
While most high school 
students dedicate themselves 
to one or two main activities, 
some students defy the odds 
in an effort to explore all their 
opportunities. From sports to 
music to art to community ser-
vice, three North students in 
particular pursue and discover 
their passions through getting 
involved.

Throughout high school, 
sophomore Lillian Wong has 
immersed herself in a spec-
trum of different activities. In 
school she has participated in 
gymnastics, Dance Marathon, 
orchestra, Relay for Life, track, 
cross-country, diving and 
choir. Outside of school, she 
has taken private violin lessons 
and group orchestra lessons at 
Northwestern University.

Wong initially decided to get 

involved because she wanted to 
have no regrets when it came 
to high school. She recognized 
the multiple positive aspects to 
becoming involved.

Wong said, “For Dance 
Marathon and Relay for Life, 
I get to help fundraise for a 
cause while having a blast. 
From these activities, I learn to 
interact with others and have a 
good time. I also learn sports-
manship and how to support 
the people on my team from 
sports. All these activities are 
very fun and exciting.”

While senior Anthony Pavel 
also has a wide range of activity 
involvement, most of his life is 
surrounded around his passion 
for music.

Pavel said, “The majority of 
my activities involve music and 
singing. I absolutely love those 
two things. I enjoy performing 
and singing in front of crowds 

and the more I do it, the better 
and more experienced I get.”

Pavel has been heavily in-
volved in Take One, Chorale, 
Choral Board, choir, jazz IMEA, 
IMEA Honors Choir, the Va-
riety Show, and has played 
the lead in various musicals. 
He has also auditioned for 
American Idol and America’s 
Got Talent. Other than music 
related endeavors, he has been 
a part of PALS and soccer.

Junior Linda Jung is an-
other who can identify with 
expansive extracurricular in-
volvement, having been a part 
of soccer, Pep Band, Impact, 
Auroris, Dance Marathon and 
Point tutoring. 

Jung explained all these 
activities helped her improve 
her endurance, motivation, 
leadership, confidence and 
determination. “I have been 
able to meet so many different 

people and give back to the 
school. It has been a win-win 
situation for me,” she said.

Pavel also explained how his 
experiences have developed his 
social skills, have allowed him 
to forge lasting friendships and 
have significantly broadened 
his future opportunities as a 
result.

While these students have 
taken a lot away from all their 
activities, it did not come with-
out a cost. They all have em-
phasized the extreme impor-
tance of time management.

Wong said, “Manage your 
time wisely. If you don’t, then 
you’ll be tired out very quick-
ly.”

“It can get very frustrating 
and stressful,” Jung further 
explained. “It was hard at first, 
but I figured out a way to bal-
ance my schedule. I definitely 
learned something that will 

help me in the future.”
Pavel also recognized the 

rigor involved with juggling 
time, “Some days I leave the 
house at 7:30 a.m. and don’t 
get home till about 9:30 p.m.,” 
Pavel said. “Yes, these activi-
ties do take a lot of time out of 
my social life and free time, but 
I do it all because I love it and 
it makes me very happy.”

All these students highly 
encourage others to pursue 
their own interests.

Pavel said, “The earlier and 
more you get involved, the 
more fun and fulfilling your 
high school experience will 
be.”

Wong agreed, but also em-
phasized not overextending 
oneself, which she explained is 
easy to do. She said, “See what 
you’re getting yourself into. 
Once you make a commitment, 
it’s hard to get out of it.”
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Niles North revived a competitive Debate Club this 
fall for the first time in 17 years. Led by social studies 
para-professional John Tryneski, this five-member 
group has competed in statewide regional high school-
level competitions in Michigan and Minnesota already 
this year. 

The Debate Club holds practices on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and attends competitions on the weekends. 
The club routinely performs in mostly novice rounds, 
divided into six two-hour sections, in competitions. 
Juniors Shivani Patel and Diana Edmond already have 
participated at the varsity level.

“Traveling with the team has definitely been 

the most fun for all of us,” Edmond says. “I think we’ll 
do better than we have so far this year already. Tourna-
ments are becoming more successful.” 

Each year a topic for high school debate clubs and 
teams is announced and guides debaters in what to 
focus on, this year’s being whether or not President 
Barack Obama should pull U.S. troops out of countries 
such as South Korea, Japan, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq 
and Turkey. 

The topic changes each debate season and usu-
ally focuses on social or political issues in the United 
States. The team forms speeches based around the 
annual topic and debates from there.

“Our first tournament was more of a learning ex-
perience than anything,” Tryneski says. “We haven’t 

had much success since, but we hope to improve. Our 
goal for second semester is definitely to compete in 
the elimination rounds at the state tournament this 
year.”

The Illinois high school debate tournament takes 
place each year in March. More than a dozen teams 
compete in the event, most of them from northern 
Illinois and the Chicago area. 

The team receives help from assistant debate coach-
es from Northwestern University on the weekends. 
Tryneski hopes to have debaters attend camps held at 
universities and get other students involved. 

“It’s a learning process,” Tryneski says. “But we’re 
really starting to see our talents improve. We also have 
seen several freshman join for second semester.”

