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           By Mara Joaquin
Ed-Op  Editor

Niles North High School 
parents were among the many 
to speak out firmly against the 
Chicago Transit Authority’s  
(CTA) proposed Yellow Line 
expansion to include a stop 
at the Niles North campus 
during a community meeting, 
Wednesday, Sept. 23, hosted 
by the CTA.

The forum, held at the Oak-
ton Community Center, re-
volved around the CTA’s inten-
tions to continue the Yellow 
line’s elevated tracks 1.6 miles 
along the old Union Pacific rail 
line.  This route would run from 
the current Dempster Street 
stop to Golf Road and then par-
allel along the east side of the 
Edens Expressway to end at Old 
Orchard Road with a terminus 
station and parking garage in 
the Niles North parking lot.

 Dubbed the Locally Pre-
ferred Alternative (LPA), this 
proposal is the product of the 
CTA’s “Alternative Analysis,” a 
study which began in 2006 so 
that the transit authority could 
be eligible for funding from the 
federal government.   
      Although multiple options 
for expansion were proposed, 
including an increased public 
bus system, the Bus Rapid 
Transit alternative (between 
the Dempster station and the 
Old Orchard mall), and the No 
Build Alternative, CTA hopes 
for the LPA plan. With govern-
ment approval of the Yellow 

line expansion, the CTA can 
obtain financial aid to fund the 
predicted $270 million project.  
If the plan passes, construction 
will begin in 2013 with a pro-
jected 2016 opening.

Residents’ concerns in the 
face of the LPA were heard at 
the Sept. 23 public meeting 
but the CTA will not officially 
respond until after the Oct. 27 
due date for written comments; 
then the CTA will report once 
more on its findings and recom-
mendation.

Issues addressed included: 
safety, funding, disturbances in 
residential areas, noise, trans-
portation of criminals to the 
local courthouse, and the pos-
sible loss of Niles North sport-
ing fields and the free-standing 
electrical building.

While the potentially green 
plan seeks to reduce traffic 
congestion and improve transit 
access for local commuters and 
outsiders who wish to visit Old 
Orchard and the surrounding 
areas, some Niles North stu-
dents and staff claim the pos-
sible cons outweigh potential 
pros.

“The CTA’s Locally Preferred 
Alternative is not [District 
219’s] locally preferred alter-
native,” Dr. Nanciann Gatta, 
superintendent of District 219, 

said, to loud applause.
Steve Grossman, Niles 

West teacher and president of 
the Niles Township teachers’ 
union, has said that the union 
will oppose what compromises 
the safety of students

 “I don’t like the idea of peo-
ple coming in and out of school 
grounds who could endanger 
the school,” added Carolyn 
Lenhardt, administrative as-
sistant to Student Activities at 
Niles North.

Others, including Niles 
North Parent Teacher Student 
Association president Renee 
DeWald, have stressed poten-
tial environmental problems 
such as “noise pollution as a 
result from the train running 
so close to the school.”

On the rail track that is 
proposed to be built near the 
section of Niles North that 
houses many fine arts class-
es and drama performances, 
sophomore Jonathan Sabin 
stated: “It would be annoying 
if there’s a train station here. 
You [would be able to] hear 
the train in class, especially if 
you’re in band.”

Skokie mayor George Van 
Dusen, an original proponent 
of the project, has recently 
retracted his initial position. 
In a phone interview he stated, 
“I urge the CTA to abandon the 
Niles North project.  I encour-
age them to look at the Bus 
Rapid Transit alternative.”

Still, some residents, includ-
ing Niles North parents and 
students, favor the expansion.  

“It would be easier for people 
who didn’t take the bus or drive 
to school,” said sophomore 
Diala David.

Whether for or against, as 
the Alternative Analysis pro-
gram comes to a close with 
2009, the CTA website states:  

“We are interested in hear-
ing your thoughts on the alter-
natives that will be studied [...] 
and how construction or opera-
tion of the project might affect 

community resources that you 
care about. ”  

Comments can be submitted 
to the website, www.transitchi-
cago.com, for consideration by 
Oct. 27.  The site should also be 
checked regularly for updates 
and possible meeting dates. 
   The community petition   
against the expansion that of-
fered 357 signatures at the Sept. 
23 meeting will be available 
Oct. 7 at the Skokie Public Li-
brary for more signatures.  This 
petition will be presented again 
to the CTA as further testament 
of public opinion.  
      Concludes Niles North prin-
cipal Robert Freeman, “It’s like 
playing a game of chess.  You 
make one move and wait.”



By Maya Erf
Feature Editor

When I found out we were 
having another TREK day this 
year my first thought was “Yes, 
a day when I don’t have to 
worry about school!”

 I became more excited when 
I looked at the packet and saw 
all the field trip options. My 
mind was set on either going 
to the zoo or traveling to Chi-
natown. 

I could only imagine how 
great the day would be: a pep 
assembly and then Chicago 
with a bunch of friends. Too 
bad my dreams were crushed 
at 12:04 a.m. the day senior 
registration began. 

The morning of senior regis-
tration I overheard my upper-
classmen friends talking about 
how they had tried to get into 
a field trip that morning. In-
terested, I butted in and asked 

what happened. Unfortunately, 
my top choice was filled with 
the 30 people maximum within 
four minutes. I guess I was not 
the only one who wanted to 
leave school for a day.

It makes sense that seniors 
would want to pick the field 
trips first so they get out of 
school. That’s what I want to 
do, too, but all of the juniors, 
sophomores, and freshmen 
were left with the not-so-great 
field trips or less exciting in-
school activities. 

It wouldn’t have been a big 
deal if everyone got to register 
at the same time and I just 
wasn’t fast enough. But, like 
always, the school gave seniors 
priority. 

What makes it worse is ju-
niors won’t have the opportu-
nity to get a better TREK choice 
next year. Because TREK hap-
pens every other year, I will 
never be able to go on an excit-
ing field trip downtown with all 
my friends from school. 

It makes more sense to allow 
seniors and juniors to register 
at the same time since it is 
the last TREK year for both 
grades.

TREK is supposed to be a 
fun and stress-free day for stu-
dents that the district worked 
very hard to make an enjoyable 
experience for all grades. How-
ever, these complications led 
to disappointment and many 
students have tried to figure out 
ways to avoid today.
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TREK triggers trouble

10.Facebook Chat
I deleted my AIM account 

in an attempt to up my nightly 
productivity and then the little 
blue and white boxes came 
along.

9. Video Chat Freeze 
Frames

If future centuries were left 
nothing but video chat thumb-
nails to study our adolescent 
population, they would most 
likely concur that we lived in 
a world of bad lighting replete 
with ceiling fans, sad wall deco-
rations, melodramatic sighs, 

By Lauren Teng
News Editor 

Top 10 Reasons to love Facebook
shifty eyes and in a constant 
state of hunched sideways-
ness, and for the most part, 
they would be right.

8. The ‘Like’ Button
And the often bemoaned 

absence of its opposite.
7. The Cell Phone Icon
Because it makes me feel 

like my Facebook addiction 
isn’t nearly as bad as yours.

6. Serious and Seriously 
Ridiculous Groups

When the “Jews vs. Asians” 
battle swept Skokie and Ev-
anston as a joke, as it prob-
ably only could in our area, I 
definitely joined both sides. I 
also giggled unashamed and 
unabashadly at the meticu-
lously verbose description for 
a group attempting to abolish 
firefighting because it’s social-
ist. And no, I did not hesitate 
to click “join” upon seeing my 
invitation for “I will go out of 
my way to step on that crunchy 
looking leaf.” 

5. Newsfeed Flirting
When two of my closest 713 

friends have messaged little 
nothings (literally) to each 
other for the past hour it is 
bound to show up in my news-

feed; and it is as irresistible as 
watching freshmen discover 
the fact that the two foot space 
bubble rule no longer exists.

4. Newsfeed Flirting + 
Flirty Lingo

It is even harder to look 
away when I can marvel at 
how cuuute it iss dat u guyz 
talk toooo eachotha lyke dis is 
no biggie bcuzz :] <3 duuude 
OMG dis language yo is obv 
waaaay noncommittal homie, 
fshooo !!!

3. The Little Red Notifi-
cation Flag

Admit it, you feel special 
when you see it, too.

