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You’re strolling down the 
hallway and in front of you is a 
5’10” girl walking hand-in-hand 
with a 5’5” guy. First thought? 
Weird! But in reality, does fit-
ting the “standard couple” im-
age matter? Not at all.

Although many people think 
that a successful high school 
relationship consists of the 
blonde cheerleader with the 
gorgeous football player type, 
it is unrealistic to think that 
this happens every time. In 
reality the girl can be taller or 
older, the couple can be inter-
racial, or they are a same sex 
couple. Whoever decided there 
needed to be a standardized 
relationship was completely 
out of line. 

Sure, if we see two people 
who display a huge age differ-
ence we may think it’s odd. But, 
does it really matter? Shouldn’t 
it be fine as long as they are 
happy? How can anybody else 
judge what happiness means?  

“Instead of judging couples 
on the differences between the 
people, they should realize that 
it is definitely not bad,” junior 
Allyssa Memmini explains. “In-
stead, you can learn from the 
other person and experience 
how different people view ev-
erything.” Memmini herself is 
in an interracial relationship.

People all over the media 
defy the standardized relation-
ship: Demi Moore and Ashton 
Kutcher, Heidi Klum and Seal 
Henry, Tom Cruise and Katie 
Holmes, and Ellen DeGeneres 
and Portia de Rossi. Obviously, 
two people don’t need to look 
perfect in order to be in love.

“If you like someone and 
enjoy their company, then it 
doesn’t matter if it’s ok with 
everyone,” junior Corianne 
Randstrom comments. “A re-
lationship is about embracing 
what makes each person spe-
cial.” Her relationship defies all 
dating norms as well.

Dating doesn’t require a 
mold to share happiness. It 
requires a connection, being 
comfortable with the other 
person, and being willing to 
take a risk to make a relation-
ship work.

What do you look for in a Valentine?

Edmond Ajram                    Fr.
Personality.

Nick O’Kieffe                Sr.
Someone who’s funny, sweet, 
and that I can take home to 
my parents.

Michelle  Albert        Soph.
 A good sense of humor and a 
beautiful smile.

Double 
standards 
troubling

A couple of weeks ago, two 
intrepid North Star staff mem-
bers approached me about writ-
ing a romantic advice column.

Across the country, former 
girlfriends cocked their heads 
slightly and gazed toward the 
horizon.  I’m sure they couldn’t 
put their finger on it, but they 
could sense something was 
amiss in the universe.

I like to think I can recognize 
my own faults.  In fact, I’ve 
often bragged about my own 
phenomenal modesty. With 
this in mind, I realized I am 
completely unqualified for this 
task and set out to do some 
research.

Specifically, I went to Hulu 
and checked out the latest 

pop culture sensation every-
one’s tweeting about, “Jersey 
Shore.”

After listening to “The Situ-
ation” and “Snooki” pontificate 
about their relationships for 
hours, I felt I had truly gained 
insight into the human condi-
tion. We are doomed.

Desperate to set right what 
has clearly gone so wrong, I 
sought further advice. In this 
case, “seeking advice” entailed 
turning my head and asking the 
guy next to me.

To protect his privacy, I have 
altered this teacher’s name.  
We’ll simply refer to him as 
Shmivan Silverberg.

Shmivan, a younger and 
cooler cat than me, suggested 
something about flowers.

While this probably made 

some sense, it lacked the 
soundtrack and ab muscles of 
a “Jersey Shore” episode. Con-
sequently, it failed to hold my 
attention and I stopped listen-
ing after a few seconds.

With the North Star’s dead-
line looming, I took drastic 
measures.  I got out of my 
chair.

After a few exhausting feet, 
I ran into another colleague.  
We’ll call him Han Doryn.

Han, whose striking fashion 
sense led me to believe he held 
some valuable insight, ran past 
me so fast I couldn’t hear what 
he said.

This leaves us here.  I’m 
on my own, and with only 50 
words left, I have yet to actu-
ally answer the question.  (I’ll 
bet a few of you thought you 

invented this trick.)
As for the advice, how about 

this: Just be yourself, not who 
you imagine your date would 
like you to be.

