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Niles North physical education students are no strangers to in-
formal gender separation, but a series of changes that have come 
this year has prompted a formal separation for next year’s freshman 
class. During several units, such as swimming, some students have 
been unable to participate for religious or personal reasons. Rather 
than allowing individual student exceptions, the district has decided 
to implement gender-separate classes starting next year for fresh-
men in an attempt to maintain standard attendance during these 
units. As Physical Welfare Director Paul Swanson explained, “the 
change is just to provide a more uniform and formal method of 
achieving our participation goals within the curriculum.” 
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Dr. Nanciann Gatta, su-
perintendent of District 219, 
delivered her third annual 
budget address to all District 
employees during the late 
start on March 1.  Gatta mainly 
spoke about how the Board 
plans to accomplish its goals. 
Here are some highlights:

•Board goal 1: Invest in 
the core. The restructuring 
plan eliminates several courses 
in order to streamline courses, 
staff courses more efficiently 
and, by eliminating grade 
weight II classes, push students 
into more rigorous courses to 
better prepare them for college. 
“When a student moves into a 
[grade weight III] class, we’ve 
literally altered their destiny,” 
Gatta said. The Board is invest-
ing in lower class sizes for core 
subjects so teachers can “work 
to address the needs of a more 
diverse class of learners.”

•Board goal 2: Common 
curriculum and assessment. 
Gatta announced that the 
District administered the first 
common final exam to all 
freshman courses, employing 
the new updates to the Pinna-
cle Curriculum Assistant soft-
ware which allows teachers to 
analyze each item by student, 
course or learning target.

•Board goal 3: Anywhere 
anytime learning. Gatta report-
ed that the rollout of the net-
books has “gone smoother than 
anticipated” and that freshmen 
appreciate the advantages that 
come with them.

•Board goal 4: Capital 
improvement. The Board plans 
to invest in improvements and 
maintenance for the District’s 
existing facilities. “We become 
the model facility […] because 
we actively plan and pursue 
improvements on a year-to-
year basis,” Gatta said. This 
spring, the District is entering 
year three of the Board’s five- 
year plan for improvement.

•Board goal 5: Power-
ful partnerships. In order to 
ensure strong partnerships 
with all District 219 parents, 
the District is investing more 
in the ELL parent center, the 
improvements to students’ 
ILP, and other communication 
processes utilized by parents.

Agreement saves tenured teachers’ jobs
As reported in our February 

issue, the Board of Education is 
redirecting the District’s funds 
in accordance with their five-
year plan to invest more in the 
core areas of math, science and 
English. This adjustment in 
funding led to the initial need 
for a reduction in force (RIF) 
of 10 tenured teachers.

Through a long and rocky 
process of negotiation, the 
Niles Township Federation 
of Teachers (NTFT) finally 
voted to approve an agreement 
March 21 that will save the 
jobs of the 10 tenured teach-

ers originally threatened. The 
District 219 Board of Education 
also ratified the impact bar-
gaining agreement at its March 
21 meeting.

Six out of the 10 once en-
dangered tenured teachers are 
from the Physical Welfare Dept. 
(PW). According to the agree-
ment, there will be no RIFs of 
tenured teachers in the PW 
Dept. until 2016-2017. In addi-
tion, “the 22 most senior mem-
bers of PW will be permanently 
protected from RIFs.”

The remaining members of 
the PW Dept. “will be given 

until the 2016-2017 school 
year to re-certify in other ar-
eas” so  they can teach in other 
departments. The District will 
reimburse teachers (no more 
than a total sum of $30,000 per 
year) for all courses taken while 
working towards additional 
certification.

Teachers in the PW Dept. 
may also be required to teach 
six classes in a regular work day 
as a result of the preliminary 
agreement. PW teachers who 
serve as a head or assistant 
coach for three sports in the 
District may waiver out and 

only be assigned five classes.
The other four teachers ini-

tially at risk, from the Applied 
Science and Technology (AS&T) 
Dept., will also be spared from 
this round of RIFs. Should the 
Board decide to have more RIFs 
in the future in the AS&T Dept., 
RIFs will be made through at-
trition (meaning positions will 
not be refilled once a teacher 
retires or resigns) until the 
2015-2016 school year.

The agreement also outlines 
that “future RIFs of tenured 
teachers will be phased in with 
at least 12 months notice.”
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On March 11, a 9.0-magnitude earthquake shook the eastern shores of Japan, causing destructive tsunami waves to devastate 
the country’s coastal cities, killing thousands and leaving thousands more homeless and in the midst of the debris and shambles 
of the lives they once knew.  Known as the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, named after the region most directly affected by 
the disaster, the tragic event was caused by shifts of undersea plates creating one of the strongest earthquakes Japan has felt in the 
last 140 years. Eastern port cities such as Sendai were bombarded with 33-foot waves. 

Sophomore Michelle Tanaka, who has cousins in Tokyo and Nagoya, said that though they were not directly affected by the 
devastation, “they are just trying to continue with their lives, but they are constantly worried for their loved ones who might have 
been affected by this turmoil. They lived so close that it could have happened to them.”

Senior Joy Sugihara’s grandmother, who also lives near Tokyo, told her family in Skokie that the effects of the event were so 
terrible in the areas near the city. Sugihara said her grandmother “could not find the words to describe them in English; she had to 
explain it to us in Japanese.”

Though the tsunami itself is over, its effects have devastated the nation: flooded homes, landslides, fires, infrastructure damage, 
loss of thousands of lives, thousands of people declared injured or missing, millions trying to cope with lack of electricity, water, 
food, shelter and transportation, and even explosions and radiation leaks at two nuclear power plants. Now, people worry about 
avoiding the effects of radiation as well as the massive damage done to their homes.

“One morning I woke up, and turned computer on and saw weather alert on a Japanese website,” junior Hana Yaginuma, whose 
mother, sister, and extended family were in Japan at the time of the tsunami, said. “I thought it was just normal sized earthquake, 
but I looked at every video, and I was shocked. The damage was massive.”

Relief has come to Japan from numerous places all over the world, from the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the In-
ternational Medical Corps and more. To raise awareness and funds for relief for those affected by this catastrophic event the Niles 
North, WHO (We Help Others) Club hosted a bake sale on March 22. 
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