2. The Advertisements 
Know Me!

I do love to dance! And I do 
love vintage t-shirts! And yes, I 
am a Jewish young adult in the 
Chicagoland area! And I would 
like homeopathic solutions for 
premature male pattern bald-
ing! Wait a second…

1.What Old Design?
Yes I did take the pledge to 

shun Facebook for eternity if 
the layout was changed…and 
no I do not have the slightest 
recollection of what the old 
Facebook looked like.

Is it fair that seniors 
register first for TREK?

Rachel Banoff                  Fr.
“No! There was nothing good 
left for us!”

Andres Merlos                 Sr.
“Yes! It is our last year! Seniors 
have seniority.”

Vanessa Indries            Jr.
“No! Juniors and seniors should 
register at the same time. It is 
our last year of TREK too!”

Gal Shoffet                        So.
“Everyone should register at 
the same time. 
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FOR ANYONE FEELING CHARITABLE
and hungry at the same time.

Please join us for some food, fun, and goodwill.

Potbelly will be donating 25% of their sales on 
Friday, October 2, 2009 from 4:00-7:00 pm 

to Niles North and West Dance Marathon.

Only at: Old Orchard Shopping Center



I already have my safety schools, but not...

At least 12 squad cars are at 
the school, arrests have been 
made, rumors are circulating 
that a gun has been pulled 
and you’re telling me that I’m 
not allowed back into Niles 
North?

Seriously?
I’d like to think that school 

is a safe place, but I questioned 
this when security told me that 
I couldn’t enter the building 

after a fight erupted during the 
Niles North-Niles West football 
game.

Niles North Security Direc-
tor, Paul Banks, said that they 
did not allow students back into 
the building after the North-
West game because they “could 
not guarantee their safety” 
inside the building. But when 
the environment outside is in 
hysteria, where are we sup-
posed to turn? 

It’s not like this disorganiza-
tion was a fluke; it’s been going 
on for months.

I don’t understand why I 
am interrogated when I come 
back to school after hours to 
pick up a book that I forgot 
in my locker; I don’t see why 
students have to be shooed out 
of the lobby at 3:23 p.m. on the 
dot and I can’t comprehend 
why almost every encounter I 
have with a security guard is a 
hostile one. 

Banks said students are wel-
come to stay in the MARC after 

school where there is supervi-
sion, but it is not the duty of 
an officer to supervise students 
who just want to “hang out” in 
the lobby. 

“We, security, are not try-
ing to make life difficult for 
any student, our primary focus 
and concern is for their safety,” 
Banks said. “We enforce the 
rules that have been established 
and hold students accountable 
to ensure the safety of everyone 
in the school.” 

So maybe security guards are 
misperceived as the “bad guys” 
because it’s their job to enforce 
the rules and tell us what to do 
when we don’t follow them, 
but there is still a breakdown 
in communication somewhere 
down the line.

Niles North is an academic 
institution first, but new secu-
rity policies are compromising 
this fact.

Now, students aren’t allowed 
to bring bags to football games, 
but also aren’t permitted to 
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By Azaan Shah
Reporter

What isn’t nice about being 
a senior? We get to graduate 
before everyone else. (I know 
all of us have heard the song 
by Asher Roth and yes, college 
is really like that). We get to 
wear cool senior shirts and we 
win every Spirit Stick contest, 
which means free pizza.   

It’s easier to enter the Stu-
dent Commons as seniors than 
as juniors. Although we still 
have to attend school just like 
every other student, our work-
load is miniscule in compari-
son. 

I know some seniors who 
have four study halls and an 
early release. That’s insane!  
The reason we can pull this 

off is because many of us have 
met our graduation require-
ments after six semesters of 
high school.  

Everyone remembers when 
they were freshmen and they 
looked up to seniors. Now, we 
are finally there. Being a senior 
is not about being obnoxious or 
acting like you’re better than 
anyone else, it’s about tradi-
tion. 

We have the right to feel 
seniority because we have en-
dured more than any other 
kid in the school. We’ve had to 
wake up every morning at six  to 
get ready for school for the past 
three years.  In addition to that, 
we’ve had our share of juggling 
sports, clubs, and homework. 
We’ve experienced the pande-
monium of high school.

Seniority means showing 
school spirit. There are plenty 
of seniors who quite frankly 
don’t want to be at school, let 
alone like it. 

At this point in our high 
school career, our class has 
become a family. It’s a feeling 
of unity that is instilled within 
us. These feelings of camarade-
rie and of accomplishment are 
feelings underclassmen won’t 
understand until they experi-
ence the trials and triumphs 
leading up to senior year.

Seniors run this ship

By Aaron Toch
Sports Editor

The Spirit Stick must have 
been donated by a senior class 
of long ago, because it naturally 
has a way of finding them in 
just about every pep assembly, 
much to the collective groans of 
the underclassmen citing that 
they were louder. 

Being a senior is fun; classes 
are easier, study halls come in 
bunches, and everyone else is 
younger. But just because we 
have gotten through three years 
of Niles North, does not mean 
that we are entitled to act like 
demigods as we walk through 
the hallways to public speaking 
or anatomy. 

This prima donna way of 
thinking, coupled with the 

newly vigilant security, sup-
plied all the ammunition that 
was needed for the seniors in 
the first 2009 pep assembly of 
the 2008-09 year. 

They jeered at the admin-
istration in front of the en-
tire school, holding up poster 
boards with various imagery. 
They demanded respect to be 
given to them, and the entire 
student body watched on as 
Principal Freeman chided them 
for lack of leadership.

He then told us that there 
may never be a pep assembly 
again (which was changed in 
later weeks), and released us 
10 minutes early to question 
what in the world the seniors 
had just done.

 Those seniors showed us 
the danger of a mindset shared 
across a grade, a mindset that 
said “all me,” and alienated 
the entire school. Now that 
we are the incumbent seniors, 
it is imperative for us to not 
inherit this cancerous way of 
thinking. 

There are ways to earn re-
spect. Being a senior does 
not grant us the ability to do 
whatever we want, no matter 
who is making it inconvenient 
for us to sneak into the lunch 
room during our abundance of 
study halls.  

Seniors need to show class 
The respect that seniors 

“deserve” must be earned, and 
it can be. There are ways to 
give back to the school, even if 
your G.P.A is not the caliber of  
Point tutors or if you were not 
elected to serve in the Impact 
program. 

Helping the underclassmen 
learn the nooks and crannies of 
high school is far more impor-
tant than correcting their math 
homework. It doesn’t matter 
who gets the game clinching 
interception at PowderPuff, or 
the top 10 reasons for why we 
are better than the underclass-
men on the always funny senior 
T-shirts. 

Acting like our grade is the 
best at Niles North is a fallacy. 
At exactly this time next year, 
we will all be at universities 
and North will have moved on 
without us. 

Our legacy will be stuck in 
the brilliantly colored pages of 
the yearbook, and a few select 
athletes will be enshrined on 
the wall. 

Because of our important 
influence on the school, we 
have to protect Victor’s shield 
and be the best students we can 
be. After all, if we can’t emulate 
greatness, then what do we re-
ally have to brag about in the 
first place?

By Elyssa Cherney
Editor in Chief

FACT 
BOX return to their lockers after 

the event. 
English teacher Heather In-

graham thinks that something 
needs to be worked out for 
students to get their belongings 
after the game, and before the 
weekend. 

“Asking students to come 
back Saturday morning to get 
their stuff creates problems for 
students who don’t drive ... or 
who have other commitments 
on Saturday morning,” Ingra-
ham said. “I understand that 
the school can’t have several 
hundred people flooding into 
the halls after a rowdy football 
game, but not every kid is able 
to go home and drop off their 
book bag before coming back 
for the game.”

Maybe we need more man-
power or there just needs to be 
more understanding of both 
perspectives. Whatever it is, 
students and security need to 
work together to make school 
the safe haven it should be.  

Cartoon by Jonathan Leithold-Patt

- At the Niles North - 
Niles West football game 
a fight erupted between 
current and former North 
students. 

- There were no weapons 
involved. The fight trig-
gered multiple other fights 
among the spectators. 

- A visitors’ entrance gate 
has been opened. 

- The south drive entrance 
and the west parking lot 
are now closed during 
games. 