No, this doesn’t mean belch-
ing or scratching your armpit 
during dinner. It means let-
ting them see you for who you 
truly are.

If they’re worth your time, 
they’ll appreciate what you have 
to offer.  If they don’t, main-
taining the relationship would 
have required remembering far 
too many lies anyway.

So that’s it.  To conclude, 
“Jersey Shore” = Doom, and 
be yourself. 

Oh, and memorize some 
Shakespeare sonnets too.

Hey, I’m an English teacher.                          
It’s my job. 

Love advice courtesy of Mr. Peterson
           By Nils Peterson

Guest Contributor

        

Kristina Manojlovic                   Jr.
Someone who can make me 
laugh.

BOYs

GIRLs
&

You’re so 
rugged!

Y o u 
need a 
shower!

No, I don’t 
care if you 
h a n g  o u t 
with your ex-
girlfriend.

This is a 
tes t  and 
you’d better 
not fail!

S o r r y , 
my phone 
is broken!

Lucky 
I dropped my 
phone out a 
second story 

window.

What’s 
wrong?

W h a t 
meaningless 
self-inflicted 
trauma are 
y o u  g o i n g 
t h r o u g h 
now?

O f 
cour s e 

I want to 
meet your 
parents.

I hope 
y o u r  d a d 
doesn’t own 
a  s h o t -
gun.

Let’s just 
be friends.

I ’d sure 
like to get to 
know your 
best friend .

Design by: Julia Lechowicz and Beth Glaser
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If there is one generaliza-
tion to be made about love, it’s 
that it can only explained on 
a personal basis. Compared 
to the broad human struggle 
it encapsulates, reducing it to 
10 rules or 10 steps is almost 
impossible.

When it really comes down 
to it, there are around 12,742 
steps, but be warned: they are 
constantly rewriting and rear-
ranging themselves.

Lost, found, light, dark, 
desired or despised; love can 
take so many forms. Countless 
examples of each are easily 
found within chorus lines of 
pop music and plot lines of 
movies and literature. Even the 
most shallow glimpses of “true 
love” are an easy sell. Why? 
Whether innate or contrived, 
we have all yearned for it to 
some degree.

As a reporter, this is quite a 
difficult concept to discuss as it 
can be so simple on the surface 
yet so complex underneath. 

By Joe Betz
          Reporter

The 12,742 rules of love
Fortunately, the art of story 
teling makes this crazy little 
thing called love a bit easier to 
ponder.

Escaping into a story is an 
easy way to escape our own 
conflicts (or lack thereof) and 
embrace those which are more 
interesting or simply differ-
ent. The unruly emotions of 
people in pursuit of love can 
seem pathetic in reality, but 
when placed in the context of 
say, a romantic comedy, they 
suddenly become exciting and 
even beautiful. 

Even more appealing is the 
linear narrative set up by the 
storytellers that audiences are 
encouraged to try and mold into 
their own lives. Misinterpreting 
these stories as handbooks or 
instruction manuals on love can 
be quite detrimental.  

Though there are books on 
everything from casual flirta-
tion  to life commitments, the 
answer doesn’t seem to be 
obtainable by such means, but 
rather through a story. Your 
story, and nobody else’s.

 It’s normal for one to want to rent something different than the usual Notebook or Titanic to 
watch with your significant other on Valentine’s Day. However, straying from the tried-and-true 
can lead to disaster.  Whether these films are simply terrifying or end in tragic heartbreak, they 
will do nothing for your relationship.

The four WORST movies to watch with your valentine
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He’ll tell you he 
loves you and ask 
for a hug too. $14.95 
at Hallmark with the 
purchase of three 
greeting cards.

If you’re 
getting this, 
you prob-
ably  have 
better luck 
than Charlie 
Brown. $15 
at Target.

S o f t 
a n d 
c o z y . 
$16.50            
at For-
ever 21.

Key to her heart 
necklace. $15.50 at 
American Eagle Out-
fitters Bake delicious cookies with these 

festive M&M candies available at 
any grocery or convenience store.

How can you not 
love  the  comfort . 

