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As Winter Break arrives and 
first semester comes to a close, 

By Maya Erf
Managing Editor 

Anticipation of a second semester senior
the anticipation of being a sec-
ond semester senior is upon the 
class of 2011. 

Finally, all the hard work 
will be over, grades no longer 
are the top priority and college 
applications are behind us. 

Only four and a half months 
until graduation and we em-
bark on the first steps of the rest 
of our lives. 

The most important aspects 
of our lives will be preparing 
for our final pep assembly—
and yes, we will win the spirit 
stick—and sleeping in during 
senior ditch day. Never again 
will we have to worry about 

getting locked out of the school 
because we innocently left our 
IDs at home.

Since there’s hardly any class 
work left, there are months left 
to figure out how to ask a date 
to prom and find that perfect 
dress. 

Won’t it be nice, fellow class-
mates, to be a carefree second 
semester senior?

Or so we thought.
While some students are 

taking only P.E. and enough 
electives and credits to fulfill 
graduation requirement, giv-
ing them plenty of time to relax 
for the last couple months of 

Editor in Chief
Mara Joaquin

Managing Editor
Maya Erf

Creative Director
Rachel Spector 

News Editor
Ayana Jamal

Editorial Editor
Mara Joaquin

Feature Editors
Maya Erf
Sophie Martin

Focus Editor
Rachel Spector

Verve Editors
Sarah Horton
Sofiya Teplitskaya

Sports Editor
Alissa Hirsh

Photo Editor
Rachel Spector

Copy Editors
Steffie Drucker
Mike Rowen

Reporters
Tommy Dixon
Steffie Drucker
Josh Lipschultz
Brett Nagel
Mike Rowen
Glenn Weissman

Photographers
Steffie Drucker
Sara Reid

Business Manager
Brett Nagel

Public Relations
Mara Joaquin

Technical Advisor
Ivan Silverberg 

Advisor
Charles Pratt

Contact the North Star:
9800 Lawler Ave.
Skokie, IL 60077
(847) 626-2107
northstarnewspaper@gmail.com

school, others will be struggling 
through their AP classes and 
scrounging for the few scholar-
ships still left for the rest of the 
semester. 

Unfortunately, senior year is 
not exactly all that it’s cracked 
up to be. So much for “no more 
homework!” or “you’ll be asleep 
by 8 p.m. every night.” 

In reality, the homework is 
still piling up every night and 
it’s almost impossible to get a 
solid eight more hours of sleep 
than on the weekend. 

With all work that has been 
saved until the end of the year, 
there is very little time to con-

template prom at this point (es-
pecially those AP English and 
College Prep students looking 
forward to the second semester 
senior research paper that is 
sure to take precedence over 
pep assembly preparation).

Hopefully our senioritis 
won’t take complete control of 
our lives and somehow we’ll 
make it through our last semes-
ter at North. 

Maybe the daunting semes-
ter ahead won’t as bad as it 
seems to be. I hope each and 
every member of the class of 
2011 will get to be a genuine 
second semester senior.first semester comes to a close, 

Upon hearing that my col-
league Maya was writing an 
“anticipation of being a sec-
ond semester senior” article, 
I thought it would be cute if 
I countered this with an “an-
ticipation of being a second 
semester junior” one. 

This begged the obvious 
question: what will it mean to 
all of us to be second semester 
juniors? 

The obvious answer, of 

By Alissa Hirsh
Sports Editor 

By Alissa Hirsh

course, is: absolutely nothing. 
And since I do not usually 

like to look past the obvious 
answer, I decided it would be 
best to choose a different, more 
appropriate approach by which 
to write my article. 

So, as I reflected on my mild-
ly successful first semester as a 
junior, I decided to share with 
all of you 10 things that I have 
learned so far this year.

1.  Mr.Horyn is always trying 
to get places faster than you.

Why else would it be nec-
essary for him to sprint 
everywhere?

2.  There is 
no amount of 
physical fitness 
training that will 
change the fact 
that you are kind of 
out of breath when you have 
to walk up all three flights 
of stairs to the third floor.

So I think we should all just 
embrace it, OK?

 3. It IS possible to finish 
an AP U.S. History packet 

the night before it is due.
But you will at one point, not 

at all metaphorically, cry.
4. Dance Marathon, or 

“DM” as it is fondly referred 
to, is becoming an unchecked 
monopoly in Niles North.

So I warn you, DM,: with 
great power comes great re-
sponsibility. (Dance Marathon 
is not above Spiderman style 
wisdom).

5 .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w 
how to speak Spanish.

Nor do I know where 
to put the accents. 

Scribbling a nonde-
script slash over any 
of the three vowels I 

suspect it’s supposed 
to go over usually suf-

fices.
6. Substitutes are 

more than just baby sitters.
Sometimes they’re comedi-

ans too!
7 .  T h e  N i l e s  W e s t 

girls’ basketball game 
will always feel like an 
away game regardless 

of where it  is played.
Until the last two minutes 

of the fourth quarter of course, 
when the entire school ac-
cidentally shows up thinking 
it’s the start of the boys’ game. 
And, yes, crying about it in my 
articles every year does make 
me feel better.