-The area between the 
outside bathrooms and 
the concession stand is no 
longer an  open area for 
students during games.  
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‘Artober’ Fest sheds light on new artists
By Sarah Horton

Reporter

Artober Fest, held Oct. 26-
30, is a  brand new celebration 
of first-semester artwork.  Un-
like previous years, where stu-
dents’ art was not showcased 
until second semester, first 
semester students will now get 
their chance in the limelight.

The new exhibit is the brain-
child of art teachers Lori Real 
and Michael Rush. Artwork 

hasn’t been a chance for them 
to showcase their art.  Junior 
Sara Kaucher said, “I only 
have art for one semester, so 
I’m glad that I can have the 
chance to show people what 
I can do.”

Artober Fest will feature 
new mediums  such as encaus-
tics (hot wax painting made 
by adding pigments to heated 
wax) and pictures taken with 
pin-hole cameras. 

 Teachers from other de-

made by first semester students 
in every art class offered at 
Niles North will be displayed 
in the halls in an attempt to 
introduce art into the lives of 
the student body.  

“I think people aren’t aware 
that art is a real discipline,” 
said Real.

Many students who are only 
able to take an art class first 
semester because of schedul-
ing conflicts have been short-
changed in the past, as there 

After months of planning 
and construction, the Multiple 
Academic Resource Corridor, 
located in the center of the 
school, has been completed. It 
includes a renovated literacy 
center known as The Point, the 
Instructional Resource Center, 
and the recently created C3 
study hall and Reading Inter-
vention room.

C3, an acronym for com-
fortable, collaborative, and 
connected, is a new computer 
resource room open to students 
during study hall and lunch 
periods. It is also open after 

school along with the rest of 
the M.A.R.C.

It hosts 40 mini-laptop com-
puters and 12 desktops, al-
lowing for students to work in 
groups as well as individually. 
The room also features a wide 
variety of new furniture aimed 
at creating a more comfortable 
environment.

“The idea is similar to that 
of a college union; we were 
looking to create a relaxed set-
ting where students can come 
together and work without the 
rigidity of normal classes,” said 
principal Robert Freeman.

The C3 has received a lot 
of traffic since it first opened 
in August and kids are often 

turned away due to the 60- 
student maximum. According 
to the most recent numbers, 
almost 200 students access the 
C3 every day.

“The C3 is a quiet place to 
go and work but it’s also a good 
place to go if I wanted to talk to 
my friends or work on a group 
project,” says senior Benjamin 
Jakupi.

Another new addition to 
the M.A.R.C. this year is room 
1405, the Reading Intervention 
Room. Run by English teacher 
Katherine Gillies, this room 
is directed to address the 25 
percent of students that enter 
Niles North reading below the 
required state level.

“We needed a place for these 
students to receive specialized 
attention and be taught indi-
vidually,” said Carl Hagman, 
assistant principal. The room 
will also be an open resource 
for ELL students looking to 
practice their English.

Some of the changes made 
to the M.A.R.C. are purely aes-
thetic. Windows have been put 
into every room so as to allow 
passersby a glimpse into the 
various resources the school 
has to offer. Each room has new 
carpets and a fresh paint job, 
but perhaps the most apparent 
change is the new glowing sign 
that reads “Marc,” posted at ei-
ther end of the 1300 hallway.

‘X’ M.A.R.C.s the spot
By Akshita Siddula

Managing Editor 

partments are encouraged to 
take their classes to admire 
and critique the artwork to 
gain insight into their peers’ 
strengths. 

“We want to inspire people 
to interpret the world in a dif-
ferent way,” said Real.

Students in all grades and 
levels will display their art, 
but beginning artists will be 
especially featured.  Real com-
mented that she and the other 
art teachers enjoy seeing stu-

dents who may sometimes lack 
confidence in their creative 
ability take real pride in their 
work.

The artwork will be displayed 
in the halls in conjunction with 
the band, orchestra, and choir 
concerts in an attempt to dis-
play and promote other forms 
of art the school has to offer.   

“Unlike the performing arts, 
it can’t speak for itself.  You 
need to put it out into the 
world,” said Real.

As the school expands and 
the need for open resources 
grows, through M.A.R.C. the 
school will continue to offer 
facilities that “provide endless 
possibilities that open up ho-
rizons for our students,” said 
Hagman.



Throughout the month of 
October, Niles North is partici-
pating in multiple activities to 
spread breast cancer awareness 
in honor of National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.

Over 200,000 people will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2009 and by promoting breast 
cancer awareness,  Niles North 
students can do their part to 
help find a cure and increase 
survival rates.

Athletic teams came to-
gether to collect money at the 
Fall Athletic Pizza Dinner on 
Aug. 27. All 10 teams in season 
helped raise over $400 in en-
trance fees.  

The girls volleyball teams 
ordered pink T-shirts to wear 
at the Niles North vs. Niles 
West game and made post-
ers to promote breast cancer 
awareness . 

The game attracted many 
students and even the referees 
joined in, using pink whistles. 

“This season we decided 
to try and make a bigger ef-
fort to promote breast cancer 
awareness with our own ideas,”  
George Wong, coach of the  JV 
girls team, said. “Our goal was 
not to raise a lot of money, but 
simply promote breast cancer 
awareness . Hopefully, this will 
mushroom and will be a bigger 
event next year, or be a catalyst 
for other sports programs as 
well.” 

The small entrance fee paid 

at the dinner and volleyball 
games was given to the Side-
Out Foundation and Volley  
For The Cure, two founda-
tions geared towards helping 
spread breast cancer awareness  
through volleyball activities. 

The girls and boys basketball 
teams plan on taking part in 
spreading breast cancer aware-
ness around the community  
this year once their season 
begins in November. 

Niles North athletics are not 
the only part of our school pro-
moting breast cancer aware-
ness .  

Every year students from 
W.H.O. Club participate in 
the Chicago Walk for Hope, 
which is on Oct. 4 this year. 
They are currently passing out 
permission slips to register for 
the walk, which will be held in 
the Glen.

“I like how our school gets 
students involved to help make 
a difference,” senior Hillary 
Chang said.

Senior girls heard a presen-
tation in their physical educa-
tion classes from the American 
Cancer Society about breast 
cancer, among other health 
topics.  

Breast cancer affects nu-
merous people in our commu-
nity and throughout the world. 
Slowly but surely, a cure will be 
found and it’s up to Niles North 
to lend a hand and spread 
breast cancer awareness in Oc-
tober and the rest of the year.
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By Brett Nagel 

Reporter
Most Niles North students 

probably could never imagine 
their English classes without 
books like Lord of the Flies, 
The Great Gatsby, or To Kill a 
Mockingbird. 

However, what most stu-
dents do not know is that across 
the country, hundreds of high 
schools don’t even allow these 
books on the library shelves. 

That’s exactly what the 
American Library Associa-
tion’s National Banned Book 
Week, held Sept. 26 - Oct. 3, is 
all about –raising awareness of 
the fact that so many popular 
and classic novels are not al-

lowed in over 4,000 schools 
in the U.S. 

The two most common rea-
sons for this are “sexually ex-
plicit material” and “violence 
unsuited to age group,” accord-
ing to the ALA. The third most 
common reason was overt use 
of offensive language. 

Niles North is one of the 
many high schools in the Chi-
cagoland area making com-
monly banned books more 
accessible to students during 
this week.

“We do this to highlight the 
First Amendment,” says Niles 
North librarian Beverly Zbin-
den. “It’s a week that celebrates 
your freedom to choose what 

you want to read.”
Throughout Banned Books 

Week, Niles North has been 
displaying different Frequently 
Challenged Books (among the 
Top 100 of these are The Grapes 
of Wrath, Lolita, and yes, Win-
nie the Pooh) on shelves in the 
IRC.

Librarians will also be giving 
book talks to students about 
the different challenged novels 
in the U.S. and the importance 
of being able to read whichever 
book one wishes. 

“This week is drawing atten-
tion to the fact that this hap-
pens in our country,” according 
to Zbinden.

While in the liberal Chicago 

area book-banning libraries are 
not common, this is not to say 
popular literature like I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings and 
The Perks of Being A Wallflow-
er  are not prohibited in many 
southern Illinois schools. 

Just this past year, Centen-
nial High School in Cham-
paign-Urbana  banned Khaled 
Hosseini’s popular novel The 
Kite Runner after a parent 
found it “unsettling.”