$15.00 at Walgreens

Valentine’s Day

Pink, R
ed, a

nd White
: 

Valentin
e’s 

Goodies G
alore

Perfect for a do-it-

yourself s
pa day. $

35.00 

at Sephora.

Cartoon by: Joe Betz

500 Days of Summer

500 Days of Summer is a fabulous movie.  However, as the 
opening sequence states, “It is not a love story.” As the plot is 
unfolded through out-of-sequence flashbacks, the viewer will revel 
in the offbeat romance of Tom and Summer, two 20-year olds 
who meet at their office.  Nonetheless, the film ultimately ends in 
heartbreak as Summer leaves Tom alone and distraught. Perfect 
with friends, but ultimately not inspiring for a date night.

A Clockwork Orange 

Of course, all Clockwork fans are going to know exactly what’s 
about to happen right when this movie starts, but anyone who 
hasn’t seen it will be horrified. Not only at what’s happening, but 
at the fact that you have a copy of it. Your date just won’t just think 
of the song “Singing in the Rain” the same way ever again; they 
won’t ever think of you the same way again either. 

By Beth Glaser

Rated PG-13
2009

Ringu

This one is definitely not your basic die-in-seven-days-after-
watching-this-creepy-video movie. The original 1998 adaption of 
The Ring is probably one of the most terrifying movies ever made. 
With an almost completely different storyline from the 2004 
version, Ringu is a psychological thriller, and has the creepiest 
girl-in-the-well.  There isn’t much time to cuddle on the couch 
while watching this one when you’re too busy being scared out 
of your mind.

 By Brett Nagel

By Brett Nagel

Rated R
1979

Unrated
1998

By Elyssa Cherney

Rated PG-13
2010

Dear John

Although the latest Nicholas Sparks’ new hit Dear John has 
racked in $30.5 million in less than a week, the North Star cau-
tions you to stay away from this teary-eyed drama if you want 
to remain a believer in the power of love. The emotional roller 
coaster, characteristically dubbed a “chick flick,” is made up of 
the same ingredients in all the rest of Sparks’ blockbusters: the 
messiness of life, the passing of time, and heartbreak. 

This special Val-
entine’s Day issue 
of the North Star 
was created by 
a portion of the 
North Star staff.

Elyssa Cherney
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Dear Sean’s girlfriend,
You have made our 

lives 20 times better than 
we ever thought possible. 
Call us ; )

-JV boys swim team

I <3 DM
Love,
Winston

Dear Eva Dubovoy,
I see you in the halls, 

you seem more beautiful 
everyday. I truly hope 
that you have a very hap-
py Valentines Day.

-Your secret admirer

Do you know who your Valentine is?

Yoni Segev-
You beautiful hunk of 

deliciousness! I’ll never for-
get the first moment I laid 
eyes on you in P.E. last 
year. You looked amazing 
in those purple shorts; it 
was unbelieveable. Since 
then you’ve become one 
of the greatest guys I know 
and I’m so glad I get such 
a gorgeous guy like you in 
my life.

Love always,
Simon Saliba

Dear jonathan nigemah,
you are so cute. especially 

that eyebrow : ) i melt in-
side  when i see you. please be 
mine?

xoxo,
Your Secret admirer

Dear Auroris Dance Co.-
We are the most affection-

ate company... ever. I love all of 
you girls and cannot imagine 
next year without you.

All my love,
Elyssa

Alissa, Ayana, Brett, 
Lauren,  Rachel ,  and 
Maya:

North Star buddies for 
life. Lauren don’t gradu-
ate.

-Jocelyn

Cris, you’re ugly but it’s okay 
cuz you’re my ugly. Oh and swole 
but not really : )

Love,
Alex

Dear Nahrain Odisho,
Happy Valentine’s Day 

sweetheart! ( :
Love,
Rabael Rasho

U. RO, J. ANZ, Ang, 
Stini, loley, Risa, Mere 
you....LIGHT UP MY LIFE! 
GOT’em!

-Allie =]

Dear Mrs. Arteaga’s homeroom,
We hope you the best- for today 

and for the next three years. Remem-
ber, you are loved.

