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Hey, juniors! ACT season is 
upon us so I thought it might 
be helpful if I wrote an article 
with  eight tips to help you get 
a good score. 

1. During the reading 
portion, read the passages 
aloud in either Spanish or 
“pig latin.”

By Alissa Hirsh
Sports Editor

See how that affects your 
score as well as everyone 
else’s.

2. Think of a number.
Now add seven, or 32 if your 

above the age of 17. Take the 
square root and subtract any 
multiple of four, preferably not 
16. That’s the answer to num-
ber 29 of the math portion, or, 
if you eat an apple a day, your 
composite score.

3. To keep the blood 
flowing between sections, 
organize a violent game of 
“Red Rover, Red Rover.”

Hopefully it  will  cause 
enough injuries and hospit-
ilzations that the test will not 
be allowed to continue.

4. Wear a watch.
Specifically a spy watch that 

has computer capabilites (to 
find the answers on Yahoo! 
Answers), and lasers (to inca-
pacitate anyone who catches 

After two months of inten-
sive research, I have come to 
one conclusion: the cell phone 
policy at Niles North needs to 
change.

Many schools near our dis-
trict have switched their phone 
policy to allow cell phone us-
age during the school day. I 
want Niles North to change 
because in this day and age, 
who doesn’t use their phone? 
I will admit that I have called 
my mom during school when 
I forgot something or to tell 

By Marti Pine
Guest Contributor

Can you hear me now? Change student cell phone policy

By Ethan Brown
Reporter

Crisis in Libya will  have local impact

Cough. Cough. Sneeze. This 
time of year, a debilitating 
epidemic seems to be rapidly 
spreading throughout the se-
nior class: Senioritis.

Coming back from Spring 
Break, I was excited that we 
seniors only had one more 
quarter, looking forward to 
finishing off the last portion of 
my high school career. I 
was filled with opti-
mism. This quickly 
changed without 
my intention.

All my fellow 
seniors were so 
down and decid-
edly done with 
school, dragging 
themselves from 
class to class, lifeless, 
and complaining about 
having to still be in this “jail.” 
I tried to maintain my upbeat 
morale, but I soon realized 
that this disease reaching its 
maximum contagion was in-
escapable. I too started feeling 
defeated.

College, college, college: it 
is all any of us can think about. 
Why waste our time on a lab or 
study for a test when it will no 
longer affect our futures? Why 

By Sophie Martin
Feature Editor

Seniors, let’s make the end count
worry about grades? Straight 
C’s will suffice. We could cause 
our own early graduation: if all 
seniors decided to stop going to 
school, we couldn’t all be held 
back, right? Wrong.

When my thoughts haven’t 
been consumed by college 
related excitement, these ques-
tions have lingered in my mind. 
Still, as a good AP student, I 
must continue to be produc-
tive. And so I have decided that 
there are two strains of this dis-
ease. There are those who have 
made an active effort to not do 
anything remotely productive. 
Then, there are those infected 
that complain and talk with this 
negative outlook, yet still con-
tinue to be productive because 
they feel they have to.

The only cure to this disease 
is graduation, which unfortu-
nately cannot be moved sooner. 

Until then all we can 
do is keep on go-

ing.
Yes, I feel 

w e  h a v e 
earned the 
r i g h t  t o 
c o m p l a i n 
a b o u t  e v -

erything, but 
we can’t com-

pletely give up on 
high school.

This is the last big stretch. 
We need to eradicate that life-
less strain of senioritis to, as 
a class, make the best of the 
rest.

We now have less than 30 
school days. Seniors, let’s make 
the end count. We will never 
again be in high school (hope-
fully), so let’s cherish the last 
memories we have at North and 
go out with a bang.

her I have a test after school, 
but for this I have to go to the 
bathroom and do it “secretly.” 
It would seem so much easier 
if the phone policy changed 
then I would be able to text her 
whenever I need to, as long as 
I am not in a class. 

I took a survey of over 150 
kids from various schools that 
allow phone usage during the 
school day except for during 
academic classes and have 
talked to their administra-
tions. What I have found from 

all of this is that fewer phones 
are getting taken away during 
class. If kids are sending out a 
text to someone, it’s not likely 
that they are texting the whole 
period. They have found that 
kids wait until passing period 
to text their friend back in-
stead of in class. 

What really bothers me isn’t 
that our phone policy hasn’t 
changed, but that the fresh-
man netbooks allow students 
to do similar things as phones: 
send messages to their friends 

in class, check their e-mails, 
get around the blocking and 
sign into Facebook (yes, ad-
ministration, it is still possi-
ble), listen to music and more. 

I believe this is a rule that 
we really need to consider 
changing because with all the 
new technology and our gen-
eration having the title linked 
to technology, the administra-
tion will have to realize that we 
text or call anyway during the 
school day so what’s the point 
of our current policy?

Lately there has been a lot 
of conflict in the Middle East 

and North Africa. Governments 
have toppled like dominos.

First, in Tunisia, people 
rose up in massive numbers to 
protest the oppressive govern-
ment. As a result, the leader 
of the country stepped down. 
Next was Egypt. A similar 
process occurred and the Egyp-
tian dictator, Hosni Mubarak, 
resigned from office. In Libya, 
Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi rules 
the nation through oppression 
and rebels are fighting against 
him. 

Recently, the U.S. and other 
countries such as Britain and 
France came to the rebels’ aid. 
How will this affect us in our 
quiet suburb of Skokie? 

Foremost, Libya and many 
Middle Eastern countries  have 
a large oil industry. The fighting 
there and the chaos raging in 
the Middle East have leaders of 
oil-rich countries worried that 
the turmoil will affect their pro-
duction, thus they have raised 
the prices. In fact gas prices 
have exceeded $4 per gallon, 

getting close to breaking the 
Chicago record of $4.35. 

Another effect of the Libyan 
conflict is likely to be an in-
crease in refugees. As a result, 
this year’s District 219 Dance 
Marathon charity, Refugee 
One, will have a lot of work 
on its hands. Refugee One is 
a charity which helps refugees 
integrate into American society 
by helping to provide housing, 
teaching English, and provid-
ing other important services. 

Many of the students at 

duction, thus they have raised 
the prices. In fact gas prices 
have exceeded $4 per gallon, 

score as well as everyone 
else’s.

Seniors, let’s make the end count
worry about grades? Straight 
C’s will suffice. We could cause 
our own early graduation: if all 
seniors decided to stop going to 

have exceeded $4 per gallon, 

do is keep on go
my high school career. I 

you using a spy watch).
5. Become an astrophys-

icist. 
Because I’m pretty sure 

those are the only people who 
have any idea of what any of 
those charts and diagrams in 
the science portion are trying 
to tell us.

6. If you’re not an astro-
physicist, make origami 
swans out of the science 
test.

Self explanatory...
7. Eat your Wheaties. 
No, I can’t promise you that 

they’re proven to make give 
you supertest-taking abilities. 
But are you willing to risk the 
outside chance that they do?

8. Right before the Eng-
ish portion, grunt loudly.

No, this probably won’t help 
you on the test but it’ll give me 
a good idea of how many people 
read this article.

North have been able to see 
the effects of foreign turmoil 
through the people they have 
met via this organization and 
many more students in the 
future will come face to face 
with more people affected by 
the crises that are happening 
there. In the coming years, we 
should welcome these refugees 
with open arms and try to keep 
in mind that this is not just a 
Libyan, Tunisian or Egyptian 
issue: this is a global issue with 
international ramifications.