Adult novels aren’t just the 
ones being challenged either. 

In 2008 alone, the children’s 
picture book And Tango Makes 
Three, which is based on a true 
story about a gay penguin cou-
ple living in New York’s Central 

North fights breast cancer
By Ayana  Jamal 

Reporter
The Niles North Theatre 

Department is delving into an 
exciting new genre: science 
fiction. 

Warp, this year’s fall play, 
tells the tale of David Car-
son, a simple man who 
is transported from his 
normal, everyday life, to 
a crazy alternate universe. 
Here, society knows him 
as Lord Cumulus, their 
long-awaited savior. He is 
expected to defeat Prince 
Chaos, the villain in their 
raging inter-galactic battle. 
Unaware of this, Carson is 
trained by a band of good 
guys to hone his newly 
acquired powers. 

“He’s kind of like Luke 
Skywalker,”  says sopho-
more Will Boersma, play-
ing Carson. “Just a normal 
guy who has an enormous 
responsibility thrust upon 
him. He has to adapt and 
really dig deep for the brav-
ery that’s within him.”

Boersma worked his 
way up from a small role 
in last year’s Neighborhood 3 
to the lead role in Warp.  He 
successfully incorporated his 
portrayal of a quirky innocence, 
and a little cockiness, giving off 
a believable superhero aura, 
which greatly helped his audi-
tion. 

“Last year I proved I was 
a solid, dependable actor,” 
Boersma said. “This year I was 

Theatre Warps into unexplored genre
By Alissa Hirsh

Reporter

North notes banned books, celebrates anti-censorship

Betsy Holman           History 
The Golden Compass by Philip 
Pullman

Paul Torres    Social Studies
The Catcher in The Rye by J. 
D. Salinger

Nils Peterson             English 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark 
Twain

Daniel Montgomery         
             English
Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling

Ann Goethals             English
Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck

Teachers, what is your favorite ‘Banned Book?’

rewarded with a larger role.”
Looking to foil Carson every 

step of the way is Prince Chaos’s 
girlfriend, played by senior Ni-
cole Carlson. Carlson has two 
roles: the villain in the alternate 
universe, and David Carson’s 
girlfriend in the regular one. 

In the regular universe she 
plays the spoiled and bratty, 
yet cute and bubbly daughter of 
a bank owner. However in the 
alternative one, she is evil and 
manipulative. 

Embellishing the already 
riotous plot will be numerous 
scandalous costumes. Dur-
ing one scene, Prince Chaos’s 
girlfriend sports three inch 

heels that strap up around her 
legs. Not only are the costumes 
interesting but the sets and 
special effects are all designed 
to enhance and enliven the out-
of-this world feel of the story.

“The extras really make the 
play what it is. The sets have 

so much personality and 
the costumes are just so 
original,” said sophomore 
costume designer Joanne 
Joseph.

All the characters are 
outlandish and charismat-
ic and the supporting roles 
add flair. For example, 
Dylan Connelly plays a 
purple gorilla, a hilarious 
creature of the alternate 
universe who will surely 
garner plenty of laughs.    

Warp is the first of a 
trilogy, and ends with a 
cliff-hanger that will leave 
audiences begging for the 
sequel. Originally per-
formed by Chicago’s Or-
ganic Theatre Company, 
the Niles North Theatre 
Department hopes to do 
it justice. 

A story about love, de-
votion, and bravery, Warp is a 
hilarious, wholesome pick for 
the entire family. 

“The only thing I could com-
pare it to would be cotton 
candy. It’s fun, it’s fluffy, and 
everybody loves it,” says Carl-
son.

Warp opens Thursday, Oct. 
15 and runs Oct. 16-17 and Oct. 
23-24. 

Park Zoo, was the number one 
most challenged book in the 
country. 

The second was the young 
adult series His Dark Materi-
als by Philip Pullman, which 
includes The Golden Compass 
and the Amber Spyglass, for 
its anti-religious themes and 
violence.

Banned Books Week was 
first started by the American 
Library Association in 1982. 
Since then, over 10,000 differ-
ent  challenges have been made 
to American libraries. 

Says Zbinden, “We’re cel-
ebrating the freedom to read, 
which is what this week is all 
about.” 



Pennsylvania 
Senator Arlen 
Specter is met 
by an angry 
mob at a town 
hall meeting 
supporting 
“Obamacare.” 
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President Obama speaks about 
the crushing cost of health care 
in a speech to Congress.

Obama hosts health care summit for 150 of 
the nation’s doctors, nurses, pharmaceuti-
cal representatives, lawmakers, and hospital 
officials.

Peter Orszag, director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, tells the Senate that the 
health care budget is mainly in their hands. 

 House Democrats are working on a plan 
that allows families earning under $88,000 
to meet health care premiums. 

Obama cautions Congress—“If we don’t get 
it done this year, we’re not going to get it 
done.”

Obama proposes 
$630 billion as a 
budget for Con-
gress to revamp 

The American 
Medical Asso-
ciation says it will 
work with Obama, 
supports public 
option insurance.

The Senate health commit-
tee supports a plan to reform 
health care by a 13-10 party-
line vote.

A 31-28 vote passes health care leg-
islation through the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee.

Jan Schakowsky hosts town 
hall meeting at Niles West 
about health care reform. 
Supporters heavily outnum-
ber the protesters. 

Obama speaks to Congress about 
the health care reform. Congress-
man Joe Wilson of South Carolina 
shouts, “You lie” during the presi-
dent’s speech. A
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e “Everyone in this room 
knows what will happen if we 
do nothing,” affirmed President 
Barack Obama of the current 
health care situation in a spe-
cial speech to Congress and the 
American people on Sept. 9.

Whether citizens agreed 
with him or not, 32.1 million of 
them tuned into the speech to 
educate themselves.  While it is 
impossible to know exactly how 
many of these viewers were 
adults, and how many were 
teenagers, it’s plausible to as-
sume the adults were in greater 
number that night.  

However, there is no rea-
son that it should be this way; 
the youth of America must be 
informed about health care, 
because it is an important com-
ponent of their future.

When it comes to health 
care, it’s time to face the facts: 
in as little as five years, current 
high school seniors will be on 
the job hunt, searching for a 
position with the best benefits.  
The plan that is decided now 
will be the one in effect in five 
years, and in 10 years as well.  
When we’re the ones deciding 
on a health care plan, we’ll want 
good coverage for ourselves, 
and a few years later, for our 
families. 

Another point being debated 
right now in the health care bill 
is preexisting conditions, which 
affect many youth, including 
students at Niles North. Will 

those in this category be able 
to get insurance?  This is being 
debated now – we must care 
and take action for their sake.  

Health care costs are also 
rising, regardless of preexisting 
conditions.  Many individuals 
simply cannot afford insur-
ance – especially in the current 
job market.  Presently, we are 
each covered under our fami-
lies’ plans (if our parents have 
insurance).  

However, imagine that mom 
or dad loses their job.  Health 
care is tied to that job.  A week 
later, you break your leg and 
need surgery. Now what?  In 
this uncertain economy, situ-
ations in which citizens can-
not pay for their health care 
are happening everyday, even 
to those who are considered 
middle class.  Health, and ill 
health, are human conditions, 
regardless of age.  

“I still believe we can do 
great things, and that here and 
now we will meet history’s test,” 
continued President Obama in 
his speech.  Our generation is 
the future of America – let’s act 
like it.  Whether we agree with 
Obama’s health care plan or 
not (and that’s what democracy 
is, the choice to debate and re-
form), we need to pay attention 
to the issue.

We must voice our opinions, 
because health care is affecting 
us now, and in not too long, 
we’ll be the ones making the 
decisions for not just ourselves, 
but for our families. 

By Beth Glaser
Verve Editor

Health care: Why teens should care

A bill for comprehensive 
health care reform was intro-
duced in 1943; ironically 63 
years later the same battle 
continues. 

President Obama made a 
speech to Congress and the 
American people on Sept. 9 on 
health care reform, clearing up 
a lot of misconceptions about 
his plan.

The reform is targeted to-
wards middle-class Americans, 
self-employed workers, and 
people who can’t afford health 
insurance.  There are now more 
than 46 million American citi-
zens who cannot get coverage.  