Love,
Shira and Alvin

Jon Hong,
Will you go to the Prom 

with me?
Love, Aviva

Dear Amanda,
On November 25th, you made a 

great choice by saying yes. Since 
then, you have made me very happy. 
There is nothing I can compare to 
what we have. Sweetie, I love what 
we have and will cherish it forever. 
You’ll always be on my mind.

Your loving boyfriend ,
Dan

Dear DM execs,
You make my Wednesday 

nights! I love you all. Power 
clap on three!

-Deesha, Rachel S., Hillary

Hey there, Twinky. Happy 
Valentine’s Day! I’m spending 
it with you! I hope you like the 
dozens of roses I’m not giving 
you. Isn’t my love enough? 
: ) Just kidding! I love you! 
6/28 <3

-Poopsy

Jessica Rojas,
Your smile has always 

brightened my day. Each 
time I’m with you I never 
want you to leave. Day af-
ter day I think about you. I 
would be there for you when 
you need someone, someone 
to hug or hold on to. I’m 
willing to make you smile 
because it brings me joy. All 
in all I know you might not 
read this but, hey, I’m only 
writing this, that’s it there’s 
probably more that I want to 
say but this is it.

Love,
Anonymous

Todd, 
I love you 

like a bug

Alisa-
Thanks for trying to sabotage 

me by writing a fake love note 
from me. Too bad you forgot I’m 
on the newspaper so I’d never let 
it get printed. Good try though!

From Alisa + the funny

My dearest JuJu,
I LOVE YOU =] You bright-

en my day with your magic 
touch. (wink face)

Lots of love,
Rita

Alexa... I’ve always thought  
you were the cutest person. 
Everytime I met you my heart 
would always pound and I 
would sweat a lot... I’m so hap-
py we’re together kitty <333

-Sean Ro
P.S. that’s what Sean’s GF 

said =P

My favorite Bagel, 
Even though you don’t 

have chive cream cheese and 
you’re not Jewish, I’ll think 
of all the fun times we’ve had 
when I look at a real bagel. 

I <3 you,
Becky

My dearest best friends,
I am so thankful to be able to call 

you my best friends. I love you all! 
I’m glad that you’re all a part of my 
life. Nineveh, Sandra, Haya, Annie, 
Rahwa, Caitlin, Neha, Hiba. P.S. If I 
forgot to write your name, you’re 
still a Valentine in my <3

-Nyree the Diva

To Tali Finestone:
Taliiiiiiiii, you’re such a great 

friend. I love you.
Love, Eva
Daanish <3 <3 <3
Hey, just saying hi!! you’re 

awesome and the bestest!
awesome and best girl,
Liz

Dear Elena Espina,
You are the star in our hearts, 

the voice that speaks and the sis-
ter that will always be loved and 
cared for. I love you! You will 
always be my Valentine.

Love always and forever,
Sami

To my fifth period Euro
This Valentine’s Day,
With much ado,
I present a poem about just    

    wacka wacka 
I am for you.
My quiet boys in the corner,
Speak up, let us all hear!
Be it Glen or Wayne
(but which is which isn’t clear).
To my math guys,
Sean, Alvin, and Josh
I love you all equally,
But especially Josh
To those intellectual girls,
Like Deesha, Kimi, and Esther
I love your ideas,
That’s why it’s you I always     

    pester!
And to my gaggle of geese
You girls always do your      

    work,
I love you the way
Mckay loves being a jerk
Love,
Mrs. Holman

Daniel Pomeranz,
Thank you for being nice to me. I like 

to see you everyday in the hallway. Be 
mine.

Girlfriend,
Connie Liang

Aviva,
Even though you think I’m stupid, 

dumb, irresponsible, ignorant, awk-
ward, obnoxious, gross, and modest, 
and even if you think that my dog 
barks too much or that I don’t talk or 
that I don’t read enough or worry too 
much about the future or that I don’t 
believe in time, I still like you.

-Max

To all my girls:
I want to wish you all a 

Happy Valentine’s Day. I 
love you all and thank you 
for being there for me. 
Jen, April, and Cami we’ll 
all kick butt. Our last year 
together so let’s make it 
the best.

