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like good fun for a good cause 
and I laughed safely from the 
sidelines, blissfully overlooked 
by students.

This all changed two weeks 
ago when senior Fadi Kreisheh 
asked me to shave my head 
for $500. His question cut 
to the core of my being: am 
I an altruist or a narcissist? I 
searched my soul, looked my-
self in the mirror (for reasons 
of introspection of course!), 
and…bemoaned the loss of my 
hair. Accuse me of possessing a 
Samson complex, but shaving 
my head seemed just a little 
too extreme.

But I hear the naysayers 
naying: altruism isn’t supposed 
to be easy, charity requires 
sacrifice!  And this, of course, 
is right.  But within the context 
of my head-shaving quandary, 
this is also a little insane.  So 
what to do? I reach back all 
the way to kindergarten and 
remember what Ms. Krupa told 
my class: your actions affect 
others, for better and worse.  I 
silently curse Ms. Krupa and 
Fadi Kreisheh and conclude—at 
least a little begrudgingly—that 
I’ll shave my head for charity.  
But $500? Charity requires 
sacrifice and 
$500 is a 
mere pit-
tance. I’m 
willing to 
do it, but in 
the slightly 
modified words 
of Bob Barker, the price better 
be right!

“Do you support charitable 
acts?” hardly seems a ques-

tion worthy of 
debate.  Over 
t h e  y e a r s 
I’ve known 
students to 
p u s h  o n e 
another up 

against lockers 
debating the arguments of Pro-
Life or Pro-Choice, Obama or 
McCain, the Cubs or the Sox, 
Gatsby or Beloved. But char-
ity?  Everyone supports charity, 
right?  Well, recent events have 
caused me to conclude that the 
answer isn’t as simple as I pre-
viously thought.

The Dare Your Teacher cam-
paign was launched in 2008 
to great fanfare and success.  
Teachers and administrators 
were dared to perform poten-
tially humiliating acts in the 
spirit of charity. I vaguely recall 
former principal Robert Free-
man being dared to shave his 
trademark moustache, math 
teacher Ankur Joshi to dress 
slovenly for a day, and student 
activities director Kevin Mona-
han to endure all forms of un-
fortunate abuse.  This seemed 

By Daniel Horyn
Guest Contributor

Altruism isn’t supposed to 
be easy: Dare your teacher

What would you dare your teacher to do?

To actually eat the 
school cafeteria food.
 -Matt Sund
 Sophomore

To dress up like a girl (if 
it’s a guy teacher) for one day.
 -Tehreem Jamal
 Senior

To shave all of 
their hair off.

-Sam Eisenberg
 Freshman

To wear a banana 
suit to school!

-Onella Piyatilake
 Junior

For more on Dare Your Teacher, see pg. 10
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We all were or are freshmen. 
Being new, small (for some of 
us) and never winning the spirit 
stick is what being a freshman 
means to most of us. But what 
about the rest of freshmen 
year? The first year of high 
school can be more than just 
being a small freshman. This 
year is my best so far and not 
just because it’s my only year 
of high school. 

Freshmen are fuel to clubs 
and sports. If you are a fresh-
man and have not joined a 
club yet, they want you. Clubs 
always need new recruits, so 
find a club you are interested 
in and just show up. Clubs 
want freshmen because they 
will be part of the club’s com-
munity for the next three years. 
By sophomore year there will 
be new freshmen and you will 
not be one of them. Sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors can 
still join clubs. However, many 
clubs and sports, especially the 

By Ethan Brown
Reporter

By Ethan Brown

Once upon a time, we were all freshmen
competitive ones, prefer fresh-
men because of the time they 
can contribute. Freshman year 
is the best time to join clubs, 
sports, and activities.

Another great part of fresh-
man year is meeting new 
people. Freshmen from Old 
Orchard, Golf, McCracken 
and East Prairie walked into 
North and became one class. 
When I came to North I knew 
only a few people from middle 
school. However, I didn’t ever 
feel alone or excluded. Instead, 
I found it easy to make friends. 
By now, I barely remember that 
our class was once many differ-
ent schools. 

Being a freshman also means 
feeling awkward. Walking 
through an unfamiliar hallway 
can be disconcerting. As fresh-
men we all have had to ask 
security where our next class 
is. And to make matters more 
confusing, high school is huge. 
Though it was a slow process, 
we all became able to navigate 

the hallways. Now, most of 
us have become used to high 
school. 

Our freshman class is been 
the first to use the netbooks. 
We are the guinea pigs of this 
big technology project. The 
netbooks were supposed to be 
a great addition to our learn-
ing experience. How have they 
turned out? They’re pretty use-
less. I use mine to play games 
more than anything. Most 
people I’ve talked with agree 
with me. And it gives us one 
more reason to avoid paying 
attention in class. In my opin-
ion, the netbooks are not very 
useful. The upside of netbooks? 
Free computers.

Freshman year is not just 
an intro into a better three 
years of high school. It can be 
the first of a great four years. 
There are clubs to join, friends 
to make and a great community 
at North.

“Meeting new people.”- senior Alex DeJarnett

“Barely
 getting

 any home-

work 
during 

the week”- 

sophom
ore Paul 

Regach
o“Finding my new best friend”

-sophomore Rupal Desai

“You feel older and more 
mature”
-junior Fabiola Robledo

“Finding my passion for
 

art.”
-junior Kyle Rosenberg

What was your 
favorite part of 

freshman year?