From 2007-2009, one in 
three Americans went with-
out health care at some point. 
An even more eye-popping 
number - every day 14,000 
Americans lose their coverage.  
A primary reason for the lack 
of health care for most people 
is cost.  

Americans spend 16 percent 
of their GDP on healthcare 
compared to England’s 8.4 
percent. As a result of this, em-
ployers are charging employees 
more for insurance or worse, 
dropping them completely.

Obama’s new plan would 
provide three things: more se-
curity for those who have health 
insurance, insurance for those 
who don’t, and lower costs for 
families, businesses, and the 
government.  

The good news for the hun-
dreds of millions of Americans 
that already have health insur-
ance is that they will not have to 
change their plan or the doctor 
they visit.  

The second part of this plan 
will offer quality and affordable 
choices.  This creates competi-
tion between companies, lower-
ing prices for the people.  For 
those Americans that can’t get 
insurance today because of pre-
existing medical conditions, 
they will be offered a low-cost 
coverage that protects them 
from going bankrupt. 

Obama also said that the 
Medicare plan would not be 
affected.  Specifically address-
ing misconceptions that caused 
heated debate, he also assured 
that the plan would not cover il-
legal immigrants or abortions.  

Obama affirms that, this 
plan will not add on to the 
American deficit.  Finding the 
flaws and cutting corners on the 
existing plan can pay for most 
of the new plan. 

By Azaan Shah
Reporter

Obama diagnoses health care ills

Compiled by: 
Elyssa Cherney
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For years the United States 
has spent more on health care 
than any other country in the 
world. Every year 16 percent of 
the gross domestic product goes 
toward health care – that’s $2.2 
trillion dollars, trillion with 
a T. It is said that if we don’t 
act on this problem now then, 
by 2017, almost 20 percent of 
the economy will be spent on 
health care.  

Claiming that he would nev-
er “sign a plan that adds one 
dime to our deficits,” President 
Obama’s budget has set aside a 
reserve fund of more than $630 
billion over 10 years that will be 
directed toward reforms to our 
health care system. It’s doubt-
ful that these changes can be 
made without increasing taxes, 
it is important to note that the 
Obama administration has a 
plan set aside for the future.

What Obama is suggesting 
in his reform plan is a com-
plete overhaul of the American 
health care system. To our 
president health care is a right, 
not a privilege.  

He is looking to answer the 
question of universal health 
care in such a way that Ameri-
cans have several different 
options ranging from private 
companies to non-profit or-
ganizations as well as a public 
option. And he isn’t willing to 
settle for what we call insur-

Since President Barack 
Obama took office in January, 
perhaps his most contentious 
domestic venture has been 
health care reform. History 
shows that when past admin-
istrations attempt any kind of 
health care policy changes, they 
have been met with vigorous 
opposition. 

This time is no different.  
Health care is such a heated 
debate because it affects Ameri-
cans from all walks of life.  Sky-
rocketing health care costs and 
more uninsured Americans by 

the day are the culprits respon-
sible for this problem.

President Obama’s vague 
proposals and promises offer 
no real solutions. 

The president, his advisors, 
and top Democratic leaders 
in Congress pledge to install 
a comprehensive bill that will 
insure almost everybody, end 
insurance abuse, provide quick 
and quality care, and in the 
long run, not raise the price 
the price tag. Sound too good 
to be true? 

It is. The major bills pro-
duced by the House and Senate 
Committees offer some provi-

sions that are unacceptable. 
For example, House Bill 3200 
pushes for a mandate that 
forces employers to contribute 
costs of coverage to their em-
ployees if the company meets a 
certain income threshold, such 
as $250,000. 

Although pushing compa-
nies to provide more funds for 
the costs of insurance of their 
employees would encourage 
more people to buy insurance, 
this mandate ignores the fact 
that many of America’s small 
businesses barely meet this 
threshold.

Small businesses have spe-
cial challenges and are unable 
to meet these ridiculous re-
quirements. At a time when the 
economy is in recession due to 
the president’s fiscal failures, 
it is senseless to squeeze these 
small companies out of busi-
ness and lose more jobs. 

Another major provision of 
Obamacare is expanding Med-
icaid, a program for America ’s 
poor, because the White House 
incorrectly reasons that the 
46 million people who are 
uninsured are so because they 
cannot afford an insurance 
plan. Expanding Medicaid only 
expands government waste, 
and bureaucracy, not the care 

Americans need.
The president and top Dem-

ocratic leaders contend that 
raising taxes on the wealthy, 
corporate taxes on insurance 
companies, and cutting govern-
ment waste from Medicare and 
Medicaid will foot the health 
care overhaul bill. The non-
partisan Congressional Budget 
Office, and reality, disagree. 

The president’s unhealthy 
obsession with taking more 
money from the well-off may 
satisfy his socialist appetite, 
but it ignores the needs of most 
Americans.

Despite the White House’s 
depressing effort, there are 
some good ideas floating around 
Washington. The majority of 
the uninsured population can, 
but choose not to, purchase 
insurance.

So instead of the public plan 
and greater government inter-
vention, it is the responsibil-
ity of government to provide 
strong incentives for many of 
these people to sign up. This 
includes giving tax credits 
and tax cuts (essentially “free” 
money that can only be used to 
purchase insurance) to poorer 
Americans, who can then pur-
chase plans from the private 
sector. 

ance now.
His plan for the nation in-

cludes making it against the 
law for insurance companies 
to deny coverage based on 
pre-existing conditions as well 
as establishing a limit on how 
much patients have to pay in 
out-of-pocket expenses, stat-
ing, “No one should go broke 
because they get sick.”

Obama wants to establish 
a commission of health care 
experts whose job is to iden-
tify wasteful spending and find 

savings within the system. It 
is estimated that 70 percent of 
health care costs can be attrib-
uted to the treatment of pre-
ventable chronic diseases. The 
reform would require all health 
care plans to cover preventative 
costs so as encourage overall 
health of the nation.

These health care savings 
would total $316 billion over 
10 years and would improve the 
overall quality and effective-
ness of health care.

This sets up America for a 
more stable and secure system 
in the future by weeding out all 
unnecessary expenditures now 
and allowing for the creation of 

Obama’s health care reform needs life support
By Vi Nguyen

Guest Contributor These tax cuts and credits 
will reduce the size of Medic-
aid, and with it, government 
waste and abuse. Tax credits 
and other economic incentives 
should also be applied towards 
businesses both big and small 
to encourage greater participa-
tion in cost sharing.

Additionally, instead of the 
proposed nationalized com-
plex insurance exchange, the 
government should relax state 
borders and lessen regulation. 
This would allow more people 
to have more choices, creat-
ing competition for insurance 
companies and thus reducing 
costs of the plans. 

Finally, Congress must re-
form the nation’s medical mal-
practice legislation by capping 
the amount of money people 
can sue for their doctor’s errors. 
This will reduce malpractice 
costs, end the practice of de-
fensive medicine, and reduce 
costs. 

These are some of the ideas 
that must be implemented soon. 
Then, after two years, Congress 
will review how the changes 
have impacted America’s health 
care and make further improve-
ments. These fiscally respon-
sible proposals ensure quality 
care for Americans. 

Obama plan cures nation’s health care woes

 “No one should      
go broke because 
they get sick.”

             President Obama

a government run health care 
public option which would pro-
vide low-cost coverage to any 
and all Americans, regardless 
of their financial status.

Too often lately has the 
debate over health care been 
reduced to discussions of death 
panels and socialism. The heart 
of the matter is whether or not 
the government can unite to 
answer the country’s question 
of health care.

As Barack Obama said in 
an address to a joint session of 
Congress on Sept. 9, “The time 
for bickering is over.  The time 
for games has passed. Now is 
the season for action. Now is 
when we must bring the best 
ideas of both parties together 
[and] deliver on health care.”

By Akshita Siddula
Managing Editor
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 In our current era of change, many soft drink companies 
are looking to renew their products’ looks in hopes of attracting 
consumers. Pepsi and Coca-Cola, which have competed for a 
century, are no exception. Coca-Cola, introduced in 1886, did not 
acquire its stoic, script logo until 1887, although a lack of label-
printing technology launched many different variations. By the 
1940’s, variation had ceased, and Coca-Cola’s original design was 
set in stone. On the other hand, Pepsi-Cola, shortened to Pepsi in 
1962, has regularly played the change game since its introduction 
in 1889, in an attempt to move out of Coca-Cola’s shadow and 
emerge as a leading soft drink brand in its own right.
      - Lia Velitchkova

 Much Thanks to 
Underconsideration.com.