Love,
Yadi

To Camila Marquez:
I love you soooo much. 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S 
DAY!

To my students-
Thanks for an amazing 

first semester, and a secnd 
one that has started memo-
rably.

-Mr. Pratt

Dear Mare-Bear,
I love you very much forever 

and always!!
Love,
Serena Hocharoen

To Jenny, Kelli, and Rachel, 
the best lunch buddies ever. 
Especially Rachel who is also 
the best gym buddy ever. lol. 
Love ya girlies!

-Valeria B.

To the ladies of Auroris,
We had so many special in-

side jokes and have bonded so 
quickly. I’ll always miss staying 
late at school with you guys. 
Thanks to all the seniors too, 
you guys will be truly missed! 
Love you all SO much! Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

-Mary Montemayor

Eddie Kao,
Happy Valentine’s baby! 

I love you so much. Have a 
“gawesome” birthday! You’re 
the best!

Your Jam

Dear Gabriella,
Happy Valentine’s Day! This year 

has been amazing and so much of that 
is due to you. I love you.

Love,
Gideon

Hey Alejandra...
What is love? Baby don’t 

hurt me, don’t hurt me.... no 
more. (I hope this gets stuck 
in your head ( : )Happy Val-
entine’s Day!

-Arman

Dear Ralph and 
Xenia,

I love you both so 
much! We are such 
a great non-muggle 
family. You are my 
knight in shining ar-
mor and my special 
little princess. Family 
forever!

Love,
Corianne and Taz 

(woof!)

MJSo,
You’re the cheese to my 

macaroni, the milk to my 
cookies, the pot of gold at 
the end of the rainbow, the 
sun in my sky. Nahrain says 
you have some mad climbing 
skills. Love you biffle!

-Lexi

Dear SIS (Irini Losoff),
You’re ugly! I love you =]
Thanks for being the best sister 

anyone could ask for (and for in-
troducing Say Anything to me).

Love,
Your BRO (Gorgos Losoff)

Ana Banana,
“Your mind resembles my own 

except that you happen to be insane.” 
I’m sorry I didn’t mention your name 
in the yearbook. I hope this makes up 
for it and I hope we can still be soul-
mates. Because, skilletwaffle, I love 
you more than chicken.

-Bini

Sarah Katz, I think you are so 
beautiful. I love the way you walk 
and talk. It makes me fall even 
harder for you.

Love your secret admirer

Dear Niles north 
wrestling team,

you guys are the most 
dedicated, hardworking 
people i know. i love each 
and every one of you, 
and am heartbroken 
that the season is com-
ing to an end. much love 
to my boys mike, danny 
k, danny r., cris, todd, 
drew, and tommy. thank 
you for a memorable 
winter. 

your manager,
reine
p.s. i’m writing this 

before regionals- but i 
expect that we’re head-
ing to sectionals this 
weekend! so good luck!

Dear gorgeous girls and Trent,
Oh I love the way you guys eat 

your bosco sticks. If only you guys 
would notice me, sitting so pain-
fully in the corner, eating my soup. 
I’m always looking forward to 7th 
lunch just to see your blinding 
awesomeness : )

Love,
Charmaine, Tina, & Jenica
aka McLoven

PEg = Love

Serena,
So we pretty much have gotten 

closer... like really close over the 
past months. Lol hope we can bake 
together more! WE LOVE YOU!

-Mary and Pandie

Dear Michelle K.,
over the years I have grown 

more and more attracted to you. 
Will you be my Valentine?

-Arsen

Edgar + Deepa

Dear 5th period Euro,
You guys are a great class. 

I am truly honored to be 
teaching such bright minds. 
I love all of you (even though 
1st period is my favorite).

Sincerely,
Mrs. Holman

Love, Eva

Ma Cherie Bete,
Je suis en vie. Quand 

On n’a que l’amour, Je t’ai. 
Ecrivons notre historie 
encore.  Je t’adore.

