
Senior basketball standout 
Abdel Nader is picking up this 
season right where he left off: 
at the top of his game.

Nader, who was named to 
the CSL All-Conference squad 
last year, as well as the fourth 
team All-State, has already 
earned All-Tournament hon-
ors at the Palatine Ed Molitor 
Thanksgiving Classic.

The Vikings placed first in 
the tournament, winning four 
straight games, and Nader was 
instrumental in each of the 
ones he played.

In his first game back from 
injury, Nader hit a three-point 
shot with 2.9 seconds remain-
ing to tie the game and send the 
Vikings into overtime. 

He then scored six of the 
final eight points in the double 
overtime victory.

Nader excelled once again 
in the championship round 
against CSL North rival, the 
Deerfield Warriors, scoring 12 
of his 20 points in the fourth 
quarter. 

“This year the expectation 
is that he be more of a scorer,” 
head coach Glenn Olsen said. 
“We need him to make big plays 
at big times in big games.”

Proving that he is more 
than capable of doing just that, 
Nader scored a game-high 41 
points in the Viking’s home 

opener against Evanston, and 
his clutch shooting kept the 
Vikings in the game. 

He then scored a Vikings 
record 49 points in their loss 
to Glenbrook North,  a game 
in which he was compared by 
GBN head coach to GBN and 
Duke graduate Jon Scheyer.

“It honestly doesn’t mean 
that much to me because we 
didn’t get the win,” Nader 
said.  

Nader averaged 20.7 points 
per game, 6.7 rebounds per 
game and 4.4 blocked shots per 
game as a junior, and is ranked 
53rd in the nation for players at 
his position.

These impressive numbers 
should get even better this 
year, as Nader prepares to play 
Division I basketball down the 

road.
Nader verbally committed to 

the University of New Mexico in 
April of 2010, and also received 
interest from other competi-
tive schools like University of 
Illinois, Bradley, Baylor and 
Colorado State.

Now, Nader is focused on 
stepping up his game to meet 
this elite level.

“Abdel’s practice intensity 
has picked up a ton,” Olsen 
said. “He realizes that next 
year he will be going into a hy-
per competitive situation and 
knows he cannot afford to take 
plays off.”

It is this skill and work ethic 
that will hopefully lead the 
Vikings to a CSL North confer-
ence championship, a division 
home to perennial powers like 

“Abdel is passionate about 
the game of basketball. He 
works hard and has made him-
self the player he is today.”

-Head Coach, Glenn Olsen

Keeping up with Niles North girls basketball 
OPPONENT: 
JOHNSBURG
W/L: LOSS
SCORE: 70-65

The Lady Vikings seemed to 
still be shaking off the dust of 
the off-season during their loss 
to state-ranked Johnsburg in 
their first game of the “Some-
body’s Hero” tournament.

It was a tale of two halves for 
the girls; they played with gusto 
in the first half, holding Uni-
versity of Iowa recruit Melissa 
Dixon to 15 points and leading 
the Skyhawks 34-31 at the end 
of the half. 

But when the third quarter 
began, it seemed the Vikings 
had run out of gas. Johnsburg 
quickly went on a 14-2 run, and 
never looked back.

On the poistive side, several 
Vikings finished in double fig-
ures and junior forward Mari-
yah Henley scored 21 points  
and grabbed 11 rebounds.

OPPONENT:
WHEELING
W/L: WIN
SCORE: 41-35

Despite an 0-3 start to the 
season, the team managed to 
rebound against the Wheeling 
Wildcats. 

The Vikings perhaps under-
estimated the Wheeling squad 
that had lost two Division I 
players as well as its state rank-
ing from last year, and got off 
to a slow start.

The girls played well de-
fensively though, holding the 
Wildcats to only two points in 
the quarter.

Both teams picked up the 
pace for the duration of the 
game, and it was neck-and-
neck until the last buzzer. In the 
end, the Vikings knocked down 
key free throws within the last 
two minutes of the game and 
bested the Wildcats.

Junior guard Alissa Hirsh 
led the Vikings with 15 points, 
while Henley added 13. 

OPPONENT: 
WAUKEGAN
W/L: WIN
SCORE: 64-52

Following what seemed to 
be the trend for their season, 
the Niles North girls basketball 
squad had an exceptional third 
quarter after an ugly first half. 

The Lady Vikings outscored 
the Bulldogs 26-10 in the third, 
and enjoyed a comfortable lead 
in the fourth. 

“Our press forced them into 
a lot of turnovers, which gave us 
easy and quick points,” senior 
guard Kaitlyn Schlauder said. 
“Our rebounding also really 
picked up in the second half.”

Three Vikings were in dou-
ble figures, including Schlauder 
with 19, Henley with 18, and 
Hirsh with 15. Senior forward 
Kunbi Adefeso also grabbed 
eight boards in the win. 

“We all played really well 
together,” Adefeso said. “Every-
one did their part and everyone 
made contributions.”

OPPONENT: 
DEERFIELD
W/L: WIN
SCORE: 51-44

In their first conference 
game of the season, the Vikings 
matched up with the visiting 
Deerfield Warriors. 

Both teams were stagnant 
offensively in the first half, and 
were tied 20-20 at the midway 
point.

Halfway through the third 
quarter, the Vikings began 
to pull away and finished the 
quarter with an 8-0 run, out-
scoring the Warriors 16-8. 

“[Coach Dan] Paxson told 
us we had to make a statement, 
and in the third quarter that’s 
what we did,” Henley said. 