By Brett Nagel
   Reporter

. For more than six years 
now, fans of critically ac-
claimed author Dan Brown 
have been anticipating the 
release of the final novel in his 
Robert Langdon trilogy, The 
Lost Symbol. Now that it has 
been published, fans should 
be happy, right? Maybe. 

Brown’s latest tale of con-
spiracy theories, ancient mys-
tical symbolism, and secret 
organizations is very exciting.  
Though completely nonsen-
sical at times, it manages to 
keep the reader on the edge of 
his/her seat. Which, unfortu-
nately, is the best thing I can 
say about this book.

Unlike in the previous nov-
el in the trilogy, protagonist 
Robert Langdon is portrayed 
as nothing more than a guy 
with an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of ancient codes, who 
happens to be there whenever 
the  other characters need 
him. He doesn’t become an 
important part of the story 
until after the first 200 pages. 
Langdon is such a likeable 
character, and it was sad see-
ing him not have a more active 
role in the story. 

The storyline of Symbol 
may seem a little familiar to 
most readers. Of course, the 
whole thriller-mystery feel of 
Langdon cracking codes on the 
ancient symbols to thwart the 
bad guys and find treasure is 
apparent in all the novels, but 
Brown’s changing of the set-
ting to Washington D.C. made 

it seem more like a Disney film 
than a fresh and original addi-
tion to the rest of his trilogy., 
which was set in Europe.  To say 
that Symbol is pretty much the 
2004 film National Treasure 
with an uncomfortably long 
self-castration scene thrown in 
would be extreme, but nowhere 

near a lie. Freemasons, pyra-
mids, codes on dollar bills, and 
the Library of Congress’s secret 
staircase are all huge parts of 
the novel, with scenes and plot 
devices almost identical to the  
kiddie flick. 

I doubt this was Dan Brown’s 
intention, but the whole rip-off 
feel to parts of the storyline 
stays with you until the end.

You’d also think with a six 
year deadline to complete the 
book, the story wouldn’t seem 
so rushed, but alas, it does. 
Granted, the entire thing takes 
place over a 12 hour time pe-
riod, but after a while elements 
of the plot blend together, 
leaving the reader completely 
confused. Each chapter starts 
off with the perspective of a 
different character, and Symbol 
is not the kind of book with a 
small character cast. If you do 
read the book you’ll find your-
self flipping back pages just to 
keep up. 

The Lost Symbol is not per-
fect. It’s sometimes confus-
ing, rushed, and has kind of 
a haven’t-I-already-read-this? 
feel to it. Despite its problems,  
though, it is an exciting sto-
ryline and a halfway decent 
ending, and maybe in the end, 
that’s all that matters.

‘Symbol’ makes for so-so end to series

‘Meet the Beatles’ again

In 1959, four teenagers in 
Liverpool, England, formed a 
band, calling themselves “The 
Quarry Men.” In 1962, they 
signed a record deal, renamed 
themselves “The Beatles,” and 
throughout the 1960s, pro-
duced 27 number one singles. 
Now, 47 years later, their al-
bums are still selling out.

On Sept. 9, 2009, all of the 
previous Beatles albums were 
digitally remastered and newly 
released with improved sound 
quality. According to news.
yahoo.com, five million albums 
have been shipped to stores 
around the world. 

Additionally, a video game 
based around the  quartet’s 
music and lives has also added 
to their recently increased 
popularity. 

The Beatles: Rock Band hit 

stores on Sept.9. While the 
game shares the same creators 

as classic Rock 
Band, this new 
spin-off differs by 
commemorating 
The Beatle’s 50 
years of popular-
ity as a group.

Giles Martin, 
music supervisor 
for The Beatles: 
Rock Band, and 
Alex Rigopulos, 
Harmonix CEO, 
explained their 
intentions for the 
game during an 
interview posted 
on thebeatles-
rockband.com.

“It’s a way of getting across 
to a different generation of 
people the scale that the Beatles 
have,” said Martin. “You know 
everyone is aware of the Beat-
les, and it’s funny they’ve sort of 
defied history in a way, as well 
as become a part of history.” 

Rigopulos added, “I think 
particularly younger players or 
listeners probably don’t have 
an appreciation of the sheer 
magnitude of the phenomenon. 
There was nothing before and 
frankly, has not been anything 
like it since. There are no rock 
bands in the world today that 
are the same kind of magnitude 
or phenomenon that the Beat-
les were.”

According to its website, the 
game includes 45 Beatles songs 
ranging from earlier music such 

as, “I Want to Hold Your Hand,” 
“Can’t Buy Me Love,” and “I 
Saw Her Standing There,” to 
later music including, “Revolu-
tion”, “I Am The Walrus”, and 
“Come Together.”  

The song sequence was ar-
ranged to allow a narrative 
progression of the life of the 
band. Further helping aid this 
concept, “cut scenes” will work 
as transitions between songs 
to educate, inform, and fill in 
any time related holes between 
different events.

Performance venues such 
as The Ed Sullivan Show, Shea 
Stadium, Cavern Club, and Bu-
dokan will also be showcased. 

In addition, there are newly 
introduced game features, en-
hanced gameplay, and graphics 
inspired by legendary Beatles 
album covers. 

One new game feature in 
particular that captures the es-
sence of the Beatles is the vocal 
blend of three part harmonies.
Three microphones will be 
functional at once. Most micro-
phone and instrument control-
lers from other video games will 
be compatible. 

Overall, the video game does 
its best to capture the story 
and history of the band. “We 
thought if we were lucky we 
might last for 10 years... And 
then things just got out of hand. 
Now it feels like the Beatles 
will go on forever,” wrote Paul 
McCartney, Beatles bassist and 
vocalist, in UK newspaper The 
Sun on Sept. 4.

By Sophie Martin
    Reporter

Much Thanks to 
Underconsideration.com



October 2, 2009

Blowing new life into the Windy City

Every suburbanite has taken 
at least one trip downtown; 
many of us have taken enough 
that when the option of trav-
eling into the city arises, it’s 
enough to make us shout 
“no!” and lock ourselves in the 
house. There’s the Sears (Wil-
lis) Tower - been there, done 
that. Michigan Avenue - is that 
even a question? However, 
North Star is on the case, and 
is ready to bust your boredom.  
Below are some fabulous ideas 
to make “the second city” the 
first on your list.

1) Go on a cannoli hunt
Or a brownie hunt or an 

oatmeal chocolate chip cookie 
hunt or a creme brulee hunt. 
Anything delicious, really, and 
you’re set. Whether you plan 
in advance or not, search the 
city for a delicious dessert. It 
will take you to new sites, and 
you’ll get to eat a lot too! If 
price or calories is an issue, 
split the costs (both literally 
and physically) with a friend 
and enjoy the confection to-
gether.

2) Outfit your virtual 
apartment

Typical downtown shopping 
involves shoes, bags, technol-
ogy, and all that is expensive. 
Switch things up, however, 
and you’ll be in for a treat. Go 

to stores stocked with kitchen 
supplies, linens, and drapes, 
and galleries filled with the fin-
est paintings. Ignore price tags 
- you’re not buying anything - 
and imagine you have your own 
apartment (and an unlimited 
supply of money).  An underwa-
ter themed bedroom? Fantas-
tic. That little device that does 
something or other that has to 
do with pancakes, but who re-
ally knows what? Even better. 
Save the ideas and maybe one 
day they’ll be a reality.

3) Go on an epic scaven-
ger hunt

This one includes some plan-
ning, and it’s even better with 
a group of friends. The night 
before, think of a list of objects.  
They can be as crazy as you 
want; a red sign with neon let-
ters, a purple sequined dress, 
a broken escalator; choose as 
many items as you want. The 
day of, split into teams. Set a 
time limit, and hand out cam-
eras. Ready, set, go! The losers 
buy the train tickets home.

4) Simply find some-
thing different.

Downtown is a lot broader 
than just the usual sites. So 
find something new. Go to the 
Hershey’s store, and indulge 
in chocolate - you won’t be 
able to leave without buying 
something. Or, wander the 
streets and look at the awe-
inspiring art in the flowerbeds.  
Chicago can be a new city, even 
for you.  