-Gregory
AL: Je suis mort 
sans toi :(

Chile, 
 I love you. I love 

your sillyness, your imper-
sonations, and everything 
in between. And I espe-
cially love your hair. Run 
away to Spain with me? 

                           xoxo
       Your love

Yeah, so fatty, this is probably 
one of the cutest things YOU (yes, 
I said YOU) ever said to me:

We’re given: two hands to hold; 
two legs to walk; two eyes to see; 
two ears to listen; but why only one 
heart? Because the other was given 
to someone else…for us to find :)

Just thought you’d like to know 
that I still remember.

Much love,
Jaanu

Don’t trip, Chocolate Chip
 - Fatty

Dear Rita,
Magic       

      touch.
JuJu

Shmaggie + neighbor
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On Valentine’s Day, it can 
seem like everybody but you 
has a significant other. How-
ever, there is more than one 
type of relationship. Below is a 
walk through of these different 
types of friends.

The Kid in your Engli-
class who’s also in your 
Homeroom 

 Everybody knows a person 
that they have grown up  with 
over the years but never re-
ally connected with. When 
you share a class, forming a 
“friendly bond” is imperative 
for succeeding. More often than 
not, these acquaintances will 
feed the answers to you and 
will not question why you are 
talking to them in homeroom 
when you usually never even  
say “hello” to them. Usually 
this person and you don’t have 
mutual friends, and this is one 
of the factors that stop you from 
becoming close. Good thing 
homeroom is four years long. 

 I’m Bored and You’re 
Free

Remember that rainy day 
when you had nothing to do 
and all your friends were busy?  
This is the friend you call when 
this happens. Catching up is 
a focal point in the conversa-
tions.  Statements like “Where 
have you been?” and “We 
should hang out sometime,” 
are brought up and usually 
never answered.  Ideally you 
can hang out with this person 
and appreciate the relation-
ship, but this is usually not the 
case.  More often than not, this 
person was a close friend at 
some point, but as time passed 
both of you drifted.  This is a 
sad reality, but, hey, that’s high 
school for you.  

 The BFFL
When you feel like your 

entire life is imploding, this 
is the person you seek solace 
in.  This person knows you 
inside and out and sometimes 
it scares you how well they can 
read through you.  You can con-
fide everything in this person. 
When you’re depressed, they 
make you happy. When you’re 
happy, they let you gloat about 
your success. They know your 
faults and love you anyway. 
That’s why they earned the 
moniker BFFL. And even after 
the internet shuts down and 
Facebook gets deleted, they will 
still call you to see how you’re 
doing. 

Boyfriend/Girlfriend
The ultimate friend. You 

pour every ounce of your soul 
into this person and vice versa. 
Einstein’s quote about time’s 
relativity never feels as real as 
when you talk to this person, 
and look up at the clock and 
realize that two hours have 
passed. But you don’t care, 
because talking to this person 
completes you. 

By Azaan Shah
  Reporter

Ever had an idea that you 
dismissed as silly, only to have 
someone else say the same 
thought and have it sound 
amazing? The only reason you 
didn’t speak up was because 
you thought everyone would 
think it was stupid, but every-
one loved it. It’s frustrating and 
you regret not saying it yourself 
since it was your idea. After five 
minutes, though, it’s easy to 
move on because it’s not that 
important.

Love and affection, on the 
other hand, are important. So 
many people don’t share their 
feelings with the ones they care 
about because they’re scared. 
Then, they are left wonder-
ing whether they should have 
stepped up, taken charge, and 

gotten to know their potential 
significant other. It’s normal. 
We, as humans, are scared of 
rejection and pain and do our 
best to avoid it. Why try if you 
have a huge chance of getting 
hurt, right? Wrong.

We shouldn’t be scared. We 
shouldn’t fear the unknown or 
the possibility of rejection. So 
what if you get turned down? 
Yeah, it hurts for a little bit, but 
you know you’ll get over it. It’s 
strange that people still need 
the “there are plenty more fish 
in the sea” pep-talk.  

Even after a bad break-up, 
it may seem that the world is 
ending but it isn’t really. Ba-
bies are still taking their first 
steps, trees are still producing 
oxygen, and your friends still 
need you.  

