 1:54 to 2:36 would be 
a bit on the late side, but on 
the whole it seems like a more 
reasonable time for lunch than 
the alternative. The cafeteria 
would still only need to deal 
with students for five periods, 
making it no more costly than 
third period lunch, and any 
nasty homeroom-before-lunch 
conflicts would be solved.

W h i l e 
early morn-
ing lunches 
often leave 
s t u d e n t s 
h u n g r y 
enough 
to want 
to  buy 
a n d 
eat snacks 
during later classes, 
students with later lunches 
would only be encouraged to 
eat healthier and more filling 
breakfasts. Furthermore, for 
students with after school jobs 
or athletics, an early dinner 
might be out of the question. 
A late lunch would help en-
sure that these students don’t 
preform poorly due to being 
hungry.

Switching up the lunch 
schedule would be complicated, 
messy, and generally annoying, 
of course. But it’s not as though 
our school hasn’t switched 
around crazy schedules before. 
Remember mods, anyone? 
And, while any big switch is 
likely to be difficult at first, our 
Viking adaptability is not to be 
underestimated. So let’s take 
up a new conquest: A lunch 
period that isn’t ridiculously 
early in the morning.
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If you want to write your own 60 
Second Rant, submit a 100 word 
paragraph concerning any school 
appropriate topic about Niles 
North, being a teenager, parents, 
friends or just life in general to 
northstarnewspaper@gmail.com!

Emmett Barr
Sophomore

E v e r y o n e 
makes mistakes

Anya ToledoSophomoreSophomore

By Brett Nagel
Business Manager

Emanuel election promises change for Chicago

As announced a month ago, 
the city of Chicago has a new 
mayor – Rahm Emanuel, Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s former 

White House Chief of Staff. 
Emanuel won over 55 percent 
of votes, obviously far surpass-
ing mayoral candidate and 
Chicago Public Schools chief 
Superintendent Gary Chico.

Chicago’s 2011 election was 
the first in 64 years to not have 
a sitting mayor on the ballot. 
Preceding mayor, Richard M. 
Daley, had been in office for 21 
years, announncing his retire-
ment last year.

“You sure know how to make 
a guy feel at home,” Emanuel 
said as he opened his remarks 
to a local union hall packed 
with supporters on election 

night. “Tonight, we are moving 
forward the only way we truly 
can — together, as one city, 
with one future. Today is only 
the beginning. That’s my sense, 
and I know it’s your sense. We 
have not won anything until a 
kid can go to school thinking 
of their studies and not their 
safety. Until the parent of that 
child is speaking of their work 
and not where they’re going 
to find work, we have not won 
anything.”

Emanuel’s mayoral race was 
not an easy one. A residency 
battle waged for months and 
threatened to keep Emanuel 

off the ballot until the Illinois 
Supreme Court ruled in his 
favor in January. There were 
charges that Emanuel was too 
“outsidery” for the Windy City’s 
liking, though Emanuel is an 
Albany Park native himself. 
And while the record $11.9 mil-
lion he raised from Wall Street 
to Hollywood helped propel 
him to office, it certainly didn’t 
help him in the “outsidery” 
debate.  

Though lacking the support 
of Richard Daley that Chico, a 
former aid had, Emanuel was 
backed by his legion of sup-
porters, including state repre-

Model UN: No, 
we’re NOT models
Miriam Prosnitz
Senior

Does homework not 
matter anymore?

sentative Jan Schakowsky and 
President Obama. 

A former Illinois State Rep-
resentative in the fifth con-
gressional district, Emanuel 
stepped down from his position 
in the Obama administration 
as Chief of Staff on January 
2, 2009. He was succeeded by 
former political consultant Pete 
Rouse on October 1, 2010.

Emanuel has already cited 
reforming tax-increment fi-
nancing districts, improving 
grant management and estab-
lishing public-private partner-
ships as part of his plans for his 
time in office.