Oldies renewed

What movie would you like to see re-released?

Megan Pietz                    Fr.
Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Faizan Khan                    Sr.
Lord of the Rings

Grant Gaugrin               Jr.
Fight Club

Taylor McCune         Soph.
 Remember the Titans                  

Robert Noia                   Jr.
The Graduate

Still magical the second time around
Everybody knows the oh 

so popular Woody and Buzz 
Light Year from the Disney-
Pixar movies Toy Story and 
Toy Story 2.  Now, these films 
are going to be re-released as 
a double feature in 3D tonight, 
Oct. 2. They will be in theaters 
for only two weeks! In celebra-
tion of this re-released classic, 
North Star is looking back at 
other movies that have been 
re-released over the years.

The Wizard of Oz, for exam-
ple, has been re-released sev-
eral times in theaters around 
the nation, as well as many 
times on video and DVD. In 
fact, it was just re-released last 
Wednesday, on Sept. 23.

This re-released movie phe-
nomenon also includes Star 
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Wars, Star Trek, The Dark 
Knight, ET, Saturday Night 

Fever, Alien, The Exorcist, and 
many other classics. 

Many Disney movies are 
also in this category. Cinder-
ella, for example, has been 
re-released in 1965, 1973, 
1981, and 1987. Bambi, Rob-

bin Hood, and Snow White are 
also included on this list of re-
released classics. Beauty and 
the Beast will also be shown 
again in theaters in 2010. These 
movies were made as early as 
1937, but continue to enchant  
present day audiences with 
their classic magic that we are 
all so familiar with.

The question that now lies 
before us is why. Why are these 
classics coming back to the big 
screen? Well, the main reason 
is due to technology advances.  
The first time the Wizard of Oz 
was in theaters in 1939, it was 
certainly not in HD. Nowadays, 
watching this movie on the big 
screen is like taking a field trip 
to the Land of Oz.  

These re-released classics 
also fill in generation gaps.  
Our generation was yet to exist 

when ET was first released in 
1982.  Yet, because it was re-

released so many times, it is 
part of our childhoods as well.   
If it is shown again in theaters 
in the future, it will be a part of 
the next generation’s life, too.

 Toy Story is another film 
that has touched the lives of 

many.  We all saw these mov-
ies when we were little, and if 
it continues to be re-released, 
then our children will be able 
to see it on the big screen. 
Even their children may be 
able to see Toy Story in the best 
technology of their time. These 
movies can be passed on for 
generations.

The re-releasing of mov-
ies is also very lucrative. Who 
wouldn’t want to pay big money 
to see The Dark Knight again? 
Tickets sell for the normal 
price, but they sell out fast and 
the money adds up.

Tonight’s Toy Story 3D ad-
venture is two for the price of 
one, so North Star suggests 
that you take advantage of this 
opportunity fast. Re-released 
movies are only out for so 
long.

New films and TV shows 
flood our screens every year 
and it seems as though the cul-
tural flow of media never stops. 
This year, however, television 
networks are taking on a new 
challenge: bringing back the 
classics. 

Two very popular shows 
stand out among the remakes; 
the new series 10 Things I Hate 
About You, a remake of the 
very successful 1999 romantic-
comedy of the same name, and 
Melrose Place, an updated 
version of the famous 1990s 
TV series. 

As a lover of the original 10 
Things I Hate About You, I was 
skeptical of the remake and 
was worried that ABC Fam-
ily would ruin a time honored 
classic. The film tells the story 
of heartbreak, challenge, and 
love in the lives of a group of 
teenagers. 

Considering the film itself is 
97 minutes long, I was unsure 
as to how they would stretch 
out its corresponding series 
for more than a few episodes, 
let alone an entire season, but I 
was pleasantly surprised. 

Instead of the over-dramatic 
actors that I had expected, 
each episode was filled with a 
startling amount of detail that 
added to the experience with-
out taking away from the main 
plot. Though I’m filled with 
praise (so far) for ABC Family, 

I cannot say the same for CW 
and their remake of Melrose 
Place.

To be perfectly fair, I did not 
like the original Melrose Place. 
Its vibe held the same fake 
“glamour” and teenage petti-
ness as OTH and GG.  

After watching the first 
two episodes of the new 
series, it is easy to see 
that the remake isn’t 
much better. Yet, while 
One Tree Hill and Gos-
sip Girl are (somewhat) 
relatable to, Melrose 
Place is filled with 
nothing more than a 
group of beautiful 
people involved 
in a shockingly 
twisted murder 
(which is in itself 
confusing). 

It is completely 
impossible to relate 
to and, frankly, a 
bit boring. 

I’m not go-
ing to lie; I, too, 
ocsometimes-
tune in to GG 
and let  my 
brain relax. 
However, the 
new and “im-
proved” Mel-
rose Place is 
definitely not 
the place 
to park 
your re-
mote. 



Niles North has a golf team.
Surprised? Many probably 

are. 
I’m going to go out on a 

limb and say that the golf team 
is the most underappreciated 
team at our school. When was 
the last time you heard about a 
meet? Where do they practice? 
The lack of attention towards 
to the team is the cause of 
lackluster support from the 
student body.

But after spending an 
afternoon with the team at 
their home course, Chick 
Evans, I reached a peculiar 
realization: the team is fine 
with being unknown. For the 
19 young men on the team, the 
game itself is what matters. 

Four-year member and 
co-captain Tom Madigan has 
been playing golf since the 
sixth grade. He immediately 
fell in love with the sport and 
continued with it throughout 
high school. 

“When I first started I just 
really liked the sport,” Madigan 
said. “Having practiced for the 
last four years I’ve found how 
much I’ve improved.”

Since his freshman year, 
Madigan has been able to 
lower his score by seven 
strokes. It is the improvement 
seen in Madigan and other 
players that means the most to 
the coaches.

The team has been under 
the direction of Niles West 
math teacher Ryan Geu and 
Niles North applied science 
and technology teacher Fritz 
Wulfram for the past eight and 
six years respectively. 

“One of the best aspects of 
golf is seeing improvement 
within the players,” Geu said. 
“I can’t help but get excited 
when I see a player’s reaction 
when they’ve shot their best.”

Although golf is played 
individually, the result for the 
team is dependent upon the 
performance of each player. 

“If you do bad it hurts the 
team,” junior Dylan Chalem 
said. “I know that if I do bad I 
have to rely on other members 
to pick up the slack.”

As a result, there is an 
increased pressure on each 
player to perform well. That 
pressure may turn some away, 

but for senior Ben Ammer 
it’s only part of the game.

“Competition is just one 
component,” he said. “I love 
the leisurely aspect of the 
game.”

Wulfram seconded 
Ammer. “The game is social 
and competitive, but it is 
also very relaxing.”

Too relaxing for the 
student body? Perhaps. You 
see, spectators are allowed to 
attend golf meets, but only if 
they’re willing to be quiet.

“It’s difficult because you 
can’t have 100 people on 
the course watching,” Geu 
explains. “Etiquette is a 
very important aspect of the 
game.” 

This may be the factor 
that causes students to take 
less interest in the game, but 
both coaches are trying to 
attract more attention to the 
team.

“I’ve set up a TREK for 
golf which is completely full,” 
Wulfram said. “I anticipate 
that it will open students’ 
eyes to how amazing the 
sport truly is.”

This year’s girl’s swimming 
and diving team is working 
harder than ever before. With 
a new year and a new group 
of dedicated and enthusiastic 
girls, co-captains Loren Dutca 
and Meredith Naumiak want 
to have a successful season.

Twice a day practices on 
Monday through Thursday 
are tough, but the team needs 
them to reach their highest 
potential.  The camaraderie on 
the team helps the girls endure 
the intense physicality of the 
practices.

“With every passing meet, 
we improve our times, and just 
seeing that we are getting bet-
ter, stronger, and faster really 
shows us that we can do it,” 
said junior Alexandra Vlad.

Naumiak is excited to see 
how the season progresses 
because they have had great 
swims on all levels so far.  
Being captain was a goal of 
Naumiak’s and she’s glad it 
has given her a chance to get 
closer to the younger girls. 

