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From Jan. 27-29, the Auroris Dance Com-
pany will be performing their annual show, 
this year called StereoHype. 

“Having ‘Hype’ in our show title is fit-
ting because not only are the company 
members excited about performing and 
showing off their talents and hard work, 
b u t there is hype around the school 

about the company and see-
ing what they will come up 
with next,” Deanna Sortino, 
art teacher and second year 
director of Auroris, said. 

This school 
y e a r , 

t h e r e 
a r e 

about 27 dancers in total 
(Ellie Govis, Charles, Castro, 
Chris Cheung and Annie Kim 
pictured), a major  increase from 
last year, according to Sortino. Not 
only did 10 more dancers join, but 
six of them are boys. The show will 
consist of 19 dance pieces ranging 
from jazz, modern, lyrical and tap 
to hip-hop, break dance and Bol-

lywood. Out of all the numbers, stu-
dents choreographed 13 and one will 

be directed by Sortino herself. 
In order for their piece to be chosen 

for the show, students had to audition 
their choreography at the beginning 

of the year for the entire company. The remaining five 
pieces will be contributed by guest choreographers, 
including Corey Nagel from Matrix Dance Improv, 

with whom they already participated in a modern and 
improvisational workshop. 

Guest choreographers usually teach their dances 
on weekends in four hour time slots. So 

far, the Auroris members have partici-
pated in the Highland Park Dance 

Festival where they learned about 
nutrition and the life of a dance 

professional and took a workshop 
with a professional dancer before 

performing alongside five 
other area high schools. 

Junior co-captain, Annie 
Kim, said, “At every com-
petition and workshop that 
you go to you see 
dancers that in-
spire you and 
you get home 
and you’re 
ready to non-
stop dance and 

practice until  you’re at 
their level. Then you go to another 
one, and you see a new limit you 
can reach. You never run out of 
people who inspire you and you 
never stop improving.”

Auroris will be participating in the Na-
perville Showcase, auditioning for Illinois 
State Dance Day and holding a Dance Clinic 
for kids in the near future. They will also 
be dancing at the Honors Showcase at 
Morton Grove Public Library. 

After all the competitions, work-
shops and practices three to five times 
a week including weekends, the com-
pany has seen huge progression in not only talent, 

but spirit. 
“This is my second year as director and 

I cannot believe the improvement, talent, 
dedication and creativity of the company 
members this year,” Sortino said. 

Junior co-captain, Ariella Hoff-
man-Peterson, agreed. “I’m really 
looking forward to our 
show this year. We have 
so much new talent and 
everyone’s incredibly 
enthusiastic.” 

Not only has the com-
pany gone through im-
provements, they have also 
formed strong bonds to keep 

them together. 
Junior Charles Castro 

said, “Auroris is like a big 
family. We’re all open to 

each other’s ideas 
and there’s a va-

riety of dance 
styles. It gets 
a little crazy 
somet imes 

b u t ,  h e y , 
t h a t ’ s  a 
family.” 

There will be a community perfor-
mance in the auditorium on Jan. 27 at 
10 a.m. and evening shows on Jan. 28 
and 29 at 7 p.m. The cost for tickets will 
be determined closer to show dates and 
posters will be put up throughout the 
hallways advertising StereoHype.

Auroris dancers twist and turn in StereoHype
By Ayana Jamal

News Editor

Where would your dream 
winter break vacation be?

“Going to California 
because rapper ‘No Clue,’ 
my idol, is from there.”
-Sophomore Anthony Dagh-
er

“Greece. I 
could sit on the beach eat-
ing olives and looking at 
all the gorgeous women.”
- J u n i o r  C l a r k e  F o x

“Inglewood, Califor-
nia, because that’s where 
all the cool people are.”
-Senior Johanna Swarda

“On a cruise, be-
cause it is fun, relaxing, and 
there is a lot to see.”
-Freshman Attraa Marogy
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Being the new kid at school 
is tough. Walking through the 
halls of an unfamiliar environ-
ment and being overwhelmed 
by a sea of unfamiliar faces can 
be intimidating. Everything 
you see is new and you have no 
idea what to expect. 

However, for those who 
transfer not just from the other 
side of town, but the other side 
of the world, entering a new 
school can be a lot more chal-
lenging. Along with trying to fit 
in, students from outside of the 
United States have to adjust to 
a new culture, new ideas and a 
new way of life.

Senior Fadi Kreisheh and his 

family immigrated to America 
during the middle of his fresh-
man year from Tarpos, Syria, 
to Skokie in hopes of getting 
a better education and future. 
For his first few months in 
America, Kreisheh studied at 
Niles West and then trans-
ferred to Niles North for his 
sophomore year, moving to yet 
another new school.

 “It was kind of awkward 
[starting at a new school],” 
Kreisheh said as he recalled 
his first day of school at West. 
“I came in the middle of the 
year and didn’t really know 
anyone.” 

“The transition was not 
hard because I went to an 
international school and there 

was no language barrier,” 
sophomore Onella Piyatilake, 
who transferred from Lyceum 
International School in Sri 
Lanka to Niles North, said. 
However, she added, “The 
first day for any new student 
is nerve wracking because find-
ing your way around the school 
can be quite a problem.”

Kreisheh added, “You have 
to learn everything on your 
own because your parents grew 
up with a different culture.”

