
won’t affect the majority of students. The Board also aims to reduce the number 
of social studies electives available to seniors.

Though it seems as if changes to the math and English departments won’t di-
rectly affect the bulk of North’s student population, other departments throughout 
the school will feel the ripple effects of these changes and other changes desired 
by the Board of Education. In order to offset the investments being made in the 
departments critical to college preparation, the Board of Education stated in 
their agenda, “Limitations need to be placed on courses not aligned to college 
readiness standards.”

In the Applied Science & Technology Department, the Board is eliminating 
four courses in the fields of web development, child development, marketing/
advertising, business management and technology topics. In addition to these 
cuts, the Board is formally retiring six other courses that they no longer feel are 
viable to run due to low student enrollment.

The changes in the Physical Welfare Department mainly affect students during 
their sophomore year. The Board intends to embed health into the sophomore 
P.E. course and require all athletes considering being on the varsity team of their 
sport to take strength and conditioning.

These requirements don’t allow for student-athlete participation in the P.E. 
Leaders course as sophomores, thus the Leaders program is being reformatted into 
a two year program to accommodate the changes to the sophomore curriculum. 
Sophomore non-athletes who have already taken health prior to sophomore year 
and juniors will be able to take Intro to Leaders. 

“My goal for the leaders program is not to eliminate it but make it even more 
exceptional in that it would take someone not involved in athletics and teach them 
the leadership skills to become an effective and meaningful leader,” Paul Swanson, 
director of the Physical Welfare Department, said in an e-mail. Swanson added 
that Senior Leaders will remain unchanged.

The restructuring also impacts staffing. At its Feb. 7 meeting, the Board ap-
proved a proposal not to renew the contracts of 10 tenured and two untenured 
teachers for the 2011-2012 school year. 

The Board’s next meeting will take place Feb. 28.
        [More on the impact of restructuring in next month’s issue]
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“It’s safe to say that the last person I thought I would meet over 
Winter Break was my own son,” guidance counselor Christine 
Beeftink said. The first evening of break, the Beeftinks were noti-
fied by the adoption agency that they were chosen as parents for a 
newborn baby boy, Gavin, in the nursery. After the initial shock, 
they spent the next two days scrambling for diapers, formula, 
a crib and clothes. Fortunately, their family and friends were 
supportive and pitched in to help the new parents, loaning them 
additional items necessary to raise a newborn. “Mr. Beeftink and 
I are so excited to have him,” Beeftink said. “It was so thrilling 
to meet Gavin for the first time and we took him home with us 
on Dec. 21 – the best gift!”

As students have been registering for classes, some might have noticed that 
new courses are being offered while others have been eliminated due to restruc-
turing in almost every department this January.

As stated in the Board of Education’s meeting agenda that for Jan. 10, “The 
District intends to focus its efforts and resources on college readiness for ev-
ery student […] thus strategic reductions must be made to offset these critical 
investments.” 

In order to focus on properly preparing students for college, the District will 
invest more heavily in math, English, reading and science. 

“The goal is to give students strong skills in reading, writing, math and critical 
thinking to ready them for post-high school,” Dr. Roger Stein, interim director 
of the English Department, said.

Restructuring in the Math Department will include a new extension course 
for Algebra 12-22. The grade weight level II class, Algebra 10-20, was eliminated 
this school year. Those students who qualify for being in the 10-20 class will 
now take Algebra 12-22 with an extension period to provide the extra assistance 
in order to be successful in the class. 

“It’s about providing rigor for all students and making sure they have sup-
port in order to be successful,” David Wartowski, director of mathematics, said. 
Other changes to the Math Department include altering the course sequence 
so that all students will follow the same math course sequence from algebra I, 
to geometry, to algebra II.

The changes in the English Department mostly affect the courses available 
for juniors. The Board of Education asked the department to reduce the options 
offered to juniors from seven courses to only four, saying that “variety always 
adds cost and complexity [resulting in] less efficiency when staffing.” 

The department is trimming away the grade weight level II course Intro 
to American Literature & Composition (ALC) and the grade weight level III 
stand-alone course of ALC. At the fourth grade weight, students will no longer 
be able to take Honors American Literature and Composition & U.S. History 
(Honors ALCUSH). 

“Although we are offering fewer courses, we have still kept one course at 
each grade weight level,” Stein said, adding that these changes in curriculum 

English teacher Heather Ingraham published a chapter titled 
“Keep Them Talking with The Fifth Child” in the book, Les-
son Plans for Developing Digital Literacies in Dec. 2010. The 
chapter describes a lesson plan applying Web 2.0 applications 
for collaborative learning rather than individual research, and 
seeks to reclaim instructional time lost to standardized testing 
by selecting a high-interest book while asking thought-provoking 
questions. It reflects the way the National Council of Teachers 
of English (NCTE) defines 21st Century Literacy as a connected 
environment instead of an isolated one. “I have to say, the quality 
of the other lessons is really humbling; I’m grateful to have had 
my work included in such a worthwhile book,” Ingraham said.

Beeftinks welcome a new addition Ingraham writes chapter in book
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