“I went through high school 
watching the other captains 
who have led the team and I 
had always said to myself I 
want to be them, and it’s an 
awesome feeling being some-
thing you’ve always wanted to 
be,” she said.

The team isn’t just all brawn 
and no brains, either.  Many of 

the girls are in honors classes 
and involved in other activities 
as well.  They are pushed to the 
limit, putting their all into the 
team and maintaining their 
grades, but it helps teach them 
to effectively balance their busy 
lives.

“Because of practice twice a 
day, I’m at school for 12 hours 
and then I go home and have 12 
hours to eat, do my homework, 
and get a sufficient amount of 
rest so I’m not falling asleep in 
practice and my classes the next 
day,” Naumiak said.

Unlike sports such as foot-
ball and basketball, varsity 
coach  and history teacher 
Paul Torres says, “swimming 
in many ways, is an individual 
sport; it’s really just you and 
the clock.”  

Although, they don’t interact 
much while competing, the 
girls have become good friends 
and support one another fully. 

“It’s hard to have friends 
that don’t understand what it’s 
like to be on such a tough sport 
and just having others with you 
there twice every day is just 
great relief,” Vlad said.

The girls want to place in 
the Conference’s top three and 
qualify for sectionals.  They 
also are vying to break certain 
school records this year.

The swim team is currently 
1-2 and has a meet tonight at 
Glenbrook North High School 
beginning at 5:00 p.m.

By Sarah Horton
Reporter

Girls swimming dives 
into strenuous season

Cartoon by Joe Betz and Aaron Toch

Golf team drives 
for success, W’s 

Most Recent 
Win: 181-185 
against Maine 
East on 9/24/09

By Sara Berebitsky
Reporter



October 2, 2009

Ever boogied in a concert 
hall? Anyone who comes to 
Niles North band’s “Fall Sports 
Celebration” on Tuesday Oct. 
27 may just get that chance. 
“I’m hoping they get up and 
dance and mess around, come 
in and have fun,” said band 
director Elton Eisele.  

No need to worry about 
this being improper etiquette; 
there will be a literal and 
metaphorical shedding of 
formality. The musicians will 
be dressed in band shirts and 
jeans, and instead of classi-
cal symphonies and patriotic 
marches, they will be playing 
pieces that are more likely to 
be found on Billboard charts 
than concert programs.

Goodbye, Tchaikovsky; 
hello, Justin Timberlake. 

With tunes ranging from 
the contemporary garage-
rock duo The White Stripes’ 
“Seven Nation Army” to the 
counterculture 1952 hit “Rock 
Around The Clock,” there will 
be no generation left uncov-
ered. This is sure to conjure 
up youthful memories of the 
students, staff, and parents in 
attendance. 

It could even be said that 
this will be a great coming out 
opportunity for closet disco 
fans.

Though this may seem to 
be sacrilegious, it is all in an 
effort to help bridge the gap 
between fine arts and ath-
letics. The football team is 
usually so preoccupied with 
the game that the pep band is 
merely background noise. Se-
nior Nicole Torosin says, “I’m 
looking forward to the football 
team finally being able to re-
ally listen to us; hear the real 
finesse of it.” 

There are plans in the works 
to have athletic director Karl 
Costello and football coach 
Scott Smith come in as guest 
conductors for the first time, 
and all of the sports teams are 
encouraged to attend. 

This is going to break new 
ground for both departments, 
so some risk is involved. Even 
still, there is no need to worry. 
Music has historically united 
people, and this concert will 
be no exception.

Eisele stresses that in the 
end, he just wants everyone to 
have “a fun time.” It will be a 
well earned celebration of the 
hard work that the band and 
sport teams put forth this fall 
season.

From the exalted podium of 
Michael Jordan’s Hall of Fame 
speech to the center court of  
the U.S. Open, there has been 
a lot of yelling and inappro-
priate behavior sweeping the 
nation.  

Take Serena Williams, one 
of the best tennis players 
of our time. When she was 
called for a foot fault in the 
U.S. Open Semi. Final, she 
screamed at the line judge, 
who was twice her age and half 
her size. “If I could, I would 
shove this **** ball down 
your **** throat,” she yelled, 
gesturing malevolently with 
tennis ball in hand. 

When Michael Jordan be-
rated everybody whom he felt  
had slighted him, what should 
have been ultimate closure 
on a legendary career became 
just another example of how 
Jordan’s inability to let any 
grudge go is something that 
will never end. 

And then in the world of 
college football, we have a 
senior from the University of 
Oregon, LeGarrette Blount, 
who threw a punch at an 
unsuspecting player during 
post-game handshakes.  

But this just isn’t high fu-
eled tempers getting out of 
control, the inappropriate 
behavior seeps into the non-
sporting world as well. Kanye 
West interrupted Taylor Swift 
at the VMAs and Congress-
men Joe Wilson interrupted 
President Obama, yelling, 
“You lie!”  

 I understand that some-
times, in the heat of the mo-
ment, emotions get the best of 
one’s tongue. But to not even 
be sorry about the distasteful 
actions is another thing.

 Everybody in this article, 
save Jordan, has apologized. 
But if you consider Williams’ 
48-hour delayed apology in 
the form of a press release 
(hardly an appropriate way to 
do it), and West’s phone call 
to Swift, these regrets seem 
forced and shallow.

The conceited nature of 
these people is unsuprising, 
but of course, the fact that 
they are on a pedestal to be-
gin with grants them leeway 
in the behavior department. 
Serena’s $10,000 fine was a 
slap on the wrist, and the fact 
that Wilson’s wallet has gotten 
fatter for his inability to have 
a constructive conversation 
is proof that no matter how 
celebrities act, the bounds 
of civility for the exalted are 
stretched far longer than that 
for an average person.

 And that’s a problem.

Celebrity 
versus 
civility

By Aaron Toch
Sports Editor

Band 
reaches 
out to fall 
sports 

Reporter

By Jocelyn Warner
Reporter

By Joe Betz

      Between juggling work and school, senior 
Angie Walinski still manages to shine on the vol-
leyball court. Walinski started on the girls varsity 
team her freshman year, but has been playing 
for a total of eight years. An outside hitter, she 
attends practices six days a week and always 
brings her A-game.

      “Angie always works hard and shows up 
to games and practices ready to play. She always 
puts forth her best effort,” junior teammate Keiko 
Sugihara said.

       Head coach Michael Cott says that her 
dedication and hard work have paid off, making 
Walinski a star player.

      “She is one of the most talented, hardest 
working players I have coached. She sets an exam-
ple for how all athletes should act,” Cott said.

       Walinski’s presence sparks the team’s 
dynamic: it is composed of only juniors and 
seniors. 

        “The team this year is very experienced. 
I think the season is going really well. We just 
need to clean a few things up; we have really 
good chemistry,” Walinski, an all-conference 
player, said. 

    The team beat Niles West this season 
for the first time in over four years. Cott says 
that Walinski’s dedication was a major factor 
in this win. 

        “She puts the success of the team before 
the success of herself,” Cott said. 

    Walinski also demonstrates a strong 
sense of leadership; she serves as one of this 
year’s captains. “Anybody on the team and the 
younger girls on JV can look up to her. She is 
such a good example on and off the court,” 
Sugihara said. 

   Balancing school and athletics is 
difficult,but this senior makes it work. “It’s 
hard but not impossible. You just need to man-
age your time well,” Walinski said.

        Although Walinski is still not sure about 
where she will be attending college, she is 
considering Dominican College in New York, 
a Division 2 school.

         But for now, Walinski hopes the volley-
ball team will finish off the season strongly. 

    

Overall Record
as of 9/24/09: 

5-2

Photo by Alexis Lehrman
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  Soup @ 
       6

 Every Tuesday Niles 
North’s W.H.O. Club 

takes a van full of student 
volunteers to Soup at Six, 
a soup kitchen located at 
933 Chicago Ave. in Ev-
anston. Students arrive 
in time to serve the first 

round of food at 4:30 and 
stay until 6:00 to serve 
seconds and clean up. 
More than 100 people 

are served per week, but 
attendance often goes 
as high as 120, as hap-

pened last week.  “Luck-
ily we had enough food, 
and that was great,” says 
Mrs. Barbara Roberts, a 
long-time local volun-

teer. Anybody can come, 
so be sure to stop by on 
Tuesdays to help out.
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