
new restrictions. However, the 
village hopes to prevent the fu-
ture development of additional 
institutions. 

Skokie is concerned about 
the bad influence of hookah 
lounges and other popular des-
ignated smoking-only venues, 
as they are exempt from the 
state ban. These “hot spots” 
lure a younger age bracket to-
wards the negative influences 
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Last month, the Chicago-
land area experienced an out-
break of Norovirus, a gastro-
intestinal illness that produces 
stomach flu-like symptoms.

Three McHenry County 
nursing homes were hit with 
the virus, and a total of 138 
people were infected.

Norovirus has also spread 
in Cook County schools. There 
have been over 46 groups of 
five or more people infected in 
the area, as well as a few cases 
in Niles North.

“It’s something you want 
to be aware about so if you 
have the symptoms, you can 
prevent from infecting others 
by staying home,” Joni Lund, 
certified school nurse, said.

People in nursing homes 
and schools, as well as similar 
relatively enclosed environ-
ments, are at a higher risk 
of infection than the general 
public, because they are in 
constant contact with one 
another.

If infected, a person may 
experience vomiting, diarrhea, 

Swipe system targets homeroom tardies
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Though the new Plasco 
attendance system was intro-
duced to speed up the process 
of getting to class once a stu-
dent has arrived late to school, 
it has also demonstrated to 
students the consequences of 
being tardy. 

This system has shown to 
be practical, prompting Niles 
North’s administration to use 
the system for homeroom at-
tendance, in addition to first 
period, beginning second se-
mester of this school year.

The Plasco system is put 
into service once students are 
in the hallways after the start 
first period bell. Students who 
are late to class report to the 
attendance office where they 
swipe their ID under a scan-
ner which automatically prints 
a pass for them to travel the 
hallways back to class.

Also printed on the pass 
is the student’s punishment 
for tardiness. Following each 
offense, the consequence be-
comes more severe. Students 
who are tardy for the first time 
receive a warning. The second 

R e m o v i n g  t h e  ‘ s m o k i e ’  f r o m  S k o k i e
nausea and stomach cramping, 
as well as a mild fever, chills 
and a general feeling of sickness 
and tiredness. Fortunately, 
these symptoms do not gener-
ally last for more than two days 
after infection.

The virus is transmitted 
from one infected person to 
another through direct contact 
or through shared surfaces, as 
well as through the consump-
tion of contaminated food. In-
fected people’s stool and vomit 
are also capable of transmitting 
the virus. The virus can live on 
surfaces like door handles and 
tables for several days.

To prevent infection, every-
one should wash their hands 
frequently and wash foods 
carefully before eating. If an 
infection is discovered, any 
surface that may have been 
contaminated should be disin-
fected to prevent the spread of 
the virus.

More information about 
Noroviruses can be found on 
the Centers for Disease Control 
website: www.cdc.gov.

By Sophie Martin/ Feature Editor

tardy results in a 20-minute 
detention, the third in a 40-
minute detention, the fourth in 
a 60-minute detention and the 
fifth tardy results in a Saturday 
detention.

“We need kids to be where 
they’re supposed to be,” Keith 
Robinson, assistant principal, 
said.

Robinson added that the 

school is teaching students the 
essential life lesson that they 
need to be on time to wherever 
they’re supposed to be.

Since Niles North first start-
ed using the new attendance 
system on Oct. 4, it has proven 
to be effective in reducing the 
number of students that are 
tardy to school. In the past, late 
start days were notorious for 

a high number of students ar-
riving past the 9:40 start time. 
On Oct. 18, the first late start 
day that the system was in use,  
there were 272 students late 
to school. Exactly one month 
later, on the day of the two-
hour late arrival, Nov. 18, the 
number of tardy students had 
dropped drastically to only 73. 
(For more information on the 

weekly averages of students 
late to school from Oct. to 
Nov., see graphic at left).

Though the attendance for 
first period has greatly im-
proved, Robinson notes that 
“[If you] look in the hallway 
during homeroom, you’ll see 
hundreds of students liter-
ally roaming around for 10 
minutes.”

However, many students do 
not approve of this new plan. 
“The school needs to consider 
that some people have third 
period classes really far from 
their homeroom,” junior Hall-
ie Neuhaus said. “For many of 
us, it’s our only chance to go to 
our locker.”

The goal of using the swipe 
system for homeroom next se-
mester is to put more emphasis 
on the importance of students 
punctually arriving to their 
designated homeroom instead 
of wandering the halls.

“Homeroom is the place 
that we rely on to get infor-
mation out to students, so it’s 
important that they be there,” 
Robinson said.
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The Skokie Department of 
Health decided to take a sig-
nificant step towards their goal 
of complete public smoking 
eradication by implementing 
the enforcement on restrictions 
of tobacco sales.

Historically, Skokie has led 
the way in smoking preven-
tion, enacting the Indoor Clean 
Air Ordinance in the 1980s. In 
2003, the village adopted the 
state’s toughest anti-smoking 
law at the time: banning smok-
ing in almost all public places. 
Not long after, the state fol-
lowed suit in 2008. Now, the 
village Department of Health 
has launched further reform 
efforts.

Currently, the Department 
of Health has joined with Cor-
poration Counsel, Pat Hanley, 
to negotiate the terms of the 
ordinance, Skokie Health Di-
rector, Dr. Catherine Counar, 
explained.

The smoking establishments 
already in existence would not 
be abolished, but would ide-
ally have to abide by a set of 

of tobacco.
“You’re still smoking to-

bacco,” Counar said in a press 
release. “That puts [younger 
people] at risk of becoming ad-
dicted to tobacco [...] we really 
want to do everything we can 
to prevent that.”

While no confirmed strides 
have been made regarding 
this, the issue of solidifying 
other conditions of the state-
wide ban is a future possibility. 
Counar noted the vast impor-
tance of outdoor restrictions 
for large areas, events and 
gatherings.

As of now, the ordinance 
has been formally proposed 
and only addresses restricting 
future retail smoking estab-
lishments and confronting 
local complaints concerning 
existing tobacco retail shops.

Counar expressed her feel-
ings towards Skokie’s im-
pressive history and stated, 
“Skokie has always been a 
really proactive village [...] We 
were the first town around to 
go smoke-free.” 
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Since the introduction of the Plasco system, the number of tardy students has declined.
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