8. Junior year is a lot easier 
if you care about Puritans, Na-
tive Americans and physics.

Luckily I have an impas-
sioned appreciation for all 
three.

9. People who are 
fundraising should 
sell pencils and cal-
culators.

Because being with-
out these items have 
caused a lot more prob-
lems for me than being 
without fruit snacks 
and chocolate covered 
pretzels.

10.  Barbie’s  full 
name is Barbara Milli-
cent Roberts, the pome-
granate is one of the oldest 

1. My printer ran out of toner!
2. I got mugged in the irc!
3. I took a nap and didn’t wake up 
for 14 hours!
4. my computer broke!
5. I was at ihop and was enjoying 
my pancakes!
6. i got locked up in county jail 
for the weekend!
7. i went to west by mistake!
8. i was looking for the or-
ange staircase that leads to the 
fourth floor!
9. I was stuck in hallway traffic
10. i’m a freshman/I’m a Senior

N a t i o n a l 
Scholastic 
P r e s s 
Association

The Niles North security team pa-
trols the school to keep everyone safe.

10 of the most common (and uncom-
mon) excuses for being late to school 
or not having your homework on time:

fruits known to man, a 
duck has three eyelids, a 
French author published a 
233-page novel which has 
no verbs, and honeybees 
have hair on their eyes.

I’m not actually a freak, I just 
drink a lot of Snapple.

Junior year is a lot easier 
if you care about Puritans, Na-
tive Americans and physics.

Luckily I have an impas-
sioned appreciation for all 

9. People who are 
fundraising should 

10.  Barbie’s  full 
name is Barbara Milli-
cent Roberts, the pome-
granate is one of the oldest 
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-Ross Drucker
Sophomore

If you want to write your own 60 Second Rant, 
submit a 100 word paragraph concerning any 

school appropriate topic about Niles North, being a teenager, par-
ents, friends or just life in general to northstarnewspaper@gmail.com!

-Emma Decker
Sophomore

M i s s
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-Linda Jung
Junior

N e g a t i v e
Connections
Junior

-Aaron Fineberg
Senior

Sen ior i t i s : 
Curable or not curable?

Senior
-Eryn Jacobson
Senior

The meaning 
of learning

Senior

While talking with an elderly 
family member last winter, I 
was barraged with a series of 
silly questions. 

First, she inquired what the 
school’s Christmas decorations 
looked like and followed up 
with a question regarding if 
we’d have a Christmas party 
with religious songs and pres-
ents. 

Growing up in Skokie, I’d 
never heard of such parties and 
celebrations for one religion. 
Though “holiday” parties were 
common in elementary school, 
teachers and staff made it a 
point to respect and celebrate 
all religions and all holidays.

But, having grown up in a 
rural community in Missis-
sippi, my relative’s experience 
was completely the opposite. 
Although she attended a public 

Celebrate diversity this season
school, celebrations around the 
holidays were based solely on 
Christmas, disregarding other 
less-practiced holidays.

While an older generation 
of Americans often find it hard 
to understand the lack of em-
phasis on individual holidays 
in Skokie, their confusion gen-
erally can be explained by a 
childhood of socialization with 
people of similar cultures and 
backgrounds. 

At Niles North, however, 
our student body is growing in 
diversity by the year. According 
to a New York Times study, our 
school ranks 20th out of 157 
schools in Illinois in diversity, 
and our population has become 
even more diversified in the two 
years since the survey was con-
ducted, according to the Niles 
North school report card. While 
in 1987, when the New York 
Times first began collecting 
data for the project, our student 
body consisted of 77 percent 
Caucasians, our student body 
in 2010 has a population of 

By Mike Rowen
Reporter

43 percent Caucasians. If this 
trend continues, Caucasian 
students will soon lose their 
plurality in the student body. 

Along with the various ra-
cial and ethnic backgrounds 
of our students comes a multi-
tude of cultures and religions. 
Although schools and public 
institutions are supposed to 
refrain from integrating any 
form of religion into their facil-
ity, allowing a certain degree of 
celebration during the holidays 
is inevitable. 

Rather than removing such 
celebration, we should encour-
age the assimilation of cultures 
in our festivities. We should 
take pride in displaying our in-
dividual cultures to gain a more 
worldly outlook and a deeper 
respect for our differences. 

Thursday, January 6th, 2011

at the College Resource Center

-FAFSA
-Loans

-Scholarships
-Guest Speakers from UIC 

and DePaul University

7pm-9pm

Seniors and their families are 
invited for information on:
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Niles North

point to respect and celebrate 

Caucasians, our student body 
in 2010 has a population of 

data for the project, our student 
body consisted of 77 percent 
Caucasians, our student body 
in 2010 has a population of 

respect for our differences. 

Let’s lobby 
for change