The average human life is 80 

years long. If someone rejects 
you, you’ll have to deal with 
that feeling for just a moment 
and the aftershock feelings 
won’t last that long either. 
When you’re 40, you’re not go-
ing to remember every person 
that has ever let you down.

But say  you meet an amaz-
ing person who thinks you are 
the cheese to their macaroni. 
Now, don’t you believe those 
moments of anxiety were worth 
it? The feeling of being with 
someone you truly care about 
kind of cancels out the stressful 
feeling of asking someone out. 

Go for it. Don’t regret doing 
nothing when you’re old and 
grey. Be strong and be open to 
the possibility of finding love. 
It’s terrifying, of course, but 
that’s what makes it so exhila-
rating.  

Sofiya Teplitskaya
  Verve Editor

friendship
A legitimate, trustworthy 

friend is hard to come by in in 
life and especially in high school. 
Don’t let the movies fool you. It’s 
even harder to find an equally 
dependable friend that is the op-
posite gender. Defined as “gems” 
for the rarity of such friends, it’s 
important to recognize what you 
want out of a friendship.  

It’s easy to fall into the “we 
are close friends, so maybe we 
can date” mindset when you are 
attracted to a person. But don’t 
confuse those two hour phone 
calls for a romantic rendezvous.

On one hand, things might 

work out perfectly as your sig-
nificant other confesses their love, 
stating, “Oh, I was just waiting for 
you to tell me! Now let’s go out for 
ice cream and discuss our feelings 
for each other!!” But more often 
than not, they will not share the 
same sentiments. 

And then instead of the person 
in question just being happy to 
talk to you and hang out, he/she 
now has to worry about  “hurt-
ing you” and all the emotional 
baggage that comes with teenage 
angst. 

The friend zone isn’t a fun 
place to be in when you have un-
requited love, but it is a lot better 
than the exile zone. 

Sometimes, compromising 
your feelings for the friendship is 
something that needs to be done. 
It’s better to have loved and lost 
then never loved at all, but to sac-
rifice love and avoid unneccessary 
problems is divine. It’s tempting 
to follow your heart and say what 
you truly feel, but it’s necessary to 
let the brain have a say as well.

“I love you” takes three seconds 
to say, three hours to explain, and 
a lifetime to prove, but when the 
person doesn’t want to hear it 
from you (“nothing personal, I 
just don’t like you like that”) it will 
be a lot harder to right the poten-
tially awkward relationship that 
comes with a one-sided affair. 

Don’t take the friend zone for granted
By Aaron Toch

Sports Editor

The basis of any relationship 
is friendship. If you can’t be 
friends with someone then you 
certainly can’t date them. 

A friend is someone who will 
always be there for you.  A best 
friend is someone you can turn 
to in times of need. 

A boyfriend is all of those 
things and more. So it makes 
sense, then, that close friend-
ships often turn into romantic 

relationships. 
A friendship should not 

necessarily be created with the 
intent to start a relationship but 
if it happens, then let it happen. 
It may be awkward when or if 
it ends, but a real friend will 
always remain a friend. 

 As a person who is currently 
dating her best friend of three 
years, I can confidentally say 
that a relationship based off 
of a friendship has a strong 
foundation. 

It’s reassuring to know that 
the person you are with actually 
cares about you for more than 
just superficial reasons.  

It’s scary to contemplate 
taking the jump and changing 
the entire nature of your rela-
tionship with someone, but you 
should weigh the possibility of 
future happiness against any 
fears or doubts you may have. 
You never know, it might just 
work out. It did for me. And I 
couldn’t be happier. 

Take the leap; date a friend
By Akshita Siddula

  Managing Editor
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The Go-To Guy

The BFFL

The Beau

The Homeroom     
 Homie

Valentine’s Day

 

Don’t let fear of love hold you back

Check out the biennial Empty Walls Charity Art Auction 
Saturday, Feb. 13 5:30 - 8:00pm in the Codell Commons. 

What a girl wants: Becoming the Valentine’s Day stereotype

Strength of aA Test of Strength