The girls continued to play 
strongly in the fourth quarter, 
and managed to withstand 
a late 15-4 comeback run by 
Deerfield, thanks to some time-
ly free throws from Hirsh, who 
led the team with a game-high 
21 ponts.

OPPONENT:
NILES WEST
W/L: LOSS
SCORE: 51-44
 
In the 2010 Skokie Skirmish 

basketball game, the Lady Vi-
kings fell victim to nationally 
ranked guard Jewell Loyd and 
the rival Wolves. 

Loyd led all scorers with 30 
points, including a number of 
crucial free throws in the final 
minutes of the game. 

Henley led the Vikings with 
16 points and 12 rebounds, 
Schlauder scored 11.

Turnovers plagued the Vi-
kings throughout the game, 
especially during the last few 
minutes.

A clutch 3-point shot by 
Schlauder pulled  the Vikings 
within one point of the Wolves 
with 50.5 seconds left in regula-
tion, giving the crowd hope.

But a combined 8-for-8 free 
throw performance by Loyd 
and senior Nicole Moy iced the 
game for the Wolves.

By Tommy Dixon
Reporter
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Basketball sensation Abdel Nader shows off his “networking” skills. Photos by Alissa Hirsh

Up Close and Personal With Rising Star Abdel Nader

Glenbrook North and Deer-
field.

However, both schools lost 
superb seniors  Alex Dragicevich 
to University of Notre Dame 
and Duje Dukan to Wiscon-
sin, respectively, leaving the 
conference, at the very least, 
winnable.

Nader will be the key to mak-
ing this possible.

“His ability to score the 
basketball is very impressive,” 
Olsen said. “He has also im-
proved his ball handling quite 
a bit. He has great length and 
there is not much he can’t do 
on the floor.”
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“This year the expectation is 
that he be more of a scorer. We 
need him to make big plays at big 
times in big games.”

-Head Coach, Glenn Olsen
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After a disappointing sev-
enth place finish at regionals 
last year, the Niles North Vi-
kings wrestling team returns 
this season hoping to become 
serious competitors in the CSL 
North.

The team split their first two 
meets of the season with one  
win and one loss before drop-
ping to 1-2 with a loss against 
conference rival, Deerfield.

 The Vikings then acquired a  
3-2 record at the Super Duals 
tournament hosted at North 
on Dec. 4.

Although the team may not 
have had their best season last 
year, several wrestlers on the 
team have been working hard 
to build upon their experi-
ence. 

Senior Chris Pazmino, who 
wrestled at state last year, and 
is wrestling at 145 pounds this 
year, hopes to achieve even 
more success this season. 

Pazmino, along with seniors 
Danny Khouri, Drew Demma, 
and Mike Lazzar, wrestled 
on the prestigious club team 
known as Izzy Style in the off-
season. 

In his fourth year wrestling, 
Pazmino hopes to achieve his 

ultimate goal: a state champi-
onship. 

He shares this ambition with 
teammate Danny Khouri, a sec-
tionals qualifier in the 2009-10 
season. 

“I’ve made lots of changes,” 
Khouri explained. “I’ve been 
rehabbing my shoulder all 
off season to make sure that 
I stay healthy this year, and 
I’ve also have been wrestling 
all off season. We’ve all been 
working very hard to achieve 
our goals.” 

Among other wrestlers who 
have made huge progress in 
the off season is senior Drew 
Demma, who has already sur-
passed his number of wins from 
last year in the first two weeks 
of the 2010-11 season. 

With a big meet at Glen-
brook South on Dec. 18, fol-
lowed by a meet at Highland 
Park and another hosted at 
North following Winter Break, 
the Vikings will have a chance 
to make up ground in the CSL 
North and prepare for regionals 
in February. 

 “The team has won four and 
lost four which is an improve-
ment from last year, but we’re 
still an inexperienced team 
that needs to work on a lot,” 
Pazmino said.

Senior wrestlers: no holding backALL----------STATE SUPERSTARS

Sanchez signs with University of Illinois

On Nov. 10, senior Brittany 
Sanchez signed a letter of intent 
to play softball at the University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
next spring. 

The four-year varsity starter 
verbally committed to the col-
lege as a sophomore, after being 
heavily scouted by several Divi-
sion I colleges including U of I 
and Northwestern University.

Sanchez received much of 
her exposure when she began 
playing center field for the Il-
linois Chill Gold traveling team 

as a 13-year-old. 
Sanchez was also noticed 

playing for the Vikings, where 
her exceptionally strong arm 
and defensive abilities were  
great assets to the team.

The star center fielder’s 
prowess attracted offers from 
both U of I and Northwestern. 
Sanchez was initially interested 
in going to Northwestern, but 
decided to commit to U of I 
instead.

“I wanted the big school, col-
lege campus feeling,” Sanchez 
said. “Both schools are obvious-

ly great, but U of I offered me a 
five-year scholarship, which is 
perfect for nursing.”

Despite an outstanding high 
school career, including being 
named to the Chicago Tribune 
All-State First Team and an 
invitation to the Under Armour 
All-American game in 2010, 
Sanchez’s post-collegiate aspi-
rations don’t include softball.

“I’ve always known that if I 
played in college that would be 
the end and would be a ticket 
to getting a great education,” 
Sanchez said.

By Tommy Dixon
Reporter

*Senior linebacker George Neuhaus was one of four CSL conference players 
named to the All-State football team.
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*Senior swimmer Ksenia Kopylova swam in the 100-yard butterfly competi-   

*Senior runner Kosta Papazoglou was named to the all-state
cross country team after placing 24th at the state

meet.

tion at the state meet.