Silent no more: Novice debaters speak out

Students (above) from Filipino Club 
dance for ALCUSH classes and members 
of the community during a Coming 
Together in Skokie performance. 
Jared Solger (bottom middle) speaks 
about his experiences conversing 
with senior citizens about growing up.

(Above) A group of Filipino Club 
students participate in Tinikling 
dancing. Griffin Schaps (top middle) 
talks with a community member 
about what it was like to grow up 
when she was young during the 
Coming Together in Skokie event.
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Niles North choir intro-
duced a new twist to their 
usual vocal performances with 
middle school choir members 
integrated into the Feb. 9 con-
cert for the first time in at least 
25 years. 

These young singers from 
Old Orchard, McCracken and 
Golf middle schools were 
given the chance to belt it out 
on stage with multiple North 
choir groups, giving them a 
glimpse at the high school 
singing experience. 

The choirs rehearsed every 
day since winter break, be-
sides finals week. Each class 
prepared the song “Jump” by 
Van Halen. Combined with 
the junior high students, they 
performed “The Rhythm of 
Life” and “May Joyful Music 
Fill the Air.” 

Chorale, the advanced 
North choir, performed “Linus 

and Lucy” and “O Nata Lux.” 
Take One, North’s advanced 
vocal jazz ensemble, also sang 
“Higher Ground” by Stevie 
Wonder, “Don’t Stop Believin’” 
by Journey and “You’re Makin’ 
Me Crazy” by Rosanna Eckert. 

“For middle school students, 
it is a good preparation for 
performing on stage,” Daniel 
Gregerman, North choral direc-
tor, said.  

Sophomore Taylor Gartner 
added, “It’s good for them to ex-
perience what the high school 
choir is like.” 

The performance featured 
guest artists Principal Ryan 
McTague, Assistant Principal 
Keith Robinson and Assistant 
Superintendent Anne Roloff. 

“This experience is a great 
opportunity for middle-school-
ers like me because working 
with the high school students I 
learned a lot and it helped me 
overcome my fears on stage,” 
Hannah Martin, Old Orchard 
middle school student said.

Choirs harmonize at North
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While application season 
has passed for the class of 2011, 
many are scrambling to find 
the financial means to pursue 
a college education. 

Financial aid can be an ex-
ceptional resource, but in many 
cases, not enough to support 
the high tuition costs. For-
tunately, many businesses, 
organizations and universities 
themselves are waiting to give 
monetary aid.

Once accepted to a school, 
checking for scholarship eli-
gibility is crucial. Many times, 
academic performance or ex-
tracurricular activities provide 
either automatic scholarships 
or the opportunity to apply for 
selective ones. These awards 
range from minor aid to a full 
ride depending on the school 
of choice.

Sometimes, universities of-
fer special scholarships based 
on the major or even some for 
undecided students. 

If direct grants are not an 
option or a specific college lacks 
the money to provide scholar-
ships, North students have 
the unique opportunity to use 
Naviance to aid them through 

the scholarship search. 
Entering basic information 

in the Sallie Mae National 
Scholarship search engine 
through Naviance can provide 
hundreds of matches based on 
special circumstances or per-
sonal interests. 

There are also other scholar-
ships through North’s Naviance 
page that match students up 
based on a personal profile. 

If the Sallie Mae search en-
gine or the general Naviance 
page misses a scholarship, the 
College Board website can also 
be an option. Similar to Sallie 
Mae, the ad-free search engine 
provides scholarship applica-
tions for areas many people 
would never consider looking, 
such as sports, merit based or 
cultural.

For seniors who are extreme-
ly dedicated to their scholarship 
search, the College Career and 
Resource Center has multiple 
textbook size books listing 
scholarships. While some have 
a narrow focus, others are 
broad and provide a range of 
opportunities. 

“There’s lots of money avail-
able in scholarships. You just 
have to be dedicated to sifting 
through scholarship applica-
tions and writing essays. If 

you’re dedicated to it and you 
take the time to find scholar-
ships, you can find money,” 
counselor Sarah Fishbune 
explains.

Scholarships such as those 
through the Niles Township 
Federation of Teachers or 
funded by alumni are of-
ten overlooked. While many 
people are awarded based on 
academic excellence, other 
options exist as well. 

Senior scholarship scroung-
er Andy Lin explains, “It is 
extremely beneficial to make 
an appointment with Jodi 
Faltynski in the College Career 
and Resource Center or with 
Jerry Pope. It’s imperative 
to take advantage of the wide 
amount of resources available 
to everyone.”

“If it was me personally, 
I would apply for as many 
scholarships as I could qual-
ify for,” college advisor Jerry 
Pope says.

From finding a scholarship 
for having red hair to getting 
money for being tall, the op-
portunities are endless. 

College tuition is on the 
rise, but through the abundant 
amount of resources available, 
there is no reason anyone 
should have to pay it in full. 
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Upcoming Vocal Events
Feb. 18-19: Vocal Jazz at Millikin University
March 9, 10, 11, 12: “25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”
March 17: Toxic Audio performs at Niles North
April 16: 10th Annual Niles North Jazz Festival featuring 
Manhattan Transfer
May 24: Spring Choral Concert
May 28: 20th Annual Vocal Jazz Night