While barriers such as lan-
guage and not knowing the lay-
out of the school or the people 
in it may be an issue, immigrat-
ing to a different country also 
means leaving a lot of familiar 
people and things behind.

“The reason why I came 
here was because my mum 
married my stepdad who lives 
here in Skokie,” junior Mateo 
Del Rosario, who transferred 
to Niles North from Grey Court 
School in Richmond, a suburb 
near London, England, said. 
“Moving was tough because 
I had to say my goodbyes to 
friends and family, not to men-
tion the house I had been living 
in for 15 years.”

“I miss my friends and 
family in Sri Lanka,” Piyatil-
ake said, “Not to mention the 
warm, tropical climate.”

Though at times transfer-
ring to a new place can be 
daunting, there are perks to 
having a change of scenery.

“Though I had mixed feel-
ings about leaving England, 
I felt excited moving to the 
Windy City, home of Al Ca-
pone and the best pizza,” Del 
Rosario said.

The anxiety of being the new 
person at school, on the block, 
or to a country is temporary. 
Once you get assimilated into 
the routines of a place and get 
to know the people around, 
you might not feel so differ-
ent from everyone else. It may 
take time, but as Piyatilake 
said, “Once you get the hang of 
things, everything’s great.”

As Del Rosario said about 
his big move, “It’s just a mat-
ter of time before I get fully 
adjusted.”
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Thespians think on their feet

Most people cannot even 
fathom the thought of stand-
ing on a stage without a 
script. However, Niles North 
play production students 
defy the odds, and find fun 
in such a feat. Actors will 
be putting on their annual 
improv show, this year called 
Reflections, Jan. 12 and 13 at 
4 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The show will consist of 
different sketches and im-
prov games with audience 
participation. 

“We’re going to be asking for sugges-
tions from the audience for titles, scenes 
or subjects that we can create on the spot,” 
senior Sophie Scanlon explained. “The 
audience is crucial because they are who 
we do the show for [...] We’re really going 
to be asking the audience to trust us and 
speak their minds.”

The play production class orchestrates 
all aspects behind the show. Members of 
this class gather ideas, create all the skits, 
produce the show, and design the material, 
technology, lighting, casting and props. 

“Although Mr. Ortmann doesn’t stand 
over our shoulder all the time, we get 
his input, restrictions and reviews of our 
work,” senior Danny Takushi remarked.

Actors explained the show’s develop-
ment overall as long, challenging and 
complicated, yet fun, rewarding and 
laughter-filled. 

Scanlon noted the importance of the 
steps leading up to the production, “It’s a 
process show, which means that the jour-
ney that we take to get to the final show 
is just as important as the show itself. Of 
course, we are always thinking about the 
show in January, but how we get there is 
the exciting part.”

Each year the improv show is unique 
because of the different cast members. 

“The stuff you poke fun at has changed 
and the people doing the poking have 
changed too,” theater department director 
Timothy Ortmann said.

Takushi explained, “Of course I want 
this to be ‘the best show yet’ just like any 
other show I work on, but because we have 
such a good team I think that this one could 
be quite epic.”

Actors will rehearse over the weeks to 
come and over Winter Break. Takushi, who 
has never done an improv show before, 
looks forward to giving it a chance.

Veteran improv actor Will Boersma ex-
plains the key to improvisation success. 

“An important aspect in the world of 
improv is the ability to say ‘yes’ to whatever 
situation you’re thrown in. You always 
have to be on the balls of your feet because 
you don’t know what is going to happen 
next. You have to keep the energy alive 
while taking risks and making yourself 
look like a foolish genius.”

Junior Cate Hensley has high hopes for 
the show’s success, “I am really excited 
for Reflections. We have begun forming 
some really fun and interesting bases for 
sketches, and I can’t wait to see what they 
develop into.”

Ortmann also expressed excitement, “I 
can’t wait to get [the show] on its feet. It’s 
always a good time.”
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NAMES MAKING NEWS
By Sophie Martin

Feature Editor
Tali Gorovoy, Amy Hagedorn, Rabia Saleem, 
Ellie Govis, Melissa Dominguez, Zaid Patel, 
Melissa Sicad and Lia Velitchkova won first 
place blue ribbons for their memorized 
Spanish poems at the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese Poetry 
Competition on November 13 at Proviso West 
High school. ¡Felicidades!

The Science Department presents the Holiday 
Science Demo Show today, Friday, Dec. 17, 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The holiday themed 
demonstrations range from floating Santa’s 
sled in mid-air to blowing out candles from 
40 feet away. 

76 seniors were named 2011-2012 Illinois State 
Scholars. These students are recognized for 
their outstanding academic achievement 
throughout their high school careers.

Juniors Tamara Winston, Connor Thummel and 
Michael Cox made the Illinois Music Educators 
Association (IMEA) playing oboe, trombone, and 
euphonium respectively.

Sophie Scanlon, Lauryn Solana Schmelzer, Hiba 
Ahmed, Onella Piyatilake, Phoebe Yeo, Sidran 
Ahmed, Richard Lee, Luc Casey, Diala David, 
Benjamin Weiss, Sarah Toy, Rachel Sepiashvili, 
Emma Decker and Scott Gallagher were awarded 
fine arts grants to help them pursue their 
artistic endeavors.

Junior Cate Hensley and Senior Martin Hanna 
improvise while rehearsing for the upcoming 
Improv Show. Photo by Sara Reid




